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Wab DspartmenTi 

March 29, 1856. 

Thb System of Tactics for Light Infantry 
and Bifledien, prep<ired under the direction of 
the War Department by Brevet Lientenani- 
Oolonel William J. Hardee, of the Cavalry, 
having been approved by the President, is 
adopted for the instraction of the troops when 
acting as Light Infantry or Biflemen; and, under 
the i^4t of May 12, 1820, for the observance 
9f the Militia when so employed. 

Jeiterson DAYISi 

StaritarjfqfWm, 
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TITLE FIRST. 



Articub First. 

Fonnaium qfa Begimeni in order of haUU^ or «r 
4 line, 

1. A REOiMBNT 18 composed of ten companies, 
which will habitually be posted from right to left» 
in the following order: nrst, sixth, fourth, ninth* 
tnird, eighth, fi^h, tenth, seventh, second, accord- 
ing to the rank of captains. 

2. With a less number of companies the same 
principle will be obseryed, viz. : the first captain 
will command the right company, the second cap- 
tain the left company, the third captain the right 
fentre company, and so on. 

3. The companies thus posted will be desig- 
nated from right to left, first company, 9eamd 
company, &c. This designation will be obserred 
in the manoeuvres. 

4. The first two companies on the right, what- 
f ver their denomination, will form the Jirgt divir 

I* m 

Digitized by Google 



6 rOBMATION OF THB BATTAIJ(»r. 

tkm; the next two companies the second division t 
tad 80 on, to the left 

5. Each company will be divided into two equal 
parts, which wilf be designated as the first and 
second platoon, counting from the right; and each 
platoon, in jike manner, will l^ sub<li|i^i4e4 ^^^ 
twoseetiohl * 

6. In all exercises and manoeuyres, eyerj re^ 
ment, or part of a regiment, composed of two or 
more companies, will be designatea as a battalion. 

7. The color, with a euard to be hereinafter de- 
signated, will be posted on the left of the right 
centre battalion company. That company, and 
all on its rieht, will be dencHninated the riqht 
wing of the battalion; the remaining companies 
^e left ttnng. 

8. The formation of a regiment is in two ranks; 
and each company will be formed into two ranks, 
in- the following manner: the corporals will be 
posted in the front rank, and on the right and left 
of platoons, according to height ; the tallest cor* 
poral and the tallest man will form the first file, 
the next f^o tallest men will form the second fil& 
and 80 on to the last file, which will be composed 
of the shortest cornoral and the shortest man. 

9. The odd ana even files, numbered as one* 
two, in the company, from right to left, will form 
groups of four men, who will be designated con^ 
rades in haUle. 

10. The distance from one rank to another will 
be thirteen inches, measured from the breasts of 
the rear rank men to the backs or knapsacks of 
the front rank men. 

U. For manoeuvring, the companies of % bat; 
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tilioo mM alwrnys be •qvmlkei, hj iammfytiAa$ 
men from the etrongest to tbe weakest 



12. The eompan;f oflieers ft&d sergeants areaime 
in Bsntber, and inll be posted in the following 
manners 

13. The tt^in on the right of the eompaBT^ 
tonching with the left elbow. 

14. l%e first sergeant in the rear rank, toneh- 
ing with the left elbow, and oovering the captain. 
In the manoeuvres he will be denominated cooer- 
ing sergwnif or right guide of the compan j. 

15. The remaining officers and sergeants wiH 
be posted as file dosers, and two paces befaiBd the 
vearrank. 

16. The first lieuienant, opposite the centre el 
the fourth section. 

. 17. The jecofu^ ^Mu^tfnoA^ opposite the centre of 
tbe first ];datoon. 

18. The third lieuUiumtt opposite Hia oientie of 
the second platoon. 

19. The second sergeant, opposite the second file 
ftom the left of the companyv In Um manoeoTrst 
he will be designated lep guide of the companT. 

20. The third sergeant, opposite the second file 
from the riEht of the second platoon. 

21. Tfae/e«r<il seiyeant, opposite the second fil^ 
from the left of the ftret frfatoon^ 

22. The ./?/)& sergwnt, onpoeite the second file 
from the right of the first platoon. 

23. In the left or tenth eompanf of the \jsAt 
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toSon, the MO^nd tergeant will be potfMl ia (^ 
> iffOBt Tank, and on tke left of the baltoliMi* 

24. The oor))oral8 will be posted in the bot$ 
rank, as prescribed No. 8. 

25. Absent officers and sergeants will be r»> 
placed — officers by sergeants, and sergeants by 
corporals. The colonel may detach a first lieote* 
nant from one company to command anoibra; ef 
which both the captain and first lieatenant art 
absent ; but this aathority will giye no right to a 
lieatenant to demand to be so detached. 

FosU ofFidd Officers and Regimenial Siaffi 

26. The field officers, colonel, lieutenant colon^ 
and major, are supposed to be mounted, and on 
active service shall be on horseback. The adjuh 
tant, when the battalion is manoeuvring, will ba 
on foot 

27. The colonel will take post thirty paoes la 
rear of the file closers, and opposite the centre of 
vhe battalion. This distance will be i-educ«d 
whenever there is a reduction in the front of the 
battalion. 

28. The lieutenant colonel and the major will 
be opposite the centres of the ri^ht and left wines 
respectively, and twelve paces in rear of the & 
olosers. 

29. The adjutant and sereeant mt^orwill be op* 
|K>site the right and left of the battalion, respeo- 
tively, and eight paces in rear of the file closers. 

30. The adjutant and sergeant major will aid 
the lieutenant colonel and m%jor, respeetively, in 
Um manceuvres. 
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- tl. T\m oolooel, if abseni will be repkoed by 
4he lieoienant oolonel, and ib« latter bj the m** 
jot. If all the fidkl effioert be abeent, the eenior 
captain will oommand the battalion ; but if eitb^ 
be preemt, he will not call the eenior captain to 
act aa field officer, except in case of eiident neoee- 



% 



B2* The qnarter-maeter, surgeon, and other staff 
officers^ in one rank, on the left of the colonel, and 
^iree paces in his rear. 

33. The quarter-master sergeant, on a line with 
^e firont rank of the field music, and two paces 
^ the right. 

Pogti ofFidd Mkmc and Band. 

34 The buglers will be drawn up in four ranks, 
and posted twelve paces in rear of the file oloeers, 
the left opposite the centre of the left centre com- 
panj. The senior principal musician will be two 
paces in front of the field music, Mid the other 
two paces in the rear. 

35. The regimental band, if there be one, will 
be drawn up in two or four ranks, according to 
its numbers, and posted fire paces in rear of the 
field music, haying one of the principal musicianfl 
•ft ito head. 

Color-g%Mitd, 

36. la each battalion the color-guard will be 
•omposed of eight corporals, and po^ed on the left 
of the ri^t centre cdmpany, of which eompaaj, 
for the IhsM being, the gnasd wiU make » pM«» . 
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37. The front rank will be oomposMl of sier- 
feani, to bo teleotod bj tbo odon^ wlio will bi 
called, for tbe time, eo<or^6eM^, with Ibe twp 
Tanking corporals, respectiTelj, on hia ri^^t and 
left ; the rear rank will be compoeed of t^ three 
corporals next in rank ; and the three remaining 
corporals will be posted in their rear, and on tka 
line of file closers* The left guide of the oolor> 
company, wb^i these three la£t named efve^fsxtAM 
are in the rank of file closers, will be isunediatelj 
#n their left. 

38. In battalions with less than five oompaniea 
present, there will be no color-guard, and no di»> 
play of colors, except it may be at reyiews. 

39. The corporals for the cobr-guard will bo 
selected from those most distinguished for regu* 
krity and precision, as well in their ppsiaons 
under arms as In their marching, l^e Itttter adp 
vantage, and a iust carriage of the person, are to 
be more particuJarly sought, for in the selection oi 
the color-bearer. 

Om€rdl Guide$4 

40. There will be two gtnerdl guides in each 
battalion, selected, for the time, by tbe cokmel^ 
from among the ser^^eants (other than first seae» 
geants) the most distinguished for carriage under 
arms, and accuracy in marching. 

41. These sergeants will be respectiToly denomi- 
nated, in theinano8UTres,.rt^A< ^rdnsrolotiftie, and 
M geaatal guid^, and be posted in the fine o£ fila 
SMSMrs ; the first in rear ^ the right, and the 9^ 
eoad IE reav of tha lef^flank of thebatta&ioD. 
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Aeticlb Second. 
histrucUoH qf the BaUaUoru 

42. Eyery commanding officer is respontiUe fof 
ihe instraction of his command. He will assem* 
ble the officers together for theoretical and pmt^ 
tacal instruction as often as he may judge necet* 
sary, and when unable tfi attend to this duty in 
per4on, it will be discharged by tbe offioer nezl ui 
rank. 

43. Captains will be held responsible f<t>r thi 
theoretical and practical instruction of their non- 
commissioned officers, and the adjutant for the ihp 
struction of the non-commissioned staff. To this 
And,. they will require these tactics to be studied 
and recited lesson by lesson ; and when instnio» 
tion is gi^en on the ground, eaeh non-com misF- 
sioned officer, as he explains a movement, shoulid 
be required to put it into practical operation. 

44 The non-commissioned officer^ should alati 
be practised in giving commands. Each oom-t 
mand, in a lesson, at the theoretical instruction^ 
• should first be given by the instructor, and then 
repeated, in succession, by the non-commissioned 
officers* so that while they become habituated to 
the commands, uniformity may be established in* 
the manner of giving them* 

45. In the school of the soldier, the compeny 
officers will be the instructors of the squada;; mIi 
if there be not a suf&cient number of oompwiy 
officers prasexO^ inte)ljgept S0rseant» voi^^ mUk. 
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•titated ; and two or three squads, under sergeant 
instructors, be superintended, at the same time^ 
by an officer. 

46. In the school of the company, the lieutenant 
colonel and the major, under the colonel, will be 
the principal instructors, substituting frequently 
the captain of the company, and sometimes one 
of the lieutenants ; the substitute, as far as prac- 
ticable, being superintended by one of the princi* 
eipals. 

47. In the school of the battalion, the brigadier 
general may constitute himself the principal in- 
structor, frequently substituting the colonel of the 
Imttalion, sometimes the lieutenant colonel or ma- 
jor, and twice or tLrice, in the same course of in- 
struction, each of the three senior captains. In 
Ibis school, also, the substitute will always, if 
practicable, be superintended by the brigadier 
ceneral or the colonel, or (in case of a captain 
being the instructor), by the lieutenant colonel or 
major.' 

48. Individual inotruction being the basis of the 
kistrootion of companies, on which that of the 
regiment depends, and the first principles having 
the greatest infiuence upon this individual in- 
stmctioD, classes of recruits should be watched 
with the greatest care. 

49» Instructors will explain, in a few clettr and 
precise words, the movement to be executed ; and 
Bot to overburden the memory of the men, they 
will always use the same terms to explain the 
Mune principles. 

60. They should often join example to precept, 
•liOBld keep up the attentbn of the mem by an 
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animated tone, and pass rapidl;^ from one moT^ 
m^nl to another, as soon as that which they oouh 
nand has been executed in a satisfactory manner. 

51. The sabre bayonet should only be i^ed 
when required to be used, either for attack or d** 
fence ; the exercises and manosuvres will be ea^ 
ented without the bayonet 

52. In the movements which require the bayonet 
to be fixed, the chief of the battalion will cause the 
signal to fix bayonet, to be sounded ; at this signal 
the men will fix bayonets without command, an4 
immediately replace their pieces in the position 
they were before the signal. 

Imtrudion of Officers. 

53. The instruction of officers can be perfected 
only by joining theory to practice. The colonel 
will often practise them in marching and in esti- 
mating distances, and he will carefully endeavor 
to cause them to take steps equal in length and 
swiftness. They will also be exeroised.in the 
double quick step. 

54. The instruction of officers will include all 
the Titles in this system of drill, and suoh regul»> 
lions as prescribe their duties in peace and war. 

55. Every officer will make himself perfectly ae*. 
quainted with the bugle signals : ana should, by 
practice, be enabled, if necessary, to sound thettL 
This knowledge, so necessary in general inatruo 
tioD, becomes of vital importance on actual serfiet 
in the field. 

YOL. I. — 2 
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Instrudion of Serjeants. 

65. As the ^isoipline and efficiency of a oom- 
pany matemlly depend on the conduct and cha- 
taoter of its sergeants, they should be selected with 
eare, and properly instructed in all tho 'duties ap- 
{wrtfuning to their rank. 

57. Their theoretical instruction should include 
the School of the Soldier, the School of the Com- 

^y, and the Drill for Skirmishers. They should 
wise know all the details of service, and the 
regulations prescribing their duties in garrison 
and in campaign. 

58. The captain selects from the corporals in his 
company those whom he judges fit to be admitted 
to the theoretical instruction of the sergeants. 

Imtruciion of Corporals, 

59. Their theoretical instruction should include 
the School of the Soldier, and such regulations at 
prescribe their duties in garrison and in oam- 



The captain selects from his company a few 
priyates, who may be admitted to the theoretical 
tttstruction of the corporals. 

61. As the instruction of sergeants and corpo- 
rab is intended principally to qualify them for 
the instruction of the privates, they should be 
taaght not only to execute, but to explain intelti' 
gib^ every thing they may be required to teach. 
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CbiftmofKlff. 

There are three Hiidi. 

62. The oommaDd of eauiwn, which it cUtenium. 

63. The pw^paraiary command^ wbieh indicatet 
the movement which is to be executed. 

64. The eommand of execution, such as nmtek 
or halt, or, in the manual of arms, the part of 
command which causes an execution. 

65. The tone of command should be animated, 
distinct, and of a loudness proportioned to the 
number of men under instruction. 

66. The command attention is pronounced at 
the top of the voice, dwelling on the last syllable. 

67. The command of execution will be pro- 
nounced in a tone firm and brief. 

68. The oomflianids of caution and the prepara- 
tery commands are herein distinguished by italics^ 
tiioee of execution by capitals. 

69. Those preparatory commands which, from 
tiieir letigth, are difficult to be pronounced at 
once, must be divided into two or three parts, with 
an ascending progression in the tone of command 
but always in such a manner that the tone of 
execution may be more energetic and elevated 
the divisions are indicated by a hyphen. Th« 
putsf of commands which are placed in a paren 
tibosifl, are not pronounced. 
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SCHOOL OP THE SOLDDSB. 

if mt iru l RuUi and dmsion of the School of Dbd 
Soldier. 

^70. The object of this school being the indi- 
ridual and progressive instruction of the reeraits^ 
the instructor never requires a movement to be 
executed until he has given an exact explanation 
of it; and he executes, himself, the movement 
which he commands, so as to join example to pre- 
cept. He accustoms the recruit to take, bj hini" 
self, the position which is explained — teaches him 
to rectify it only when required by his want of in^ 
telligence — and sees that all the movements are 
performed without precipitation. 

71. Each movement should be understood be- 
fore passing to another. After they have been 
properly executed in the order laid down in each 
lesson, the instructor no longer confines himself to 
that order ; on the contrary, he should change it» 
that he ma^ judge of the intelligence of the men. 

72. The instructor allows the men to rest at the 
end of each part of the lessons, and oftener, if ha 
thinks proper, especially at the commencement; 
for this purpose he commands Rxst. 

73. At the command Rist, the soldier is no 
longer reauired to preserve immobility, or to re- 
main in his place. If the instructor wishes merely 

(le) 



d by Google 



SCHOOL OF THl SOLDIKB — i»ART I. 17 

to relieTe tbe attention of the recruit, he oom- 
mands, in place — Best ; the soldier is then not 
required to preserve his immobility, but be ftlwajs 
keeps one of bis feet in its place. 

74. When tbe instructor wishes to commenoe 
tbe instruction, he commands — Attention; at 
this command, tbe soldier takes bis position, re> 
mains motionless, and fixes bis attention. 

75. Tbe School of the Soldier will be divided 
into three parts: the first, comprehending what 
ought to be taught to recruits without arms ; the 
second, tbe manual of arms, tbe loadings and 
firings ; the third, the principles of alignment, tbe 
march by the front, the different steps, tbe march 
by the flank, the principles of wheeling, and thost 
of change of direction ; also, long marches in 
double quick time and the run. 

76. Each part will be divided into lessons, as 
follows : 

PAET IflRST. 

Lesson 1. Position of tbe soldier without arms : 
Eyes right, left and front. 

Lesson 2. Facings. 

Lesson 3. Principles of the direct step in com- 
mon and Quick time. 

Lesson 4. Principles of the direct step in doablt 
quick time and the run. 

PART SECOND. 

Lesson 1. Principles of shouldered arms. 

Lesson 2. Manual of arms. 

Lesson 3. To load in four times, and at wilL 
2» B . 
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18 SCHOOL OF THE BOLmiK— PAST !• 

Lesson 4. FiriDgs, direct, oblique, by file, and 
by rank. 
Lesson 5. To fire and load, kneeling and lying. 
Lesson 6. Bayonet exercise. 

PART THIRD. 

Lesson 1. Union of eight or twelre men for in* 
straction in the principles of alignment. 

Lesson 2. The direct march, the obliqae march, 
and the different steps. 

Lesson 3. The march by the flank. 

Lesson 4. Prindples of wheeling and change of 
direction. 

Lesson 5. Long marches in donble quick time, 
and the run, with arms and knapsacks. 

PART FIRST. 

77. This will be taught, if practicable, to one 
r^^rait at a time; bat three or tour maybe united, 
when the number be great, compared with that 
<*f the instructors. In this case, the recruits will 
^e placed in a single rank, at one pace from each 
other. In this part, the recruits will be without 
4rms. 

Lbsson I. 

Position of the Soldier, 

78. Heels on the same line, as near each othei 
V the conformation of the man will permit ; 

The feet turned out equally, and forming with 
MMh other something less than a right angle ; 
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Th« knees straight without stilbess ; 

The body erect on the hips, inclining a littto 
forward ; 

The shoulders square and falling equally; 

The arms hanging naturally; 

The elbows near the body ; 

The palm of the hand turned a little to th« 
tront, the little finger behind the seam of the pan- 
taloons ; 

The head erect and square to the front, without 
eonstraint ; 

The chin near the stock, without covering it ; 

The eyes fixed straight to the front, and striking 
the ground about the distance of fifteen paces. 

Btmarks on ihepontion ofihe Soldier, 

MuU on tJU MMM line; 

79. Because, if one were in rear of the otner, 
the Moulder on that side would be thrown back, 
or the Dosition of the soldier would be constrained. 

HmU more or Um tioeed/ 

Because, men who are knock-kneed, or who 
have legs with large caWes, cannot, without coii> 
straint, make their heels touch while standing. 

TAe/eei equally turned out, and not forming too large am 
angle; 

Because, if one foot were turned out more thac 
Ihe other, a shoulder would be deranged, and if 
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both feet be too nrach tamed out, it woald not be 
practicable to incline the upper part of the body 
forward wjthout rendering the wnole position oiv 
•teadj. 

Kn4€9 extended wUKoui utiffneet; 

Because, if stiffened, constraint and fiEttigoe 
would be unavoidable. 

The hodjf erect on the kipej 

Because, it gives equilibrium to the position. 
The instructor will observe that many recruits 
have the bad habit of dropping a shoulder, of 
drawing in a side, or of advancing a hip, particu- 
larly the right, when under arms. These are de- 
fects he will labor to correct 

The upper part of the body inclining forward ; 

Because, commonly, recruits are disposed to do 
the reverse, to project the belly, and to throw back 
the shoulders, when they wish to hold themselves 
erect, from which result great inconveniences in 
marching. The habit of inclining forward the 
upper part of the body is so important to contract, 
that the instructor must enforce it at the begin- 
ning, particularly with recruits who have nata 
rally the opposite habit. 

Shottldere equare ; 

Because, if the shoulders be advanced beyond 
the line of the breast, and the back arched (the 
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iefeot called round^h&uJdered, not nncommon 
among recruits), the man cannot align Mmself,- 
nor use his piece with address. It is important, 
then, to correct this defect, and necessary to that 
end that the coat should set easy about the shoul- 
ders and arm-pits ; but in correcting tiiis defect, 
the instructor will take care that the shoulders be 
not thrown too much to the rear, which wonld 
eanse the belly to project, and the small of tlM 
back to be curved. 

Th4 arm* hinging naturally, elhotot near th4 body, th9 
palm of the hand a little turned to the front, the little 
Jinger behind the eeam of the pantaloone ; 

Because, these positions are, equally important 
to the shotdder^rms, and to prevent the man from 
occupying more space in a rank than is necessary 
to a free use of the piece ; they have, moreover, 
the advantage of keeping in the shoulders. 

The face etraight to the/ront, and wthont eonetraint/ 

Because, if there be stiffness in the latter posi- 
tion, it would communicate itself to the whole of 
the upper part of the body, embarrass its move- 
ments, and give pain and fatigue. 

Eyee direct to the/ront/ 

Because, this is the surest means of maintaining 
the shoulders in line — an essential object, to be 
msisted on and attained. 
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80. The intinicior haTing giTen the reerait the 
position of the soldier without anns, will now 
teach him the turning of the head and eyes. He 
will oommand : 

1. JETyet— Right. 2. Fbont. 

81. At the word right, the recmit will torn the 
head gently, so as to bring the inner comer of the 
left eye in a line with the buttons^of the coat, the 
eyes fixed on the line of the eyes of the men in, 
or supposed to be in, the same rank. 

82. At the second command, the head will re- 
sume the direct or habitual position. 

83. The movement oi Eyes — Left will be eze 
euted br inyerse m^ans. 

84. The instructor will take particular care thai 
the movement of the head does not derange the 
squareness of the shoulders, which will happen ii 
the movement of the former be too sudden. 

85. When the instructor shall wish the recruit 
to pass from the state of attention to that of ease, 
he will command : 

RiST. 

^ 86. To cause a resumption of the habitual posl* 
tion, the instructor will command : 

1. Attention, 2. Squab. 

87. At the first word, the recruit will fix his at 
tention; at the second, he will resume the pre 
•oribed position and steadiness. 
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LissonII. 
Faeinffi. 

88. Facing to the right and left will be exeontea 
k one Ume, or pause. The instruotor will com- 
aaad: 

1. Squad. 2. BigM (or left) —Face. 

89. At the second command, raise the right foof 
sliehtly, turn on the left heel, raising the toes a 
litUe, and then replace the right heel by the side 
of the lefty and on the same line. 

90. The full face to the rear (or front) will be 
executed in two times, or pauses. The instructor 
will command: 

1. Squad. 2. Aboitt — Facs. 

91. {First time.. At the word about, the recruit 
will tarn on the left heel, bring the left toe to the 
front, carry the right foot to the rear, the hollow 
opposite to, and full three inches from, the left 
heel, the feet square to each other. 

92. (Second time.) At the word /dc^, the recruit 
will turn on both heels, raise the toes a little, ex- 
tend the hams, face to the rear, bringing, at the 
same time, the right heel by the side of the left. 

03. The instructor will take care that these mo- 
tions do not derange the position cKf the body. 
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LxssoN in. 
Principles of the Direct 8t^. 

94. The length of the direct step, or p*ee, in 
eommon time, will be twenty-eight inches, reckon- 
ing from heel to heel, and in swiftness, at the ratft 
of ninety in a minute. 

95. The instructor, seeing the recrait confirmed 
in his position, will explain to him the principle 
tad mechanism of this step — placing himself six 
or seven paces from, and facing to, the recruit. He 
will himself execute slowly the step in the way of 
illustration, and then command : 

1. Squad, forward, 2. Common time, 
3. March. 

96. At the first command, the recruit will throw 
the weighl^ of the body on the right leg, without 
bending the left knee. 

97. At the third command^ he will smartly, hot 
without a jerk, carry straight forward the left foot 
twenty-eight inches from the right, the sole near 
the ground, the ham extended, the toe a little de- 

Eressed, and, as also the knee, slightly turned out; 
e will, at the same time, throw the weight of the 
body forward, and plant fiat the left foot, without 
shock, precisely at the distance where it finds it> 
self from the right when the weight of the body is 
brought forward, the whole of which will now rest 
•n the advanced foot. The recruit will next, in 
like manner, advance the right foot and plant it as 
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above, tbe heel twenty-eight tnohes from the heel 
of the left foot, and thus continue to march with- 
out crossing the legs, or striking the one against 
the other, without turning the shoulders, and pre- 
servingalways the face direct to the front. 

98. When the instructor shall wish to arrest the 
march, he will command : 

1. Squad, 2. Halt. 

90. At the second command, which will be 

S'ven at the instant when either foot is coming to 
e ground, the foot in the rear will be brought 
up, and planted bj the side of the other, without 
shock. 

100. The instructor will indicate, from time to 
time, to the recruit, tbe cadence of the step by 
giving the command one at the instant of raising 
a foot, and two at tbe instant it ought to be 
planted, observing the cadence of ninety steps in 
a minute. This method will contribute greatly to 
impress upon the mind the two motions into which 
the step is naturally divided. 

101. Common time will be employed only in 
the first and second parts of the School of tbe Sol- 
dier. As soon as tbe recruit has acquired steadiness, 
has become established in tbe principles of shoul- 
dered arms, and in the mechanism, length and 
swiftness of the step in common time, he will be 
practised only in quick time, the double quick 
time, and the run. 

102. Tbe principles of tbe step in quick time 
are tbe same as for common time, but its swiftness 

VOL. I. — 3 
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is at the rate of one huiidred and ten etept pei 
minute. 

103. The instructor wishing the squad t^mareh 
in quick time, will command : 

1. Squad, forward. 2. Maiob. 

Lisbon IV. 
BrincipUs of the Double Quick 8t^. 

104. The length of the double quick step is 
thirty-three inches, and its swiftness at the rate 
of one hundred and sixt^-five steps per minute. 

105. The instructor wishing to teach the recruits 
the principles and mechanism of the double quick 
step, will command : 

1. Double quick step. 2. Mabch. 

106. At the first command, the recruit will ndse 
his hands to a level with his hips, the hands 
closed, the nails towards the body, the elbows to 
the rear. 

107. At the second command, he will raise to 
the front his left leg bent, in order to give to the 
knee the greatest elevation, the part of the leg be- 
tween the knee and the instep vertical, the toe de- 
pressed ; he will then replace his foot in its former 

Eosition ; with the right leg he will execute what 
as just been prescribed for the left, and the alter- 
nate movement of the legs will be continued until 
the command : 
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1. Squad. 2. Halt. 

108. At the second command, the recruit will 
bring the foot which is raised b^ the side of the 
other, and dropping at the same time his hands bj 
bis side, will resume the position of the soldier 
without arms. 

109. The instructor placing himself seven or 
eight paces from, and facing the recruit, will indi« 
eate the cadence by the commands, one and itoo, 
given alternately at the instant each foot should 
be brought to the ground, which at first will be in 
eommon time, but its rapidity will be gradually 
augmented. 

110. The recruit being sufficiently established 
in the principles of this step, the instructor will 
command : 

1. Squad, forward, 2. DoubU quick. 
3. March. 

111. At the first command, the recruit will 
ihrow the weight of his body on the right leg. 

112. At the second command, he wiU place his 
arms as indicated No. 106. 

113. At the third command, he will carry for^ 
ward the left foot, the leg slightly bent, the knee 
somewhat raised — will plant his left foot, the toe 
first, thirty-three inches from the right, and with 
the right foot will then execute what has just 
been prescribed for the left. This alternate move- 
ment of the le^s will take place by throwing the 
weight of the body on the foot that is planted, 
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and by allowing a natural, osoillatorj modon to 
the arms. 

114. The double quick step may be executed 
with different degrees of swiftness. Under urgent 
circumstances the cadence of this step may be in* 
creased to one hundred and eighty per minute. 
At this rate a distance of four thousand, yards 
would be passed over in about twenty-five minutes. 

115. The recruits will be exercised also in run- 
ning. ; 

116. The principles are the same as for the 
double quick step, the only difference consisting 
in a greater degree of swiftness. 

117. It is recommended in marching at double 
quick time, or the run, that the men should 
breathe as much as possible through the nose, 
keeping the mouth closed. Experience has proved 
that, by conforming to this principle, a man can 
pass over a much longer distaoce, and with less 
fatigue. 

PART SECOND. 

OBNXBAL RULKS. 

118. The instructor will not pass the men to 
tfiis second part until they shall be well estar 
l^lished in the position of the body, and in the 
manner of marching at the different steps. 

119. He will then unite four men, whom he will 
place in the same rank, elbow to elbow, and in- 
struct them in the position of shouldered arms, a» 
follows : 
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LiSSON I. 

IMneiples qfShotddered Arms, 

120. The recruit being placed as explained in 
the first lesson of the first part, the instructor will 
cause him to bend the right arm slightly, and 
place the piece in it, in the following manner : 

121. The piece in the right hand — the barrel 
nearly vertical and resting in the hollow of the 
shoulder — the guard to the front, the arm hang- 

* ing nearly at its full length near the body ; the 
thumb and fore-finger embracing the guard, the 
remaining fingers closed together, and grasping 
the swell of the stock just under the cock, which 
rests on the little finger. 

^122. Recruite are frequently seen with natural 
defects in the conformation of the shoulders, 
breast and hips. These the instructor will labor 
to correct in the lessons without arms, and after- 
wards, by steady endeavors, so that the appear- 
ance of the pieces, in the same line, may be uni- 
form, and this without constraint to the men in 
their positions. 

123. The instructor will have occasion to remark 
that recruits, on first bearing arms, are liable to 
derange their position by lowering the right shoul- 
der and the right hand, or by sinking the hip and 
f preading out the elbows. 

124. He will be careful to correct all these 
faults by continually rectifying the position ; he 
will sometimes take away tne piece to replace it 
t^e better ; he will avoid fatiguing the recruits too 

3* 
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much in the be^nning, but labor bj demef to 
render this position ao natural and easy that they 
may remain in it a long time without ratigue. 

125. Finally, the instructor will tiJie great care 
that the piece, at a shoulder, be not carried too 
high nor too low : if too high, the right elbow 
would spread out, the soldier would occupy too 
much space in his rank, and the piece be made to 
waver ; if too low, the files would be too much 
dosed, the soldier would not have the necessary 
space to handle his piece with facility, the right 
arm would become too much fatigued, and would 
draw down the shoulder. 

126. The instructor, before passing to the second 
lesson, will cause to be repeated the movements 
of eyes right, l^, 9,nd JrorU, and the/actii^«. 



LbssonII. 
Manual of Arms, 

127. The manual of arms will be taught to fouf 
men, placed, at first, in one rank, elbow to elbow, 
and atterwards in two ranks. 

128. Each command will be executed in one 
time (or pause), but this time will be divided into 
motions, the better to make known the mechanism* 

129. The rate (or swiftness) of each motion, in 
the manual of arms, with the exceptions herein 
indicated, is fixed at the ninetieth part of a mi- 
nute ; but, in order not to fatigue toe attention, 
the instructor will, at first, look more particularly 
to the execution of the motions, without requiring 
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a nice obsenrance of the cadence, to which he will 
bring the recruits pro^ressivelj^, and afler they 
shall have become a little familiarized with m$ 
handling of the piece. 

130. As the motions relative to the cartridge, to 
the rammer, and to the fixing and unfixing of the 
bajonet, cannot be executed at the rato prescribed, 
nor even with a uniform swiftness, tbej will not 
be subjected to that cadence. The instructor will* 
however, labor to cause these motions to be exe- 
cuted with promptness, and, above all, with regu- 
laritj. 

131. The last syllable of the command will d^ 
cide the brisk execution of the first motion of each 
time (or pause). The commands two, {hree^ and 
your, will decide the brisk execution of the other 
motions. As soon as the recruits shall well com- 
prehend the positions of the several motions of a 
time, they will be taught to execute the time with- 
out resting on its different motions ; the mechan- 
ism of the time will nevertheless be observed, aa 
well to give a perfect use of the piece, as to avoid 
the sinking of, or slurring over, either of the mo- 
tions. 

132. The manual of arms will be taught in the 
following progression: The instructor will com- 
mand: 

Support — Arms. 

One time and three motions, 

133. (First motion,) Bring the piece, with the 
right hand, perpendicularly to the front and be- 
tween the eyes, the barrel to the rear ; seize th« 
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piece with the lefl hand at the lower band, raise 
this hand as high as the chin, and seize the piece 
at the same time with the right hand four inchea 
below the cock. 

134. {Second motion.) Turn the piece with the 
right hand, the barrel to the front ; carry the piece 
to the left shoulder, and pass the fore-arm extended 
on the breast between the right hand and the 
^ck ; support the cock against the left fore-arm, 
the left hand resting on the right breast. 

135. {Third motion,) Drop the right hand by 
the side. 

136. When the instructor may wish to giye re- 
pose in this position, he will command : 

Rest. 

137. At this command, the recraits will bring 
up smartly the right hand to the handle of the 
piece (small of the stock), when they will not be 
required to preserve silence, or steadiness of po- 
sition. 

138. When the instructor may wish the recruits 
to pass from this position to that of silence and 
steadiness, he will command : 

1. Attention, 2. Squab. 

139. At the second word, the recruits will re- 
sume the position of the third motion of support 
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Skmdder — Arks. 
One time and three motums. 

140. {First motion.) Grasp the piece with the 
ri^ht hand under and against the lefk fore-arm ; 
seize it with the left hand at the lower hand, the 
thamb extended ; detach the piece slightly from 
the shoulder, the left fore-arm along the stock. 

141. (Second motion,). Carry the piece vertically 
to the right shoulder with hoth hands, the rammer 
to the front, change the position of the right hand 
80 as to embrace the guard with the thumb and 
fore-finger, slip the left hand to the height of the 
shoulder, the fingers extended and joined, the 
right arm nearly straight. 

142. ( Third motion,) Drop the left hand quickly 
by the side. 

Present — Arms. 

One time and two motions. 

143. {First motion,) With the right hand bring the 
piece erect before the centre of the body, the ram- 
mer to the front ; at the same time seize the piece 
with the left hand half-way between the guide 
tight and lower band, the thumb extended along 
the barrel and against the stock, the fore-arm hori- 
zontal and resting against the body, the hand as 
high as the elbow. 

144. {Second motion,) Grasp the small of the 
stock with the right hand below and against the 
guard. 
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Shoidder^AMMB. 
One time and two moHont. 

145. {FirH motion.) Brin^ the piece to th« 
right shoulder, at the same time change the posi* 
tion of the right hand so as to embrace the guard 
with the thumb and fore-finger, slip up the lefl 
band to the height of the shoulder, the fingers 
extended and joined, the right arm nearly straight. 

146. ( Second motion. ) Drop the left hand quickly 
by the side. 

Order — Arms. 

One time and two motiom. 

147. (First motion.) Seise the piece briskly 
with the left hand near the upper band, and de» 
tach it slightly from the shoulder with the right 
band : loosen the grasp of the right hand, lower 
the piece with the left, reseize the piece with the 
right hand above the lower band, the little fineer 
in rear of the barrel, the butt about four inches 
from the eround, the right hand supported against 
the hip, drop the left hand by the side. 

148. (Second motion.) Let the piece slip through 
the right hand to the ground by opening slighUy 
the fingers, and take the position about to loie 
described. 

Position of order arwu. 

149. The hand low, the barrel between ths 
tiramb and fore-finger extended along the stocky 
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the other fingers extended and joined ; the mnzzle 
about two inches fiv)m the right shonlder; the 
rammer in front ; the toe (or beak) of the butt, 
against, and in a line with, the toe of the right 
foot, the barrel perpendicular. 

150. When the instructor may wish to giye ro* 
pose in this position, he will command : 

Rest. 

151. At this command, the recruits will not be 
required to preserve silence or steadiness. 

152. When the instructor may wish the recruiti 
to pass from this position to that of silence and' 
steadiness, he will command : 

1. Attention, 2. Squad. 

153. At the second word, the recruits will re- 
sume the position of order arms. 

Shoulder — Arms. 

One time and two motions, 

154. {First motion,) Raise the pieee vertically 
with the right hand to the height o£ the right 
breast, and opposite the shoulder, the elbow 
close to the boay; seize the piece with the left 
hand below the right, and drop quickly the right 
hand to grasp the piece at the swell of the stock, 
the thumb and fore-finger embracing the guard ; 
press the piece against the shoulder w\iii the \ef\ 
hand, the right arm nearly straight. 
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155. {Second tnotum.) Drop the left hand qniokfy 
by the side. 

Load in nine times. 

1. Load * 
One time and one motion. 

156. Grasp the piece with the left hand as hij^b 
as the ri^ht elbow, and bring it vertically opposite 
the middle of the body, shift the right hand to the 
upper band, place the butt between the feet, the 
barrel to the front ; seize it with the left hand near 
the muzzle, which should be three inches from the 
body ; carry the right hand to the cartridge box. 

2. Handle — Cartridqb. 

One time and one motion. 

157. Seize the cartridge with the thumb and 
next two fingers, and place it between the teeth. 

3. Tear— Cartridge. 

One time and one motion. 

158. Tear the paper to the powder, hold tha 
eartridge upright between the thumb and first two 
fingers, near the top ; in this position place it in 
front of and near the muzzle — the back of the 
hand to the front. 

* Whenever the loadings and firings are to be exe- 
cuted, the instructor will cause the cartridge boxes to be 
Wou^t to the front. 
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4. Charge — Cartribgb. 
One time and one tnoHon* 

159. Empty tbe powder into the barrel : disen 
gage the ball from the paper with the right hand 
and the thumb and first two fingers of the left; insert 
it into the bore, the pointed end uppermost, and 

Eress it down with the right thumb; seize the 
ead of the rammer with the thumb and fore-finser 
* of the right hand, the other fingers closed, we 
elbows near the body. 

5. Draw — Rammer. 
One time and three motions, 

160. {First motion). Half draw the rammer by 
extending the right arm ; steady it in this position 
with the left thumb; grasp the rammer near the 
muzzle with the right hand, the little finger upper- 
most, the nails to the front, the thumb extended 
along the rammer. 

161. (Second motion,) Clear the rammer from the 
pipes by again extending the arm ; the rammer in 
tbe prolongation of the pipes. 

lo2. (Third motion,) Turn the rammer, the littk 
end of the rammer passing near the left shoulder | 

CB6 the head of the rammer on the ball, the 
k vi the hand to the front. 

6. iSam— Cartridge. 

One time and one motion, 

163, Cnsert the rammer as far as the rights ftnd 
TOL. A. — 4 
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Steady it in this position with the thamb of the left 
hand ; seize the rammer at the small end with the 
thumb and fore-finger of the right hand, the back 
of the hand to the front ; press the ball home, the 
elbows near the body. 

7. Return — ^Raicicxk. 
One time and three moHoni, 

164. {First motion,) Draw the rammer half- war ' 
out, and steady it in this position with the len 
thumb ; grasp it near the muzzle with the right 
hand, the little finger uppermost, the nails to the 
front, the thumb along the rammer; clear the 
rammer from the bore bj extending the arm, the 
nails to the front, the rammer in the prolongsr 
tion of the bore. 

165. [Second motion.) Turn the rammer, the head 
of the rammer passing near the left shoulder, and 
insert it in the pipes until the right hand reaches 
the muzzle, the nails to the front 

166. ( Third motion,) Force the rammer home by 
placing the little finger of the right hand on the 
Dead of the rammer ; pass the left hand down the 
barrel to the extent of the arm, without depressing 
the shoulder. 

8. Prime.* 

One time and two motions, 

167. {First motion,) With the left hand raise 
the piece till the hand is as high as the eye, grasp 

^ If Miynard's primer be used, ths eommaaA will h%. 
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^6 small of ibe stock witb the right hand ; half 
faoo to the right; place, at the same time, the 
right foot behind ana at right angles with the left ; 
the hollow of the right foot aeiunst the left 
heeL Slip the left hand down to tne lower band, 
the thumb along the stock, the left elbow against 
the body ; bring the piece to the right side, the 
bntt below the right n>re-«tm — the small of the 
stock against the body and two inches below the 
right breast, the barrel upwards, the muzzle on a 
level with the eye. 

168. {Second motion.) Half cock with the thumb 
of the right hand, the fingers supported against 
the guard and the small of the stock — remove the 
old cap with one of the fineers of the right hand, 
and with the thumb and rore-finger of the same 
hand take a cap from the pouch, place it on the 
nipple, and press it down with the thumb ; seiia 
the small of the stock with the right hand. 

9. Shotdder^AtMB. 

One time and two moiiona. 

169. {First motion,) Bring the piece to the right 
shoulder and support it there with the left hand, 

load in eight timet, and the eighth command will be, 
thovlder arme, and ezeonted from return rammer, in one 
time and two motioni, aa follows : 

{Firtt motion,) Raise the piece with the left hand, and 
take the position of shoulder arms, as indicated No. 145 

(iSSieoiMl motion,) Drop the left hand quickly by the 



d by Google 



40 SCHOOL or THI 80LDUR— PAET U. 

face to the front ; bring tbe right heel to the nde 
of and on a line with the leu ; grasp the piece 
with the right hand as indicated in the positioii 
of shoulder arms, 

170. {Second motion,) Drop the left hand quickly 
by the side. 

Rbadt. 

One time and three motions, 

17.. {First motion,) Raise the piece slightly 
with the right hand, making a half face to tbe 
right on the left heel ; carry the right foot to the 
rear, and place it at right angles to the left, the 
hollow of it opposite to, and against the left heel ; 
grasp the piece with the left hand at the lower 
bana and detach it slightly from the shoulder. 

172. {Second motion,) Bring down the piece 
with both hands, the barrel upwards, the left 
thumb extended along tbe stock, the butt below 
the right fore-arm, the small of the stock against 
the body and two inches below tbe right breast, 
the muzzle as high as the eye, the left elbow 
against the side ; place at the same time the right 
thumb on the head of the cock, the other fingerb 
under and against the guard. 

173. (Third motion,) Cock, and seize the piece 
at the small of the stock without deranging the 
pc«ition of the butt. 
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Aim. 
One time and one motion, 

174. Raise the piece with both hands, and sup- 
port the batt against the rieht shoulder ; the left 
elbow down, the right as high as the shoulder ; in- 
cline the head upon the butt, so that the right eve 
may perceive quickly the notch of the hausse, the 
front sight, and the object aimed at ; the left eye 
closed, the right thumb extended along ^e stock, 
the fore-finger on the trigger. 

175. When recruits are formed in two ranks 
to execute the firings, the front rank men will 
raise a little less the right elbow, in order to facili- 
tate the aim of the rear rank men. 

176. The rear rank men, in aiming, will each 
carry the right foot about eieht inches to the right* 
and towards the left heel of the man next on the 
right, inclining the upper part of the body for- 
ward. 

FiRB. 

One time and one motion. 

Vn.'PreBB the fore-finger a^nst the trigger, 
fire, without lowering or turning the head, and 
remain in this position. 

178. Instructors will be careful to obserre when 
the men fire, that they aim at some distinct object, 
and that the barrel be so directed that the line of 
fire and the line of sight be in the same vertical 
plane. They will often cause the firing to be exe- 
4 * 

Digitized by Google 



42 seBMb or nm mlsibe-^am n* 

oated on groand of different inclinations, in order 
to aocuBtom the men to fire at object! either abofe 
or below them. 

Load. 
One Ume and one moHon. 

179. Bring down the piece with both hands, at 
the same time face to the front and take the posi- 
tion of load as indicated No. 156. Each rear 
rank man will bring his right foot by the side of 
the left. 

180. The men being in this position, the in- 
structor will cause the loading to be continued bj 
the commands and means prescribed No. 156 and 
following. 

181. K, after firing, the instructor should not 
wish the recruits to reload, he will command: 

Shoulder — ^Arxs. 
One Ume and one moHon. 

182. Throw up the piece briskly with the left 
hand and resume the position of shoulder armti 
at the same time face to the front, turning on the 
left heel, and bring the right heel on a Ime with 
the left. 

183. To accustom the recruits to wait for the 
command fircj the instructor, when they are in 
the position of airrif will command : 
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J200OMr— Abxb. 
One time and one moiion. 

184. Althfi first part of the oommand, withdraw 
tfee finger from the trigger ; at the command armSt 
retake the position of the third motion of recuiy, 

185. The recruits being in the position of the 
third motion of readiff if the instructor should 
wish to bring them to a shoulder, he will com- 
mand: 

Shoulder — Arms. 

One time and one motion. 

186. At the command shmlder, place the thumb 
upon the cock» the fore-finger on the trigger, half- 
cock, and seize the smaHoT the stoc^ with the 
right hand. At the command arms, bring up the 
piece briskly to the right shoulder, and retake the 
position of shoulder arms. 

187. The recruits being at shoulder arms, when 
the instructor shall wish to fix bayonets, he will 
oommand: 

JVsc— Batonbt. 

One time and three matiani. 

188. (First motion.) Orasp the piece with the 
left hand at the height of the shoulaer, and detach 
it slightly from the shoulder with the right hand. 

189. {Second motion,) Quit the piece with the 
light hand, lower it with the left hwd, opposite 
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the middle of the body, and place the butt between 
the feet without shook ; the rammer to the rear, 
the barrel vertical, the muzzle three inches from 
the body ; seize it with the right hand at the upper 
band, and carry the leflb hand reversed to the 
handle of the sabre-bayonet 

190. (Third motion,) Draw the sabre-bayonet 
from the scabbard and fix it on tho extremity of 
the barrel ; seize the piece with the left hand, the 
arm extended, the rignt hand at the upper band. 

Shoulder— AjBLMn. 
One time and two motiont. 

191. (First motion.) Raise the piece with the 
left hand and place it against the right shoulder, 
the rammer to the front ; seize the piece at the 
same time with the ri^ht hand at the swell of the 
stock, the thumb and fore-finger embracing the 
guard, the right arm nearly extended. 

192. (Secmd motion.) Drop briskly the left 
hand by the side. 

Charge — ^Batonit. 
One time and two motions, 

193. (First motion.) Raise the piece slightly 
with the right hand and make a half face to the 
right on the left heel ; place the hollow of the 
rieht foot opposite to, and three inches from the 
Im heel, the feet square ; seize the piece at the 
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fame time with the left hand a little above the 
lower band. 

194. (Second Tnotion,) Bring down the piece 
with both hands, the barrel uppermost, the left 
elbow against the body ; seize the small of the 
stock, at the same time, with the rightliand, which 
will be supported against the hip ; the point of th« 
sabre-bayonet as high as the eye. 

iS%ou&2er— Arms. 

One time and two moHom, 

195. {First motion,) Throw up the piece briskly 
with the left hand in facing to the front, place i% 
against the right shoulder, the rammer to the 
front ; turn the right hand so as to embrace the 
guard, slide the left hand to the height of the 
shoulder, the right hand pearly extended. 

196. (Second motion.) Drop the left hand 
smartly by the side. 

IVat2— Arms. ' 

One time and two motions, 

197. (Fbrst TuotUm,) The same as the first mo« 
tion of order arms. . 

198. (Second motion.) Incline the muzzle slightly 
to the front, the butt to the rear and about four 
inches from the ground. The right hand sup- 
ported at the hip, will so hold the piece that the 
rear rank men may not touch with their bayonets 
the men in the front rank. 



d by Google 



wfmooL OF noi soldub — pabw Or 



Shouldir — Arms. 

199. At the oommand shoulder^ raise the pteee 
perpendicalarly in the right hand, the little nDger 
m rear of ttfe barrel ; at the command amu, exe- 
cute what has been prescribed for the shoulder 
from the position of order arms. 

ITn/fa^— Batonit^ 

One time and three motions, 

200. (First and second motions.) The same as 
the first and second motions ofjix bayonet, except 
that, at the end of the second command, the thumb 
of the right hand will be placed on the spring of 
the sabre-bayonet, and the left hand will embrace 
the handle of the sabre-bayonet and the barrel, 
the thumb extended along the blade. 

201. {Third motion.) Press the thnmb of the 
right hand on the spring, wrest off the sabre- 
bayonet, turn it to the right, the edge to the 
front, lower the guard until it touches the right 
hand, which will seize the baek and the edge of 
the blade between the thumb and first two fingers, 
the other fingers holding the piece; change the 
position of the hand without quitting the handle, 
return the sabre-bayonet to the scabbard, and seise 
Hie piece with the left hand, the arm extended. 
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iS^ouWcr— Abms. 
One time and two moUona. 

202. {First motionA The same as the first mo> 
kioB from^ bayonet. No. 191. 

203. Second motion.) The same as the second 
motion from^ bayonet, No. 192. 

/Secure— Arms. 

One time and three motions, 

204. (First motion,] The same as the first mo- 
tion of support arms, No. 133, except with the right 
hand seize the piece at the small of the stock. 

205. (Second motion,) Turn the piece with both 
hands, the barrel to the front ; bring it opposite 
the left shoulder, the butt against the hip, the left 
hand at the lower band, the thumb as hi^ as the 
chin and extended on the rammer ; the piece erect 
and detached from the shoulder, the left fore-arm 
sgainst the piece. 

206. ( Third motion,) Reverse the piece, pass it 
under the left arm, the left hand remaining at the 
lower band, the thumb on the rammer to prevent 
it from sliding out, the little finger resting against 
the hip, the right hand flEilling at the same time 
by the side. 
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Shoulder — ^Arms. 
One time and three motiom. 

207. {First motion.) Raise the piece with tlie 
left hand, and seize it with the right hand at the 
small of the stock. The piece erect and detached 
from the shoulder, the butt against the hip, the leffe 
fore-arm along the piece. 

208. (Secomi motion.) The same as the second 
motion of shoulder arm^from a support. 

209. (Third motion.) The same as the third mo- 
tion of shoulder arms from a support. 

Eight shoulder shift — Arms. 

One time and two motions, 

210. (First motion.) Detach the piece perpen- 
dicularly from the shoulder with the right hand, 
ftnd seize it with the left between the lower band 
and guide-sight, raise the piece, the left hand at 
the height of the shoulder and four inches from 
it; place, at the same time, the right hand on the 
butt, the beak between the first two fingers, the 
other two fingers under the butt plate. 

211. (Second motion.) Quit the piece with the 
left hand, raise and place the piece on the righ^ 
shoulder with the right hand, the lock plate up- 
wards ; let fall, at the same time, the left hand \>y 
the side. 
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Shoulder — Abks. 
One time and two motiont, 

212. (First motion.) Raise the piece perpendica 
larly by extendine the right arm to its full length, 
the rammer to the fron^ at the same time seisi 
the piece with the left hand between the lowei 
bana and guide sight. 

213. (Second motion,) Quit the butt with the 
right hand, which will immediately embrace the 
guard, lower the piece to the position of shoulder 
arms, slide up the left hand to the height of the 
shoulder, the fingers extended and closed. Drop 
the left hand by the side. 

214. The men being at support arms, the in* 
Btructor will sometimes cause pieces to be brought 
to the right shoulder. To this effect, he will 
oommand : 

Bight shoulder shift — Arms. 
One time and two motions, 

215. (First motion,) Seize the piece with the 
right hand, below and near the left fore-arm, place 
the left hand under the butt, the heel of the butt 
between the first two fingers. 

216. (Second motion.) Turn the piece with the 
left hand, the lock plate upwards, carry it to the 
right shoulder, the left hand still holding the butt^ 
the muzzle elevated ; hold the piece in this posi- 
tion and place the right hand upon the butt as ia 
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prescribed No. 210, and let fall the left hand by 
the Bide. 

iSfujTport— Arms. 

One tinu and two motiom. 

217. (First motion,) The same as the first mo* 
tion (^shoulder arms, No. 212. 

218. (/Second motion,) Torn the piece with both 
hands, the barrel to the front, carry it opposite 
the left shoulder, slip the right hand to the small 
of the stock, place the left fore-arm extended on 
the breast as is prescribed No. 134, and let fall 
the right hand by the side. 

Arms — At will. 

One time and one motion* 

219. At this command, carry the piece at plai^ 
sure on either shoulder, with one or both luuidsy 
the muzzle elevated. 

Shoulder^AnuB, 

One time and one motion, 

220. At this command, retake quickly the posi- 
tion of shoulder arms. 

221. The recruits being at ordered arms, when 
the instructor shall wish to cause the pieces to be 
placed on the ground, he will command : 
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Oraundr^Anus. 
One time and two motions* 

222, {Firgt motion,) Turn the piece with th« 
rif ht hand, the barrel to the left, at the same time 
seise the cartridge box with the left hand, bend 
the bodj, advance the left foot, the heel opposite 
the lower band; lay the piece on the ground witll 
the right hand, the toe of the butt on a line with 
the right toe, the knees slightly bent, the right 
heel raised. 

223. {Second motion,) Jlise up, bring the left 
foot by the side of the right, quit the cartridge box 
with the left hand, and drop the hands by the 
side. 

Baise — ^Arms. 

One time and two motions* 

22A, (First motion,) Seize the cartridge box 
with the left hand, bend the body, adyance the 
left «foot opposite the lower band, and seise the 
piece with the right hand. 
. 225. (Second motion,) Raise the piece, bringing 
the left foot by the side of the right; turn the 
piece with the right hand, the rammer to the 
iront; at the same time quit the cartridge box 
with the left hand, and drop this hand by the side. 

Inspection of Arms. 

226. The recruits being at ordered arms, and 
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baviDg the sabre-bayooet in the scabbard, if the 
instructor wishes to cause an inspection of armi» 
he will command: 

Inspection — A rms. 

One time and two motions. 

227. (First motion,) Seize the piece with the 
left hand below and near the upper band, carry it 
with both hands opposite the middle of the body, 
the butt between the feet, the rammer to the rear, 
the barrel vertical, the muzzle about three inches 
from the body; carry the left hand reversed to 
the sabre-bayonet, draw it from the scabbard and 
fix it on the barrel ; grasp the piece with the left 
hand below and near the upper band, seize the 
rammer with the thumb ana fore-fineer of the 
right hand bent, the other lingers closed. 

228. (Second motion.) Draw the rammer as has 
been explained in loading^ and let it glide to the 
bottom of the bore, replace the piece with the left 
hand opposite the right shoulder, and retake the 
position of ordered arms, 

229. The instructor will then inspect in succes- 
sion the piece of each recruit, in passing along the 
front of the rank. Each, as the instructor reaches 
him, will raise smartly his piece with his right 
band, seize it with the left between the lower biMid 
and guide sight, the lock to the front, the left 
hand at the height of the chin, the piece opposite 
to the left eye ; the instructor will take it with the 
ripht hand at the handle, and, after inspecting it, 
wUl return it to the recruit who will receive it 
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btek with the rieht hand, and replace it in the 
position of ordered arms, 

230. When the instructor shall have passed him, 
each recmit willcetake the position prescribed at 
the command inspection armSj return the rammer, 
and resume the position of ordered arms, 

231. If, instead of inspection of arms, the in- 
structor should merely wish to cause bayonets to 
be fixed, he will command : 

Fixr—BxYomMT, 

232. Take the position indicated No. 227, fix 
bayonets as has been explained, and immediately 
resume the position of ordered arms, 

233. If it be the wish of the instructor, after 
firing, to ascertain whether the pieces have been 
discharged, he will command : 

Sj^ng — ^Rammers. 

234. Put the rammer in the barrel as has been 
explained above, and immediately retake the posi- 
tion of ordwed arms, 

235. The instructor, for the purpose stated, can 
Me the rammer by the small end, and spring it 
in the barrel, or cause each recruit to make it nng 
in the barrel! 

36. Eacli recmit, after the instructor passes 
b, will return rammer, and resume the position 
^t ordered anM, 
6* 
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Remarks on the Manual of Arms, 

237. The mannal of arms freqtiently distorts the 
persons of reomits before the^ acquire ease and 
confidence in the sereral positions. The instrao- 
ior will therefore frequently recur to elementary 
principles in the course of the lessons. 

238. Recruits are also extremely liable to curre 
the sides and back, and to derange the shoulders, 
especially in loading. Consequently, the instruc- 
tor will not cause them to dwell too long, at a 
time, in one position. 

239. When, after some days of exercise in the 
manual of arms, the four men shall be well esta- 
blished in their use, the instructor will always te^ 
minate the lesson by marching the men for some 
time in one rank, and at one pace apart, in com- 
mon and quick time, in order to confirm them 
more and more in the mechanism of the step ; he 
will also teach them to mark time and to change 
step, which will be executed in the following man- 
ner: 

To mark time. 

240. The four men marching in the direct step, 
the instructor will command: 

1. Mark time. 12. Mabch. « 

241. At the second command, which will bt 

SVen at the instant a foot is coming to the ground, 
e recruits will make a semblance of marchiug. 
by bringing the heels by the side of each other, 
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tt&d obMrpiog the cadence of the step, by raifinf 
•aoh foot alternately without advancing. 

242. The instructor wishing the direct step it 
be resumed, w^ command : 

1. Forward* 2. Maioh. 

243. At the second o<»nmand, which will be 
given as prescribed above, the recruits will retak* 
^» step oi twen^-eight inches. 

To change iUp. 

244. The squad being in march, the instmotoff 
will command: 

1. Change 9t^, 2. March. 

245. At the second command, which will be 
fj^iren at the instant either foot is coming to the 
ground, bring the foot which is in rear by the side 
of vhat wnicn is in iront, and siep off again with 
the foot which was in front. 

To marek haeikwarde, 

246. The instructor wishing the squad b march 
iMMkwards, will command : 

1. Squad backward. 2. Mabch. 

247. At the second command, the recruits wi|l 
step off smartly with the left fbot fourteen inches 
to tiie rear, reckoning from heel to heel, and so on 
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with the feet in saccession till the commAnd halt, 
which will always he preceded by the caution 
tqfiad. The men will halt at this command, and 
bring back the foot in front bj the side of the 
other. 

248. This step will always be executed in qoiok 
time. 

249. The instructor will be watchful that the 
recruits march straight to the rear, and that the 
erect position of the body and the piece be not de- 
ranged. 

LissQirin. 

7b load in four times, 

250. The object of this lesson is to prepare the 
recruits to load at will, and to cause tnem to dis- 
tinguish the times which require the greatest regu- 
larity and attention, such as charge cartridge, ratn 
cartridge, and prime. It will be divided as fol- 
lows: 

251. The first time will be executed at the end 
of the command; the three others at the oom- 
mands, two, three und four. 

The instructor will command : 

1. Load in four times. 2. Loai>. 

252. Execute the times to include charge car- 
tridge. 

Two. 

253. Execute the times to include ram oai^ 
tndg^. 
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Thbib. 
2S4 fizeovte the times to inolade prime. 
Four. 

255. Execute tiie time of shoulder arm$. 

ToloadaiwiU. 

256. The instructor will next teach loading at 
will, which will he executed as loading in four 
times, hut continued, and without resting on either 
of the times. He will command : 

1. LoadattoUL 2. Load. 

257. The instructor will hahituate the recruits, 
hj degrees, to load with the greatest possible 
promptitude^ each without regulating himself by 
nis neighbor* and above all without waiting for 
him. 

258. The cadence prescribed No. 129, is not ap- 
plicable to loading in four limes, or at will. 

LissonIY. 
Fkrings* 

259. The firings are direct ?r oblique, and will 
be «xe<mted as follows : 
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The dknstfirt. 

260. The instniotor will give the ibllewkig 
mands: 

1. Firt ly squad. 2. Squad, 3. Biadt. 4. Aim. 
5. FntB. 6. Load. 

261. These several commands will be ezeonted 
as has been prescribed in the Manual of Arms, At 
the third command, the men will come to the posi- 
tion of ready as heretofore explained. At the 
fourth the J will aim according to the rank in 
which each may find himself placed, the rear rank 
men inclining forward a little the upper part of 
the body, in order that their pieces may reach as 
much beyond the front rank as possible. 

262. At the sixth command, they will load 
their pieces and return immediately to the posi- 
tion 01 ready, 

263. Tne instructor will recommence the hriag 
by the commands : 

1. Squad. 2. Aim. B. Fiu. 4. Load. 

264. When the instructor wishes the firing to 
eease, he will command : 

Ceaaeflring, 

265. At this command, the men will cease fliingi 
but will load their pieces if unloaded, and afiei^ 
imds bring them to a shoulder. 
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ObUque Fir(ng9, 

266. The oblique firings will be executed to the 
right and left, and by the same commands as the 
direct fire, with this single difference — the com- 
mand aim will always be preceded by the caation, 
right or l^ oblique, 

Fcsiiian of the two ranks in (he Ol>Hque Fire to the 
right. 

267. At the command ready^ the two ranks will 
execute what has been prescribed for the direct 
fire. 

268. At the cautionary command, rigid obHique^ 
the two ranks will throw back the right shoulder 
and look steadily at the obiect to be hit. 

269. At the command mm, each front rank man 
will aim to the right without deranging the feet ; 
each rear rank man will advance the lefl foot 
about eight inches towards the right hedf^ the 
man next on the rigbt of his file &ader and aim 
to the right, inclining the upper part of the body 
forward and bending a little the left knee. 

rosiiion of the two ranks in the Oblique Fire to the . 
Uft. 

270. At the cautionary command l^ dblique, 
the two ranks will throw back the left shouMer 
and look steadily at the object to be hit. 

271. At the command aim, the tfdnt rank will 
take aim to the left without deranging the feet; 
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ea.3h man in the rear rank will advance the nght 
foot about eight inches towards the right hee'RiT 
the man next on the right of his file leader, and 
aim to the left, inclining the upper part of th« 
body forward and bending a little the right knee. 
272. In both oases, at the command load, the 
men of each rank will come to the position of load 
as prescribed in the direct fire ; the rear rank men 
bringing back the foot which is to the right and 
front by the side of the other. Each man will 
continue to load as if isolated. 

Tofirthy file, 

% 3. The fire by file will be executed by the two 
ranks, the files of which will fire successively, and 
without regulating on each other, except for the 
first fire. 

274. The instructor will command : 

1. Fire ly fiU, 2,. Squad. 3. Ready. 4. Com- 

MENCB FIRING. 

275. At the third command, the two ranks will 
take the position prescribed in the direct fire. 

276. At the fourth command, the file on the 
right will aim and fire ; the rear rank man in aim- 
ing will take the position indicated No. 176. 

277. The men of this file will load their pieces 
briskly and fire a second time; reload and fire 
again, and so on in continuation. 

278. The second file will aim, at the instant 
the £r8t brings down pieces to reload, and will 
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eonform in all respects to that which has just been 
prescribed for the first file. 

279. After the first fire, the front and rear rank 
men will not be required to fire at the same time. 

280. Each man, after loading, will return to the 
position of ready and continue the fire. 

281. When the instructor wishes the fire to 
oease, he will command : 

Cease— TiRVXQ, 

282. At this command, the men will cease 
firing. If they have fired they will load their 
pieces and bring them to a shoulder ; if at the 
position ofreadi/f they will half-cock and shoulder 
arms. If in the position of aim, they will bring 
down their pieces, half-cock, and shoulder arms. 

To fire by rank. 

283. The fire by rank will be executed by each 
entire rank, alternately. 

284. The instructor will command : 

1. Fire hy rank. 2. Squad. 3. Ready. 4. Bear 
rank. 5. Aim. 6. Fire. 7. Load. 

285. At the third command, the two ranks will 
take the position of ready, as prescribed in the 
direct fire. 

286. At the seventh command, the rear rank 
will ozecuto that which has been prescribed in the 
direct fire, and afterwards take the position of 
ready. 

TOL. I.— 6 
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287. As soon as the instrnctor sees soTeral men 
of the rear rank in the position of ready, he will 
command: 

1. Front rank, 2. Am. 3. Firs. 4. Load. 

288. At these commands, the men in the front 
rank will execute what has been prescribed for 
the rear rank, but they will not step off with the 
right foot. 

289. The instructor will recommence the firing 
by the rear rank, and will thus continue to alter- 
nate from rank to rank, until he. shall wish the 
firing to cease, when he will command, cease firing^ 
which will be executed as heretofore prescribed. 



LxssoN y. 
To fire and had kneeling. 

290. In this exercise the squad will be supposed 
loaded and drawn up in one Tank. The instruo- 
tion win be given to each man individually, with- 
out times or motions, and in the following manner. 

291. The instructor will command : 

Firs and load knxbling. 

292. At this command, the man on the right of 
the squad will move forward three paces and halt; 
then carry the right foot to the rear and to the 
right of the left heel, and in a position convenient 
for placing the right knee upon the ground in 
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bending the left leg ; plaoe the right knee upon 
Uie ground; lower the piece, the left fore-arm 
supported npon the thisn on the same side, the 
right hand on the small of the stock, the batt 
resting on the right thigh, the left hand support* 
ing the piece near the lower band. 

293. He will next move the right leg to the left 
•round the knee supported on the ground, until 
Uiis lee is nearly peipendicular to the direction 
of the left foot, and thus seat himself comfortably 
on the right heel. 

294. lUise the piece with the right hand and 
support it with the left, holding it near, the lower 
band, the left elbow resting on the left thigh near 
the knee ; seise the hammer with the thumb, the 
forefinger under the guard, cock and seize the 
piece at the small of the stock ; bring the piece to 
the shoulder, aim and ^re. 

295. Bring the piece down as soon as it is fired, 
and support it with the left hand, the butt resting 
against the right thigh; carry the piece to the 
rear rising on the knee, the barrel downwards, 
the butt resting on the ground ; in this position 
support the piece with the left hand at the upper 
band, draw cartridge with the right and load the 
piece, ramming the ball, if necessary, with both 
bands. 

296. When loaded bring the piece to the front 
with the left hand, which holds it at the upper 
band ; seize it at the same time with the right 
band at the small of the stock ; turn the piece, the 
barrel uppermost and nearly horizontal, the left 
elbow resting on the left thigh ; half-cock, remove 
the old oap and prime, rise, and return to the ranks* 
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297. The second man will then be taught what 
has jnst been prescribed for the first, and so on 
through the remainder of the squad. 

To fir t and load lying, 

298. In this exercise the squad will be in one 
rank and loaded; .the instruction will be given 
individually and without times or motions. 

299. The instructor will command : 

FlHl AND LOAD LYING. 

300. At this command, the man on the right 
of the squad will move forward three paces and 
halt; he will then bring his piece to an order, 
drop on both knees, and place himself on the 
ground flat on his belly. In this position he will 
support the piece nearly horizontal with the left 
hand, holding it near the lower band, the butt end 
of the piece and the left elbow resting on the 
ground, the barrel uppermost; cock tne piece 
with the right hand, and carry this hand to the 
small of the stock ; raise the piece with both 
hands, press the butt against the shoulder, and 
resting on both elbows, aim and fire, 

301. As soon as he has fired, bring the piece 
down and turn upon his left side, still rest- 
ing on his left elbow ; bring back the piece until 
the cock is opposite his breast, the butt end rest- 
ing on the ground ; take out a cartridge with the 
right hand ; seize the small of the stocK with this 
hand, holding the cartridge with the thumb and 
two first fingers ; he will then throw himself on 
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his back itill holding the yieee with 1>oth bands ; 
carry the piece to the rear, place the butt betweea 
the heels, the barrel up, the muzzle elevated. In 
this position, charge cartridge, draw rammer, ram 
cartridge, and return rammer. 

302. When finished loading, the man will turn 
again upon his left side, remove the old cap an4 
prime, then raise the piece vertically, rise, turn 
about, and resume his position in the ranks. 

803. The second man will be taught what hai 
just been prescribed for the first, and so o« 
throughout the squad. 



LissoN YI. 

Bat/onet Exertise. 

304. The bayonet exercise in this book will b« 
eoifined to two movements, the guard against tV 
fantryt and the guard against caxalry. The men 
will be placed in one rank, with two paces inter- 
val, ana being at shoulder arms, the instructor 
wiU command: 

1. Guard against Infantry, 2. Guard. 

One time and two motions. 

^ 305. [First motion,) Make a half face to the 
right turning on both heels, the feet square to 
each other; at the same time raise the piece 

*♦ B 
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■Kghtly, and seize it with the left hand aboTe aad 
near the lower band. 

306. {Second motion.) Carry the right foot 
twenty inches perpendicnlarly to the rear, the 
right heel on the prolongation of the left, the 
knees slightly bent, the weight of the body rest- 
ing equally on both legs; lower the piece with 
both bands, the barrel uppermost, the left elbow 
anunst the body ; seise the piece at the same time 
with the right hand at the small of the stock, the 
arms falling naturally, the point of the bayonet 
slightly elevated. 

Shotdder—ARUS. 

One time and one motion, 

307. Throw up the piece with the left hand, and 
place it against the right shoulder, at the same 
time bring the right heel by the side of the lefk 
and face to the front. 

1. Guard against Cavalry. 2. Guard. 

One time and two motions. 

308. Both motions the same as for guard againti 
infanirf/t except that the right hand will be sop* 
ported against the hip, and the bayonet held al 
the height of the eye, as in charge bagond. 
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Shoulder — Arks. 

One time and one motion, 

309.^ Spring up the piece with the left hand and 
place it against the right shoulder, at the sania 
&me bring the right heel by the side of the lefl^ 
and face to the front. 

PART THIRD. 

310. When the recruits are well established in 
the principles and mechanism of the step, iheposi' 
Hon of {he body, and the manual of arms, the in- 
structor will unite eight men, at least, and twelve 
men, at most, in order to teach them the princi- 
ples' of alignment, the principles of the touch of 
elbows in marching to the front, the principles of 
the march by the flank, wheeling from a halt, 
wheeling in marching, and the change of direction 
to the side of the guide. He will place the squad 
in one rank elbow to elbow, and number the men 
from right to left. 

Lesson I. 
Aliffnments, 

311. The instructor will at first teach the ref- 
eraits to align themselves man by man, in order 
the better to make them comprehend the prinoi* 
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pies of alignment ; to this end, he will command 
the two men on th« right flank to march two paces 
to the ^nt, and having ah'gned them, he will caa« 
tion the remainder of the squad to move up, aa 
they may be successively called, each by his num- 
ber, and align themselves successively on the line 
of the first two men. 

312. Each recruit, as designated by his number, 
will turn the head and eyes to the right as pre- 
scribed in the first lesson of the first part, and will 
march in quick time two paces /(ynca/rd^ shortening 
the last, so as to find himself about six inches be- 
hind the new alignment, which he ought never to 
pass : he will next move up steadily by steps of 
two or three inches, the hams extended, to the side 
of the man next to him on the alignment, so that, 
without deranging l^e head, the Hne of the- eyes, 
or that of the shoulders, he may find himself in 
the exact line of his neighbor, whose elbow he 
will lightly touch without opening his own. 

'SIS. The instructor seeing the rank well aligned* 
will command: 

Fbont* 

314. At this, the recruits will turn eyes to th« 
front, and remain firm. 

315. Alignments to the left will be executed on 
the same principles. 

316. When the recruits shall have thus learned 
to align themselves man by man, correctly, and 
without groping or jostling, the instructor will 
anise the entire rank to align itself at once by the 
command : 
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Bighi (or leJi)^J>nss. 

317. At this, the rank, except the two 
placed in advance as a basis of alignment, will 
move up in ^ick timet and place themselves on 
the new line, according to the principles pre* 
scribed No. 312. 

318. The instructor, placed five or six paces in 
front, and facinz the rank, will carefully observe 
that the principles are followed, and then pass to 
the flank that has served as the basis, to verify the 
alignment. 

319. The instructor seeing the greater number 
of the rank aligned, will command : 

Front* 

320. The instructor may ^lerwards order ihk 
or that file forward or ftocA;, designating each by 
Its number. The file or files designated, only, will 
slightly turn the head towards the basis, to judffo 
how much they ought to move up or back, steadilj 
place themselves on the line, and then turn eves 
to the front, without a particular command to that 
effect. 

321. Alignments to the rear will be executed on 
the samo principles, the recruits stepping b^k a 
little beyond the line, and then dressing up accord- 
ing to the principles prescribed No, 31^ the in- 
structor commaniung 
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Eight (or J^) backward — Dsisi. 

322. Aher each alignment, the instructor will 
Ozamine the position of the men, and cause the 
rank to come to ordered arms, to prevent too much 
fktigae, and also the danger of negligenee al 
Mouldered arms. 

LissonII. 

323. The men having learned, in the first and 
second parts, to march with steadiness in common 
time, and to take steps equal in len^h and swift- 
ness, will he exercised in the third part only in 
quick time, double quick time, and the run; the in- 
structor will cause them to execute successively, at 
these different gaits, the march to the front, the 
facing ahout in marching, the march by the flank, 
tiie wheels at a halt and in marching, and the 
changes of direction to the side of the ^uide. 

324. The instructor will inform the recruits 
that at the command march, they will alwavs 
move off in quick time, unless this command shoold 
1^ preceded by that of double quick. 

To march to the front. 

325. The rank being correctly aligned, when th« 
instructor shall wish to cause it to march by the 
front, he will place a well instructed man on the 
right or the left, according to the side on whieb be 
may wish the guide to be, and command: 
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1. Squadi forward, 2. G^uie rt^Ai (or 2^}. 
3. March. 

326. At. the command march, the rank will stef 
off smartly with the left foot ; the guide will take 
•are to march straight to the front, keeping hi» 
shoulders always in a square with that line. 

327. The instructor will observe, in marching 
to the front, that the men touch lightly the elbow 
towards the side of the guide ; that they do not 
open out the left elbow, nor the right arm ; that 
they yield to pressure coming from the side of the 
guide, and resist that coming from the opposite 
side ; that they recover by insensible degrees the 
•light touch 01 the elbow, if lost ; that they main- 
tain the head direct to the front, no m^ter on 
which side the guide may be ; and if found before 
or behind the alignment, that the man in fault 
corrects himself by shortening or lengthening the 
Btep, by degrees, almost insensible. 

^28. The instructor will labor to cause recruits 
to comprehend that the alignment can only be pre* 
served, in marching, by the regularity of the step, 
the touch of the elbow, and the maintenance of the 
shoulders in a square with the line of direction ; 
that if, for example, the step of some be longer 
than that of others, or if some march faster than 
others, a separation of elbows, and a loss of the 
alignment, would be inevitable ; that if (it being 
required that the head should be direct to the 
front) they do not strictly observe the touch of 
elbows, it would be impossible for an individual to 
ja<^e whether he marches abreast with his Beigh- 
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Ibor, or not ftod whether there be not an interyal 
between them. 

329. The impulsion of thet|uick step having a 
tendency to make men too easy and free in their 
moyements, the instructor will be careful to rego^ 
late the cadence of this step, and to habituate them ' 
to preserve always the erectness of tiie body, and 
the due length of the pace. 

330. The men being well established in the prin- 
eiples of the direct march, the instructor Wiu ex- 
ercise them in marching obliquely. The rank 
being in march, the instructor wiU command : 

1. BigTU (or left) oblique. 2. March. 

331. At the second command, each man will 
mtike a half face to the right (or left), and will 
then march straight forward in toe new direction. 
As the men no longer touch elbows, they will 
glanoe along the shoulders of the nearest files, 
towards the side to which they are obliouing, and 
will regulate their steps so that the shoulders shall 
always be behind that of their next neighbor on 
that side, and that his head shall conceal the 
heads of the other men in the rank. Besides this^ 
the men should preserve the same length of pace, 
and the same d^ree of obliquity. 

332. The instructor wisniog to resume tht 
primitive direction, will command : 

1. Forward. 2. March. 

338. At the second command, each man will 
a half foce to the left (or right), and all will 
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Tb march to ihe/rorU in double quidt imu* 

334. When the several principles^ heretofore ex« 
plained, have become familiar to the recruits, and 
they shi^ be well established in the po^on of 
the bod J, the bearing of arms, and the mechani^n^ 
leae^ and swiftness of the Step, the instrnetor 
waU pcMS them from quick to dcmble qmek time, 
and the reyerse, observing not to make thent 
maxoh obliqnely in double quick time, till they 
are well established in the eadence of this step. 

335. The squad being at a march in quick time^ 
tke instructor will command: 

1. Double quick. 2. March. 

336. At the command march, which will be given 
when ^^er foot is ooming to the ground, the 
•quad' ^11 step off in double qudek time. The 
men vrill endeavor to follow the principles laid' 
dovm in the first part of this book, and to preserve 
the alignmeat. ^ 

337. When the instructor wishes the squad to 
BMiime the step in quick time, he will commands 

1. Quick time. 2. Haboh. 

338. At ^e command march, which will be given 
when either foot is coming to the ground, the 
squad will retake the stej) in quick time. 

339. The squad being in march, the instructoz 
TOL. I.— 7 
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will ImiH it by the oommftads aftd maAos prMeriM 
No8. 98 and 99. Tht ootnmand kaU, will be givea 
ao instant before the foot is ready to be placed on 
the icroond. 

^ 340. The squad beine in march in doable qniok 
tame, the instructor will ocdaaionall^ oaoee it to 
nark time by the commands prescribed No. 240* 
The men will then mark double quick time, with- 
out altering the cadence of the step. He will alto 
eause them to pass from the direct to the obliqns 
•tep, and reciprocally, conforming to what hat 
been prescribed No. 330, and following. 

341. The squad being at a halt, the instraotor 
will cause it to march in double quick time, by 
{Mrecedinff the command march, by doubh quick. 

342. The instructor will endeavor to regulate 
well the cadence of this step. 

To face about in marching. 

343. If the squad be marching in quick, <Mb 
doable quick time, and the instructor should wish 
to march it in retreat, he will command: 

1. Squad right about. 2. Mabch. 

344. At the command march^ which will be glTe» 
at the instant the left foot is coming to the ground, 
the recruit will bring this foot to the ground, and 
turning on it, will face to the rear ; he will thcB 
place tbe right foot in the new directioti, and step 
off with the left foot 



d by Google 



moQii (a nu iOLMMt— *pab9 m* 



TV march haekwardi. 

345. The squad bein^ at a halt, if the instraotor 
•hoald wish to inarch it in the back step, he will 
command; 

1. Squad hackward. 2. Guide ^ft (or right) 
a. March. 

346. Th« back step will be executed by the 
means prescribed No. 247. 

347. The instructor, in this step, will be wateb^ 
fill that the men do hot lean on each other. 

348* As the march to the front in quick time 
ifaould only be executed at shouldered arms, tha 
instructor, in order not to fatigue the men toa 
much, and also to prevent negligence in gait and 
position, will halt the squad from time to time, 
and cause arms to be ordered. 

349. In marching at double quick itme^ the men 
will always oftrry their pieces on the righi shoulderf 
or at a traU, This rule is general, 
^ 350. If the instructor shall wish the pieces car* 
vied at a trail, he will give the command iraU arms, 
before the command double quide. If, on the con- 
^ry, this command be not givMi, the men will 
ihift their pieces to the right shoulder at the com- 
mand daume quick. In either case, at the command 
Aflif, the men will bring their pieces to the positioii 
of theuider arms. This rule is generoL 
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L188ON III. 

The march h^ thejlank. 

351. The rank being at a halt, and oorrectlj 
aligned, the instructor will command: 

1. Sguadf righi^VACM* 2. Honoard. 3. BfABce. 

352. At tiie last nart of the first command^ the 
rank will face to toe right ; the eren ntnabered 
men, after facing to the riglrt, wHl step^nicklj to 
the ri^ht side of the odd numbered men^ the latter 
standing fast, so that when the moveinent is eze- 
outed, the men will be ibrmed into files of two men 
abreast 

353. At the third command, the squad will step 
off smartly with the left foot; (he files keeping 
aligned, and preserving their intervi^ 

&4. The march b j the left flank will be execoted 
bj the same commands^ substituting the word left, 
for righif and by inverse means ; in this case, the 
even numbered men, after facing to the left, will 
stand fast, and the odd numbered will plaoe tbem^ 
•elves on their left 

355. The instructor will place a weU instructed 
soldier by the side oi the recruit who is at the 
bead of the rank, to regulate the step, and to cow 
duct him ; and it will be enjoined en this recruit 
to march always elbow to elbow with the soldier* 

356. The instructor will cause to be observed in 
the march, by the flank, the following rules : 
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That l&« fltp &e «xeeuUd ae^arding to the prineiftet pr** 
•erihedfor ik» direct tttp; 

Because these principles, without which men. 
placed elbow to elbow, in the sume rank, cannoi 
lireserve unity and harmony of movement, are of 
a more necessary observance in marching in file. 

TAol <A« kead of the man who immediately preeodff eovere 
iheheade of dU who are in front; 

Beeause it is the most certain rule by which 
taoh man may maintain himself in the exact line 
of the file. 

357. The inttryctor will place himself habitually 
five or six paces on the flank of the rank marching 
m file, to watch over the execution of the princi* 
pies prescribed above. He will also place himself 
sometimes in its rear, halt, and suffer it to pass 
fifVeen or twenty paces, the better to see whether 
the men cover each other accurately. 

358. When he shall wish to halt the rank, 
marching by the flank, and to cause it to face to 
the front, he will command : 

1. Squad, 2. Halt. 3. Fbont. 

359. At the second command, the rank will halt, 
and afterwards no roan will stir, although he may 
nave lost his distance. This prohibition is neces- 
sary, to habituate the men to a constant preserva- 
kioB of their distances. 

360. At the third command, each man will firoai 
7» 
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by facinf5 to tho left, if marching by thd right 
mokt and by a face to the right, if marebifig b^ 
the left flank. The rear ranV men will at the same 
time move quickly into their places, so as to form 
the squad again into one rank. 

361. When the men have become accustomed to 
marching by the flank, the instructor will cau8« 
them to change direction by file ; for this purpose, 
be will command : 

1. ByJUe hfi (or right). 2. March. 

362. At the command march, the first file wiB 
change direction to the left (or ri^ht] in describing 
a small arc of a circle, and will then marcS 
straight forward; the two men of this file, in 
wheeling, will keep up the touch of Uie elbows, 
and the man on tne side to which the wheel ii 
made, will shorten the first three or four steps. 
£ach file will come successiyely to wheel on the 
same spot where that which preceded it wheeled. 

363. The instructor will also cause the squad to 
face by the right or left flank in marching, and fbr 
this purpose will command : 

1. Squad by the right (or left) flank. 2. March. 

364. At the second command, which wiU be 
given a little before either foot comes to the 
ground, the recruits will turu the body, plant the 
foot that is raised iti the new direction, and step 
off with the other foot without altering the oadenei 
of the step; the men will double or undoiibto 
rapidly. 
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c 3d5. If, io hicmg by tt)e right or the left flank, 
the sqaad should face to the rear, the men will 
eome into one rank, ai^reeably to the principlei 
indieated No. 360. Iti^to be remarked that it ii 
^b ejnen who are in rear who always move up to > 
ferm into singTeTapk l and in such manner as never 
to invert the order of the numbers in the rank. 

366. If, when the sqnad has been faced to the 
rear, the instructor should cause it to face by the 
left flank, it is the even numbers who will double 
by moving to the left of the odd numbers ; but if 
by the rignt flank, it is the odd numbers who will 
doable to the right of the even numbers. 

367. This lesson, like the preceding one, will 
be practised with- pieces at a shoulder ; but the 
inatroetor may, to give relief by change, occasion- 
ally order suj^port arms, and he will require of the 
recruits marching in this position, as much regu- 
larity as in the former. 

The march by the flank in double quick time, 

368. The principles of the march by the flank 
in double quick time, are the same as in quick 
time. The instructor will give the commands pre* 
scribed No. 351, taking care always to give th« 
command double quick before that of march. 

369. He will pay the greatest attention to tha 
aadence of the step. 

370. The instructor will cause the change of 
direction, and the march by the flank, to be exe* 
anted in double quick time, by the same con^ 
mands, and according to the same principles, at 
in quick time. 
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372. The instruotor will som^timet march tiit 
squad by the flank, without doubling the files. 

373. The prindplea of this march are the aana 
as in two ranks, and it will always be executed ia 
quick time. 

374 The instructor will giye the comraandi 
prescribed No. 351, but he will be careful to can- 
tion the squad not to double files. 

375. The instructor will be watchful that the 
men do not bend their knees nnequally, which 
would cause them to tread on the heels of the mea 
in front, and also to lose the cadence of the step 
and their distances. 

376. The yarious moyements in this leseon wiQ 
be executed in single rank. In the changes of 
direction, the leading man will chanse direction 
without altering the leneth or the cadence of the 
step. The instructor will recall to the attention 
of the men, that in facing by the right or left 
flank in marching, they will not double, bat 
march in one rank« 



LissoN lY. 

WHISLIK08. 

Oeneral principUa of Wheeling, 

377. Wheelings are of two kinds : from halts, 
mr OB fixed piyots, and in march, or on moyeal^ 
piTots. 
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378. Wbeeling on a fijoed pitot takes place in 
passing a corps from the order in battle to th« 
order in column, or from the latter to the former. 

379. Wheels in marching take place in changes 
of direction in column, as often as this movement 
is ezecoted to the side opposite to the guide. 

380. In wheels from a halt, the pivot-man onlj 
turns in his place, without advancing or receding 

381. In the wheels in marching, the pivot takes 
steps of nine or eleven inches, according as the 
•quad is marching in quick or double quick time, 
so as to clear the wheeling point, which is neces- 
earj, in order that the subaivisions of a column 
nay change direction without losing their dis- 
tances, as will be explained in the school of the 
oompanj. 

382. The man on the wheeling flank will take 
the full step of twenty-eight inches, or thirty-thrde 
inches, according to the gait. 

Wheeling from a halt, or on a fixed pivot. 

383. The rank being ftt a halt, the instruct-or 
will place a well-instructed man on the wheeling 
flank to conduct it, and then command : 

1. By squad, right wheel. 2. March. 

384. At the second command, the rank will 
step off with the left foot, turning at the same 
Ume the head a little to the lef^ the eyes fixed on 
the line of the eyes of the men to their left ; the 
piTOt-man will merely mark time in ^adually 
turning his body, in order to conform himself Uit 

r 
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the ttovemeat of Hie marebhig flank ; the maa 
who conducts this flank will take steps of twentj- 
eight inches, and from the first step adyanoe a 
fiUle the left shoulder, cast his eyes from time to 
time along the rank and feel constantly the elbow 
of the next man lightly, bnt never push him. 

385. The other men will feel lightly the elbow 
of the next man towards the pivot, resist pressure 
eoraing from the opposite side, and each will 
eonform himself to tne marching flank — shorten- 
ing his step according to his approximation to the 
pivot. 

386. The instructor will make the rank wheel 
round the circle once or twice before halting, in 
order to cause the principles to be the better un- 
derstood, and he will be watchful that the centre 
does not break. 

387. He will cause the wheel to the left to b» 
executed according to the same principled. 

388. When the instructor shall wish to arrest 
the wheel, he will command : 

1. Squad. 2. Halt. 

389. At the second command, the rank Witt liall^ 
and no man stir. The instructor, going to the flank 
opposiie tbejiivot, will place the two outer men of 
that flank m the direction he may wish to give to 
the rank, without however displacing the pivot,who 
will conform the line of his shoulders to this diveo- 
tion. The instructor will fake care to have betweea 
tiiese two men, and the pivot, only the space i 
eessary to contain the other men. He will i^ 
•ommand : 
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Ltft (or r%ghi)'^J>KnsL 

390. At this, the rank will ii^ftoe ititelf on the 
afignment of the two men established as ^e batiti 
b oooformit^ with the priDcipIes prescribed. 

391. The instructor will next command I^nt, 
which will be executed as prescribed No. 314. 

Remarks an ikeprincipies of the whedfrom a Aoft. 

892. Tmm m UttU tU hemd t<matd$ ik* marching JUmkf 
and fix ikt ejf99 on th* line of the eyee of the men uha 
are <m that eide ; 

Because, otherwise, it would be impossible for 
Mch man to regulate the length of his step so as 
Co conform his own movem^it to that of the 
«Darching flank. 

Tomdi liffhtlpihe dhow of the next man towarde ihepimt; 

In order that the flies may not open out in tb« 
wheeL 

tteeiet premare thai eometfrom th* ittfr of iha m m tfihinf 
flank; 

Because, if ^is principle be neglected, the \n^ 
Tot, which ought to be a fixed point, in wheels 
from a halt, might be pushed out of its place bj 
pressure. 
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W%4eling in vunx^ing, or (ma maoeable pwot. 

893. When the reornits have been brought to 
^eodte well the wheel ft>oiii ^ halt, they will be 
taught to wheel in marching. 

394. To this end, the rank being in march, when 
the instructor shall wish to cause it to change di- 
rection to the reverse flank, (to the side opposite to 
the guide or pivot flank,) he will command: 

1. BigfU (or lefi) lehed. 2. Mabcb. 

395. The first command will be given when the 
rank is yet four paces from the wheeling point. 

396. At the second command, the wheel vnll be 
executed in the same manner as from a halt, ex* 
cept that the touch of the elbow will remain to- 
wards the marching flank (or side of the guide) 
•nstead of the side of the actual pivot ; that the 
pivot man, instead of merely turning in his place, 
will conform himself to the movement of the 
marehing flank, feel lightly the elbow of the next 
man, take steps of full nine inches, and thus gidii 
ground forward in describing a small curve so at 
to dear the point of the whed. The mkldle of th« 
rank will bend slighty to the rear. As soon as the 
movement shall commence, the man who conducts 
tJhe marching flank will cast his eyes ob the ground 
over which he will have to pass. 

397. The wheel being ended, the instnioUMr wiU 
oommand : ' 
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1. Fontard. 2. Mabcs. 

398. The first command will be pronounced 
when fmr paces are yet required to complete the 
change of direction. 

399. At the command march, which will be 
gjlven at the instant of completing the wheel, the 
man who conducts the marching flank will direct 
himself straight forward ; the pivot man and all 
the rank will retake the step of twenty-eight 
inches* and bring the head direct to the front 

Ikuminff, or change of directum to the Me of the 
guide, 

400. The change of direction to the side of the 

¥aide» in marchings will be executed as follows s 
he instructor will command : 

1. Left (or right) iwm* 2. Mabch. 

401. The first command will be given when th« 
rank is yet four paces from the turning poin^ 

402* At the command marc^y to be pronounced 
at the instant the rank oueht to turn, the guide 
will face to the lefi (or rij^nt) in marching, and 
move forward in the new direction without sladb» 
•ning or quickening the cadence, and without 
shortening or lengthening the step. The wbol4 
rank will promptfy conform itself to the new di- 
-eotion : to effect which, each man will advance 
*Jbe sh iukier opposite to the guide, take the double 
4'J^k tep, to carry himself in the new directioni 
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turn the head and ejes to the ride of the pnd%, 
and retake the touch if (he elbow oa that side/in 
placing himself on the alignment of the gaide, 
KWB whom he will take the step, and thev ratttme 
the direct poeition of the head. Each man will 
thne arrive sacceesiTely on the alignment. 

Wh^dmg and clumffing directum to ike mde of Ai 

403. When the recraits comprehend and exeoott 
well, in qnick time, the wheels at a halt and in 
marching, and the change of direction to the side 
'A the gnide, the instractor will oause the same 
movements to be repeated in double quick time. 

404. These various movements will be executed 
by the same commands and according to the same 
principles as in quick time, eicepi that, the oob»- 
mand double quick will precede that of tnart^. In 
wheeling while marching, the pivot man will taka 
steps of eleven inches, and in the ehangee of cU- 
reciion to the side of the guide, the men on the 
ride opposite the guide must increase the gait in 
order to bring Uiemselvee into line. 

406. The instructor, in order not to fiiligne thn 
teemito, and not to divide their attention, wiH 
eanee them to eieoute the eeveral mofemente of 
which thia lesson is composed, first withont anM^ 
Mid neit, aifter the meehanism be well eoBpr» 
iMttdedt with arms. 
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Leng march49 in double gukk time imi Ha rufi. 

^ 406. Tho instructor will cause to be resomed 
toe exercises in double quick time And the mn, 
with arms and knapsacks. 

407. He will cause long marches to be executed 
in double quick time, both b^ the front and bj the 
flank, and k>j constant practice will lead the men 
to pass over a* distance of five miles in sixtj 
minutes. The pieces will be carried on either 
•boulder, and sometimes at a trail. 

408. Be will also exercise them in long marches 
at a run, the pieces carried at will ; the men will 
be instructed to keep as united as possible, with- 
out however exacting much regularity, which is 
impracticable. 

. ^)9. The run, in actual service, will onlj be 
lesorted to .when it may be highly important to 
l«ach a given point with great promptitude. 

Ta stack arms. 

The men being at order arms, the instraotoff 
will command : 

Stack — ^Arms. 

410. At this command, the ftwr^ rank man of 
•rery even numbered file will pass his piece be- 
fore him, seisinff it with the left hand near the 
vpper band ; wiO place the butt a little in advanee 
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of bis left toe, the barrel turned towards the bodj, 
and draw the rammer sKghtljfron^ its place; the 
front rank man of every odd numbered file will 
also draw the rammer slightly, and pass his piece 
to the man next ^n his leit, who will seize it witii 
tlie right hand near the upper band, and place the 
butt a little in advance of the right toe of the man 
next on his right, the barrel turned to the front; 
he will then cross the rammers of the two pieces, 
the rammer of the piece of the odd numbered 
man being inside; the rear rank man of everf 
even file will also draw his rammei^ lean hit 
piece forward, the lock-plate downwards, advance 
the right foot about six inches, and insert the ram* 
mer &tween the rammer and barrel of the piece 
of his f^ont rank man ; with his left hand he wiff 
place the butt of his piece on the ground, thirty* 
two inches in rear of, and perpendicular to, the 
front rank, bringing back nis right foot by the 
side of the left; tRe front rank man of every even 
file will at the same time lean the stack to the 
rear, quit it with his right hand, and force all the 
rammers down. The stack being thus formed, 
the rear rank man of every odd file will pass his 
piece into bis left hand, the barrel to the front 
and inclining it forward, will rest it on the stack. 
411. The men of both ranks having taken the 
position of the soldier without arms, the instrao- 
tor will command : 

1. Break ranki. 2. Mabch. 
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lb resume amu. 

412. Both rankt bei&j^ re^forai#d in rear of tlieir 
•iaokfl, tho instructor will oommand : 

413. At this oommaDd, the rear rank man of 
•very odd numbered file will withdraw his pie«e 
^m the stack ; the front rank man of every even 
file will sei^e his own piece with the left hand and 
that of the man on his right with his right hfusd, 
both above the lowec band ; the rear rank man 
of the even file will seize his piece with the right 
hand below the lower band ; these two men will 
raise up the stack to loosen the rammers; the 
front rank man of every odd file will facilitate the 
disengagement of the rammers, if necessary, by 
drawing them out slightly with the left hand, ana 
trill receive his piece from the band of the man 
next on his left ; the four men will retake the po- 
rtion of the soldier at order arms. 



S« 
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SCHOOL OP THE COMPANY. 

€teMral SuUs and division of ihe School of ih$ 
Company. 

1. Instniction bj company win always preeede 
that by battalion, and the object being to prepare 
the soldiers for the hij^her school, the exercises of 
detail by company will be strictly adhered to, as 
well in respect to principles, as tne order of pro- 
gression herein prescribed. 

2. There will be attached to a company under* 
going elementary instruction, a captain, a covering 
sergeant, and a certain number or file closers, the 
whole posted in the manner indicated. Title First, 
and, according to th6 same Title, the officer charged 
with the exercise of such company will herein be 
denominated the instructor. 

3. The School of the Company will betdirided 
into six lessons, and each lesson will comprehend 
ive articles, as follows : 

liMSOir L 

1. To open ranks. 

8. Alignments in open ranks. 
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J. MftAwd of avois, 

4. To dose ranks. 

5. Aligpountt^ aii4 muMml of wnui i» dom i 
nuiks. 

Littoir ^. 

1 To load in four times and at wXL 

2 To fire by company. 

3. To fire by file. 

4. To fire by rank. 

5. To fire by the rear rank. 

LissoN m. 

1. To march in line of batUe. 

2. To halt the company marching in line of 
battle, and to align it. 

3. Oblique march in line of battle. 

4. To mark time, to march in double quick time, 
and the back step. 

5. To march in retreat in line of batde. 



LlSSOK IV. 

1. To march by the fiank. 

2. To change direction by file. 

3. To halt the company marching bj the flank, 
and to face it to the front 

4. The company being in tnareb hj the flank, 
to form it on the right or left by file into line of 
battle. 
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5. The oompftny marching hw th« ^trnk^ to tUrm 
it b; oompaD J or platoon into lio«, and oaase it 
teUMe io th% right and lalt in marahng. 



tMBaonf V. 

1. To break into column by platoon either at a 
halt, or while marching. 

2. To march in column, 

3. To change direction. 

4. To halt the column. 

5. Being in column by platoon, to form to Ihe 
right or left into line of battle, either at a halt w 
marching. 

Lbssok YL 

1. To break into platoons, and to re-form the 
company. 

2. To break files to the rear, and to cause them 
to re-enter into line. 

3. To march in column in route, and to execute 
the moTcments incident thereto. 

4. Countermarch. 

5. Being in column by platoon, to form on the 
right or left into line of battle. 

4. The company will always be formed in two 
k'anks. The instructor will then cause the files tc 
be ovmbered, and for this purpose will coDMsaad: 
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Ik each ranh^Omni Twos. 

5. At this eommand, the men eonat in eMli 
rank, from right to left, pronoonoing in a loud and 
4ktinet Toioe, in the same tone, witfaont hurry an4 
without turning the head, one, two, aooording to 
the place which each one occupies. He will also 
eanso the eompanj to he diyidea into platoons and 
Motions, taking care that the first platoon is al- 
ways composed of an eyea number of files. 
*' o. The mstmotor will be as clear and concise as 
possible in his explanations ; he will cause faults 
of detail to be rectified bj the captain, to whom 
be will indicate them, if the captain should not 
haye himself obeeryed them ; and the instructor 
•4l|MM>jt pt^ierwise interfere, unless the captain 
sboulcrnoi IM^l comprehend, or should badly exe- 
oate his intentions. 

7. Composure, or presence of mind, in him who 
oommands, and in those who obey, bein^ the first 
means of order in a body of troops, the instructor 
will labor to habituate the company to this essen- 
tial quality, and wiU himself giye the example. 



LESSON PIRST. , 

AancLi First. 

To &pen ranks. 

8. The company being at ordered arms, the 
miks and file closers well aligned, when the in- 
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•tractor shall wish to eaase the ranks to be opened 
be will direet the left guide te plaee himself oa 
the left of the front rank, which being extoated, 
bewilloOBMnands 

1. AiUemtUm. 2. Cbwp awy. S. SkouUkr^Ammg. 
4. lb the r&xr epen crdet, 

9. At ^e Ibforth command, the oorering m» 
geant, and the left guide, will step off smartly te 
the rear, four paoes firom the front rank* in order 
to mark the ali|^meat of the rear rank. They 
will judge this distance bj the eye, without ooiui^ 
ing the steps. 

10. The instructor will place himself at the 
same time on the right flank, in order to obeerre, 
if these two non-commissioned officers are ott> a 
line parallel to the front rank, and if necessary, 
to correct their positions, which being executed^ 
he will command : 

5. Maks. 

11. At this command, the front rank will stand 
hat 

12. The rear rank will step to the rear, withoi^ 
counting the stops, and will place themselves on 
the alignment marked for this rank, conforming to 
what 18 prescribed in the school of the soldier, 
No. 321. ',,.)- 

13. The covering sergeant will align the rear 
rank on tlie left guide placed to mark the lefi of 
lUsimnk. 

14. The ttedoaers will march to the rear at the 
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iKBoe tine with ^e t^kt raak, and wiH plaot 
AemaeWes two paces from this rank when it k 
alkrned. 

15. The iustfuetor seeing ihe rear rank idignvd^ 
will eommand: \ 

6. Fbont. ^v^^^- ^» * V-' 

16. At this eommand, the sergeant po the left 
of the rear rank will return to his place as a ilk . 
oloser. iJ,, .^^I'f , ^i -..A. >, , . * 

17. The rear rank being aligned, tholnstmotor 
will 4ireot the captain and the covering sergeant 
to obsenre the men in their respective ranks, and 
to correct, if necessary, the positions of persons 
and pieces. 

Aktiou Sbcond. 
Alignments in open ranks, 

18. The ranks being open, the instraeier wBl, 
in the first exercises, align the ranks, man by man, 
the better to inculcate the principles. 

19. To effect this, he will cause two or four wmm 
on the right or left of each rank to march two or 
three paces forward, and, after having aligned 
them, command : 

ByfU right (or Ze/^)— D»es8. 

20. .A.t this, the men of each rank will move up 
Miocessively on the alignment, each man being 
preceded by his neighbor in the same rank, toward* 
the basis, by two paces, and having correct!]^ 
gifgned himself, will oast his eyes to the fipont« 
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• 21« Sa«ce0nve aUgnoMats baTiiig hAbituotoi 
Ibe tokiiers to dress correctly, the instruotor will 
cause the ranks to align themselves at once, for* 
llard and baekward, sometH»es in a direction 
parallel, and sometimes in one oblique, to the orir 
ginal direction, giving, in each case, two or foar 
men to serve as a basis of alignment to each ranL 
To effect which, ho will command : 

1. Right (or fe/X)— Dress. 2. Froitt. 



I. Right (op lefi) ftacAwonf— Dress. 2. Froitt. 

22. In oblique ali^ments, in opened ranks, the 
men of the rear rank will not seek to cover their 
file leaders, as the sole object of the exercise is to 
teach them to ali^n themselves correctly in their 
respective ranks, in the different directions. 

23. In the several alignments, the captain will 
•uperintend the fronjb rank, and the covering ser- 
geant the rear rank. For this purpose, they will 
place themselves on the side by which the ranks 
are dressed. 

24. In oblique alignments, the men will conform 
the line of their shoulders to the new direction of 
their rank, and will place themselves on the align- 
ment as has been nrescribed in the school of the 
soldier, No. 317 or No, 321, according as the new 
direction shall be in front or rear of the originaj 
one. 

25. At tbe end of each alignment, the captaio 
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ftnd the covering sergeant frill pass along the front 
of the ranks to eorrect tiie positions of persons 
Mid arms. • 

Articli Third. 

Manttal oftwnu. 

26. The tanks being open, the instructor will 
place himself in a position to see the ranks, and 
will command the manual of arms in ^e follow- 
ing order: 

Present arms. Shoulder arms. 
Order arms. 
Ground arms. 

Boise arms. Shoulder arms. 

Support arms. Shoulder arms. 

Fix hayond. , Shoulder arms. 

Charge hayond. ^ Shoulder arms. 

TraU arms. Shoulder arms. 

Unfix bayonet. Shoulder arms. 

Secure arms. Shoulder arms. 
Load m nine times. 

27. The instructor will take care that the posi- 
Hon of the body, of the feet, and of the piece, be 
always exact, and that the times be briskly ex». 
eutea and close to the person. 



TOL. I. — ^9 
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Aktigli Fouets. 

28. The manuftl of arms being ended^ ih« m 
firoctor will oomipaiid : 

1. C^&te order. 2. MMuas. 

20. At the oommand mareh^ the reur rank wyi 
dose up in quick time, each man direeting iuap 
•df on hie file leader. 

Article FirrH. 

AUgnments^ and mannai of arm» in closed ranks* 

80. The ranks being closed, thd instructor will 
cause to be executed parallel and oblique align- 
ments by the right and left, forward and backward, 
observing to place always two or four files to serve 
as a basis oi alignment. He will give the com- 
mands prescribed, No. 2L 

31. In alignments in closed ranks, the captain 
will superintend the front rank, and the covering 
sergeant the rear rank. They will habituate then»- 
selves to judge the alignment by the lines of the 
eyes and shoulders, in casting a glance of the eye 
along the front and rear of toe ranks. 

32. The moment the captain perceives the 
greater number of the front rank aligned, he will 

> command Fkont, and rectify, afterwa^s, if necee- 
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Sreseribed in the sehool of the eoklier, No. 320. 
'be rear rank will conform to the alignmeBt of 
the front rank, superintended by the coYering ser- 
geant 

33. The ranks being steady, the instructor will 
place himself on the flank to verify their align- 
ment. He will also 9ee that each rear rank man 
oovera accurately his file leader. 

34. In oblique alignments, the instruotor will 
observe what is prescribed, No. 24. 

85. In all alignments, the file elosers will pro- 
serve the distance of two paces from the rear rank. 

3d. The alignments being esded, ^e instructor 
will oanse to be exeeuted t^ manual of arms. 

37. The instructor, wishing to rest the men, 
without deranging the alignment, will first cause 
arms to be supported, or ordered, and then com- 
mand: 

Jm phee^BMs^. 

8B. At l^is ^mmand, the men will no longer be 
constrained to preserve silence or steadiness of 
position ; bi>t they will always keep one or other 
Mel on the alignment 

39. If, on the contrary, the instructor should 
wish to rest the men without constraining them to 
pceservo the alignment, he will command : 

Rbst. 

40. At which command, the men will not bo 
required to preserve immobility, or to remain m 
their places. 
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41. The iDitracior maf, abo, when 1m iW| 

tdge proper, eause anus to be stacked, which ww 
executed as prescribed, school of the soldier. 



LESSON SBCOND. 

42. The instructor, wishing to pass to the second 
lesson, will caase the company to take, arms, if 
•taoks have been formed, and command : 

L AtteBHon. 2. Company^ 3. Shoulder — Abms. 

43. The instructor will then cause loadings and 
firings to be executed in the following order : 



Articlx First. 
To load in four times and at wHL 

44. Loading in four ^me« will be commanded 
and executed as prescribed in the school of the 
soldier. No. 251, and following. The instructor 
will cause this exercise to be often repeated, in sue* 
iession, before passing to loading at will. 

45. Loading at will will be commanded and exe* 
euted as prescribed in the school of the soldier^ 
No. 256. In priming when loading in four timeif 
and also at will, the captain and covering sergeant 
will half face to the right with the men, and face 
to the front when the man next to them, respect- 
iTcly, brings his piece to the shoulder. 



d by Google 



ncnooL Of tbx govpakt— lissok n. 101 

^. The instraotof will labor to the utmost to 
cause the men, Id the different loadings, to execute 
what has been prescribed in the school of the boIp 
dier, Nos. 257 and 258. 

47. Loading at will, bein^ that of battle, and 
consequently the one with which it is most import- 
ant to render the men familiar, it will claim pre* 
farence in the exercises the moment the men bo 
well established in the principles. To these they 
will be brought by degrees, so that every man maj 
be able to load with cartridges, and to fire at least 
three rounds in a minute with ease and regularity. 



AbtICUB SlGOKlX. 

Ihjirt by company, 

48. The instructor, wishing to cause the fire by 
eompany to be executed, will command : 

1. Fire by company, 2. Commence firing, 

4d. At the firdt command, the captain will 
promptly place himself opposite the centre of hit 
oompany, and four paces in rear of the line of file 
closers : the covering sergeant will retire to that ; ' 
line, and place himself opposite to his intenral. / 
This rule ts genercU, for both the captain and cover- 
mg sergeant, in aUihe different firings, 

50. At the second command, the captain wilt 
add: 1, Company; 2. Rxadt; 3. Aim; 4. Firi; 
i Load. 

dl. At the oommaad load^ the men wHl ked* 
ft* 
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llieir jA^&tB, tnd Him take die poskioii of rtfflrify, 
M preeorifoed in the eoliool of the soldier. 

52. The eaptoiti will immediatdjr recommeBOt 
the firing, bj the oommands : 

1. ObffijMii^. 2. Am. 3. Fiu. 4. Load. 

53. The firinfr will be thus continued until thf 
■ignal to cease firing is soanded. 

54. The captain will sometimes cause aim to !)• 
taken to the right and left, simply obserring to 
pronoance righi (or left) oblique, before the- com- 
mand aim, 

AftTiCLi Third. 

The Fire by file. 

55. The instroetor wishing to eauM th« ire hf 

file to be executed, will command : 

1. Fire by fie. 2. Company. 3. Rbadt. 4. Comr^ 
mence firing. 

56. The third and fourth oommands will be 
•zeouted as prescribed in the school of the sc^ 
dier, No. 275 and following. 

57. The fire will be commenced by the right 
file of the company ; the next file will take aim al 
IhB instant the first brings down piecesToTe^oad. 
and so on to the left; but this progression "Ww 
only be observed in the first discharge, after wldcll 
«Mk max wiUx»4tiad aad Im witboat regulalMg 
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fcip i H f bv (^lien, eoeformiiig. hlmwtUt to what «« 
piMoribed ia the wshool of the aoldier, No. 280. 



AftTIGUI FOUKTS* 

58. The inttniotor wishing the ftro by rank i» 
be exeeatedy will oommand : 

1. Fire hy rank. 2. Company. 3. Rian 
4. i^tor mnA;— Aim. 5. Tiai. 6. Load. 

59. The fifth and sixth commands will be r le* 
ented as is prescribed ia the school of the sold'or, 
Ko. 285 and following. 

60. When the instractor sees one or two pie^ief 
in the rear rank at a readj, he will command : 

1. FnnU rank. 2. Aim. 3. Fiu. 4 Loab. 

61. The firing will be continued thus by alter- 
nate ranks, until the signal is given to cease 
iring. 

62. The instructor will sometimes cause aim te 
be taken to the right and left, conforming to what 
ii prescribed No. 54. 

p3. The instructor will cause the firing to eease, 
whether by company, by file, or by rank, by sound- 
ing the signal to cease firing, and at the instant 
this sound commences, the men will cease to fire, 
eonforming to what is nrescnbed in the school ox 
' the soldier, No. 282. 
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V 94. The tigttsl io oeaae firing will be alwm 
followed by a bo^e note ; at which sound, the 
oeptain and coyenng sergeant will promptly r^ 
tome their places in line, and will rectify, if ne- 
cessary, the alignment of tiie ranks. 

65. In this school, except when powder is used, 
the signal to cease firing will be indicated by the 
command, cease firing, which will be pronounced 
by the instructor when he wishes the semblance 
ot firing to cease. 

66. The command |>o^ will be likewise substi- 
tuted, under. similar circumstances, for the bugle 

- note employed as the signal for the return of Sie 
captain and covering sergeant to their places in 
line, which command will be given when the in- 

* structor sees the men have brought their pieces to 

f 1^ shoulder. 

67. The ^re by file being that which is mos| 
frequently used against an enemy, it is highly 
important that it be rendered perfectly fa- 
miliar to the troops. The instructor will, there- 
fore, give it almost exclusive preference, and 
labor to cause the men to aim with care, and 
al%ay ». if possible, at some particular object. As 
it is of the utmost importance that the men should 
aim with precision in battle, this principle will be 
rigidly enforced in the exercises for purposes of 
instruction. 
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Abticub Fivth. 
To Fire by ike rear resnk, 

68. The instructor will eaase the MTtrml fires to 
be executed to the rear, that is, by ihe rear rank. 
To effect this, he will command : 

1. F€U» by the rear rank, 2. Compaq, 3, Ahai4 
—Face. 

69. At the first command, the captain will step 
out and place himself near to, and racing the right 
file of his company ; the covering sergeant, and 
file closers, will pass quickly through the captain's 
interval, and place tbemselYes faced to the rear, 
the covering sergeant a pace behind the captain, 
and the file closers two paces from the front rank 
opposite to their places in line, each passing be> 
hmd the covering sergeant. 

70. At the third command, which will be given 
at the instant the last file closer shall have passed 
through the interval, the company will face about; 
the captain will place himself in his interval in 
the rear rank, now become the front, and tht 
covering sergeant will cover him in the front rank, 
now become the rear. ^ ^ 

71. The company having faced by the rear rank, 
the instructor will cause it to execute the fire by 
company, both direct and oblique, the fire by file^ 
and the fire by rank, by the <}ommands and means 
prescribed in the three preceding articles; tbs 
•aptain, covering sergeant, and the men will oon' 
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form theraseWes, in like manner, to what is theMU 
prescribed. 

72. The fire by file will eommence on the left of 
the oompan J, now become the right In the fire 
by rank, the firing will commence with the front 
lank, now become thorrear. 

73. To resume the proper front, the instnietor 
will command : 

L Ao0 by HkefrmU rank, % Compaa^. S* Abovi 
— Face. 

74. At the first command, the captain, coyerin|^ 
•ergeant and file closers will conform to what is 
prescribed Nos. 69 and 70. 

75. At the third command, the company haying 
fiu>ed about, the captain and coTering sergeant 
will resume their places in line. 

76. In this lesson, the instructor will impresi 
on the men the importance of aiming always at 
some particular object, and of holding the piece ai 
prescribed in the school of the soldier. No. 178. 

77. The instructor will recommend to the cap- 
tain to make a short pause between the commuias 
aim and Jire, to give the men time to aim with 
accura^. 

78. The instructor will place himself in position 
tc see the two ranks, in order to detect faults ; he 
will charge* the captain and file closers to be 
equally watchful, and to report to him when the 
ranks are at rest He will remand, for individual 
lastruction, the men who may be observed to load 
badly. 

79* The instmctor wiU recommend to the scd- 
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4Sen, in ilie firings, the hiehest degree of oompo- 
■ure or presence of mind ; he will neglect nothing 
that maj oontrihnte to this end. 

80. He will give to the men, as a general princi' 
pie, to maintain, im the direct fire, the left heel in 
its place, in order that the alignment of the rankt 
•Ad files may not be deranged; and he will yerify, 
by examination, afler each exercise in firing, the 
Obeerranoe of this principle. 

81. The instructor will observe, in addition to 
these remarks, all those which follow. 

82. When the firing is executed with cartridges, 
it is particularly recommended that the men ob- 
serve, in uncockbg, whether smoke escapes from 
the tube, which is a certain indication that the 
piece has been discharged ; but if, on the contrary, 
no smoke escapes, the soldier, in such case, in- 
stead of re-loadmg, will pick and prime agaiii. I^ 
believing the load to be discharged, the soMief 
iboold put a second cartridge in his piece, he ought, 
at least, to perceive it in ramming^ bv the height of 
Uie load ; and he would be very culpable, should 
he put in a Aird. The instructor will always 
cause arms to be inspected afler firing with car- 
tridges, in order to observe if the fault has been 
oommitted, of potting three cartridges, vrithont a 
discharge, in the same piece, in which case tiie 
ball screw will be applied. 

83. It sometimes happens, when a cap has 
missed fire, tlmt the tube is found stopped up with 
hard, white, and compact powder ; in this case, 
picking will be dispensed with, and a new cap 
H^titttted for the old one. 
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LBSSOU THIBD. 

Abticu Fikst. 

fb advance in line of battle, 

84. The company being in line of battle, and 
dorrectlj aliped, when the instruotor ehall Irish 
to exercise it in marching by the front, he wiH 
assure himself that the shoulders of the captain 
and ooyering sergeant are perfectly in the dhrection 
of their respective ranks, and that the sergeant 
accurately covers the captain ; <^e instruotor vriU 
Uien place himself tvrenty-five or thirty paces ia 
front of them, face to the rear, and place himself 
exactly on the prolongation of the line passing 
between their heels. 

85. The instructor, being aligned on the cUreo^ 
lag file, will command : 

1. Company^ forwar^^ 

86. At this, a sergeant, previously desi^ated; 
will move six paces in advance of the -captain: the 
faistructor, from the position prescribed, will ooi^ 
rectly ali^n this sergeant on the prolongation of 
the directing file. 

87. This Mvanced sergeant, who is to be ohar^ 
with the direction, will, the moment his position 
is assured, take two points on the ground in the 
straight line which would pass between his owtt 
and the heels of the instructor 
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88. l!hetediiqK>0ttioii8beincBia<l^tkeiiittnMtor 
will step aside, and coiuinand : 

2. March. 

89. At this, the company will step off with lift. 
The directing sergeant will obserre, with Um 
greatest precision, the length and cadence of the 
step, marching on the two points he has chosen ; 
he will take in succession, and always a little be- 
Ibre arriving at the point nearest to him, new 
points in adVance, exactly in the same line wi^ 
the first two, and at the distance of some fifteen 
or twenty paces from each other. The captain will 
march steadily in the trace of the directing ser- 
geant, keeping always six paces from him; the 
men will each maintain the head direct to the 
front, feel lightly the elbow of his neighbor on the 
side of direction, and conform himself to the prin- 
mples prescribed, school of the soldier, for the 
march by the front. 

00. The man next to the captain, will take spe- 
cif oare not to pass him ; to this end, he will keep 
the line of his snoulders a little in the rear, but in 
tiie same direction with those of the captain. 

91. The file closers will march at the habitnal 
distance of two paces behind the rear rank. 

92. If the men lose the step, the instructor will 
•ommand : 

To the^STEF. 

93. At this command, the men will glance to- 
wards the directing sergeant, retake the step from 
him, and again direct their eyes to the front 

TOL I.— 10 
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94. The itttiraelor will esote iiie ettptein tmA 
covering sergeant to be posted eometimeB on Um 
right, and sometimes on the left of the company. 

95. The directing sergeant, in advance, having 
the greatest influence on the march of the com- 
pany, he will be selected for the precisioii of his 
•tep, his habit of roaintainin| his shoukiera ia » 
square with a given line of direction, and of pr^ 
Ipnging that line without variation. 

9B. If this sergeant should fail to observe thees 
principles, undulations in the front of the oompany 
Must necessarily follow ; the men will be uni^a 
to contract the habit of taking steps equal im 
length and swiftness, and of maintaining their 
shoulders in a square with the line of direction— 
the only means of attaining perfection in the march 
in line. 

97. The instructor, with a view the better to 
establish the men in the length and cadence of the 
step, and in the principles of the march in line^ 
will cause the company to advance three or four 
hqndred paces, at once, without halting, if the 
ground will permit. In the first ezercisea, he will 
march the company with open ranks, the better to 
observe the two ranks. 

98. The instructor will see, with care, that all 
the principles of the march in line are strictly ob> 
•erved ; he will generally be on the directing niank, 
in a position to observe the two ranks, and tho 
faults they may commit ; he will sometimes halt 
behind the directing file during some thirty suc- 
oeesive steps, in order to judge whether the direct- 
mg sereeant, or the directing file, deviate from tbo 
perpendicalar. 



d by Google 



•OBOOL or TME eoMTAXT-^tamm m* 111 



Ahtioli Second. 

Tb haU ih4 company, marching in line of hai04^ 
and to Myn ii, 

09. The instrootor, wishing to halt the compuiyi 
will oommand: 

1. Company. 2. Halt. 

100. At the second command, the company will 
halt; the directing sergeant will remain in advance, 
anless ordered to return to the line of file closers. 
The company heing at a halt, the instructor mav 
advance the first three or four files on the side of 
direction, and align the company on that basis, or 
be may confine himself to causing the alignment 
to be rectified. In this last case, he will command; 
Captain, rectify the alignment. The captain will 
direct the covering sergeant to attend to the rear 
rank, when each, glancing his eyes along his rank^ 
will promptly rectify it, conforming to what if 
prescribed in the school of the soldier, No. 320. 

Article Thibd. 

Oblique march in line of hatUe, 

101. The company bein^ in the direct march^ 
when tho instructor shall wish to cause it to maroli 
obliquely, he will command : 

1. BiffiU (or l^) Miqfi€. %. Maxoh. 
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102. At the oommand marchf the company wiD 
take the oblique step. The men will accurately ob- 
serye the principles jprescribed in the school of the 
•oldier, No. 331. The rear rank men will pre- 
serve their distances, and march in rear of the man 
next on the right (or left) of their habitual file 
leaders. 

103. When the instructor wishes Ihe direct 
march to be resumed, he will command : 

1. Forward. 2. Mahch. 

104. At the oommand march, the company will 
resume the direct march. The instructor will 
moTe briskly twenty paces in front of the captain, 
and facing the company, will place himself exactly 
in the prolongation of the captain and covering 
•erg^eant ; and then, by a sign, will move the di- 
recting sergeant on the same line, if he be not 
already on it; the latter will immediately take two 
points on the ground between himself and the in- 
structor, and as he advances, will take new points 
of direction, as is explained No. 89. 

105. In the oblique march, the men not having 
the touch of elbows, the guide will always be on 
the side towards which the oblique is made, with- 
out any indication to that effect being given ; and 
when the direct march is resumed, the ^uide will 
be, equally without indication, on the side where 
it was previous to the oblique. 

^ 106. The instructor will, at first, cause th% 
oblique to be made towards the side of the guide. 
He will also direct the captain to have an eye on 
the direoiinf sergeanti in order to keep on the 



d by Google 



je8<WL or Tn oowrion^imcDf in* lit 

perpendioiilar lw« to the front idtb kim, 
while followiDg a parallel directioii. 

107. Durine the continuance of the march, the 
instructor will be watchful that the men follow 
parallel directions, in conforming to the principlee 
prescribed in the school of the soldier, for pt^ 
s-^rying the general alignment; whenever the men 
lose the alignment, he will be careful that they 
regain it by lengthening or shortening the step, 
without altering the' cadence, or changing the 
direction. 

108. The instructor will place himself in front 
of the company and face to it, in order to regulate. 
Ibe march of the directing sei^ant, or the man who 
is on the flank towards which the oblique is made, 
and to see that the principles of the march are 
properly observed, and that the flies do not crowd. 



Article Fourth. 

lb fMwk time, to ma/rch in double quick timet and 
ihe hack st^, 

109. The company being in the direct march 
tad in quick time, the instructor, to cause it t« 
aiark time, will command : 

1. MarkHme. 2. March. 

110. To resume the march, he will command: 

1. Forward. 2. March. 
10* K 
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111. To <MAM Um marek is doaUa quuk te% 
the instniotor wiU oommand : 

1. i>oti52« gicidt;. % March. 

112. Th« command march will be pronoonced 
at the instant either foot is coming to the ground. 

113. To resume quick time, the instructor will 
command : 

1. QiUcktime. 2. Mabcb. 

114. The command march will be pronoimced 
at the instant either foot is coming to the ground* 

115. The company being at a halt, the instmo^ 
tor may cause it to march in the back step ; to this 
effecti he will command : 

1. OiMnpany ha/ckwird, 2. Masch. 

116. The back step will be executed according 
to the principles prescribed in the school of the 
soldier No. 247, but the use of it being rare, the 
instructor will not cause more than fifteen or 
twenty steps to be taken in succession, and to thai 
extent but seldom. 

117. The instructor ought not to exercise the 
company in marching in double quick time till the 
men are well established in the length and swift- 
ness of the pace in quick time : he will then en* 
deaTor to render the march of one hundred and 
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.flii^-ive stepe in the minute equally easy and far 
miliar, and also canse them to obserre the same 
erectness of body and composure of mind, as if 
marehin^ in quick time. 

118. When marching in double quick time, if a 
•nbdiyision (in a column) has to change direction 
by tuminff, or has to form into line, the men will 
quicken the pace to one hundred and eighty stepa 
in a minute. The same swiftness of step will bo 
observed under all circumstances where great ra- 
pidity of movement is required. But, as ranks of 
men cannot march any length of time at so swifl 
m rate, without breaking or confusion, this accele* 
ration will not be considered a prescribed exercise, 
and accordingly companies or oattalions will only 
be habitually exercised in the double qnick time 
af one hundred and sixty-five steps in the minute. 



Abticlb FnTR. 
lb march in retreat, 

119. The company being halted and correctlT 
aligned, when the instructor shall wish to cause u 
to march in retreat, he will command : 

1. Company. 2. About — Fagb* 

120. The company having faced to the rear, the 
Instructor will place himself in front of the di* 
Meting file, conforming to what is prescribed, No* 
84. 
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121. The ittStametor, beiDg eonreetlj ettabliiM 
on the proloBgatioA of the oiYeotiiig file, will oom> 
mand: 

3. Cbrnpany, forward. 

. 122. At this, the direeting eergeftnt will confonn 
Jiimself to what is presorib^ Nos. 86 aad 87, with 
this difference — he will place himself six paces in 
front of the line ot file closers, now leading. 

123. The coveriDg sergeant will step into the 
line of file closers, opposite to his interval, and the 
^ptain will place himself in the rear rank, now 
become the front. 

124. This disposition being pronlptly made, the 
instructor will command: 

4. March. 

125. At this, the directing sergeant, the captain, 
and the men, will conform themselves to wnat if 
prescribed No. 89, and following. 

126. The instructor will cause to be executed, 
marching in retreat, all that is prescribed for 
marching in advance; the commands and the 
means of execution will be the same. 

127. The instructor having halted the companv, 
will, when he may wish, cause it to face to the 
front bj the commands prescribed No. 119. The 
captain, the covering sergeant, and the directing 
•ergeant, will resume their habitual plaoes in line» 
the moment they shall have faced about 

. 128. The companj being in march by the front 
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ttaikf if the instrnetor should -wisli it to mftTeh in 
retreat, he will cause the ri^ht about to be executed 
^hile marching, and to this effect will command : 

1. Company. 2. Bipht about 8. March. 

129. At the third command, the company will 
promptly face about, and recommence the march 
by the rear rank. 

130. The directing sergeant will face about with 
the company, and will move rapidly six paces in 
front of the file closers, and upon the prolongation 
of the guide. The instructor will place him m the 

§ roper direction by the means prescribed No. 104. 
'he captain, the covering sergeant, and the men, 
will conform to the principles prescribed for the 
march in retreat. 

131. When the instructor wishes the company 
to march by the fl*ont rank, he will give the same 
commands, and will regulate the direction o£ th^ 
march by the same means. 

132. The instructor will cause to be executed in 
double <]uick time, all the movements prescribed 
in the 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th lessons of this school, 
with the exception of the march backwards, which 
will be executed only in quick time. He will give 
the same commands, observing to add double quick 
before the command march. 

133. When the pieces are carried on the lighi 
Moulder, in quick time, the distance between the 
ranks will be sixteen inches^ Whenever, there^ 
fore, the instructor brings the company fVom • 
thonldier to this positioh, the rear rank must 
dMyrtoc a little the fint steps in order to gain tha 
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preaoribed dittamse, and will lengthen the stftps, 
on the contrary, in order to olo§e up when the 
pieces are again brought to a shoulder. In mareb- 
mg in double quick time, the distance between the 
ranks wiU be twentj-six inches, and the pieoei 
will be carried habitually on the right shoulder. 

134« WheDever a company is halted, the men 
will brine their pieces at once to a shoulder at the 
eommand Jiall, The rear rank will close to its 
proper distaooe. These rtUes are generoL 



LBSSON FOURTH. 

Ahticli First. 

lb march hy the flank, 

135. The company being in line of battle, and 
at a halt, when the instructor shall wish to oanse 
it to march by the right flank, he will command: 

1. Company, right — Faoi. 2. Forward, 
3. March. 

136. At the first command, the company will 
hoe to the right, the covering sergeant will plaoi 
himself at the head of the front rank, the captaii 
bavin^ stepped oot for the purpose, so far as ttf 
find himself by the side of the sergeant, and on bif 
left ; the front rank will double as is prescribed i» 
the school of the soldier. No. 352; the rear rani 
will, at the same time, side step to the right one 
paee, and d^itUe in the same manner; so iM 
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wben the moyement is completed, the files will be 
formed of four men aligned, and elbow to elbow. 
The interyals will be preserved. 

137. The file closers will also moTe by side step 
to the right, so that when the ranks are formea, 
they will be two paces from the rearmost rank. 

138. At the command marchf the company will 
moTe off briskly in quick time ; the coTering ser- 
geant at the head of the front rank, and the liap- 
tain on his left, will march straight forward. The 
men of each file will march abreast of their re- 
speotiye front rank men, heads direct to the front; 
tne file closers will march opposite their pl<ice8 in 
line of battle. 

139. The instructor will cause the prinriples of 
the march by the flank to be observed, in placing 
himself, pending the march, as prescribed in the 
school of the soldier No. 357. 

140. The instructor will cause the march by the 
lefl flank to be executed by the same commands, 
sabstituting l^ for right; the ranks will double 
as has been prescribed in the school for the sMdier, 
No. 354 ; the rear rank will side-step to the left 
one pace before doubling. 

141. At the instant the company faces to the 
left, the left guide will place himself at the head 
of the Aront rank ; the captain will pass rapidly to 
the left, and place himself by the right side of this 
gnide ; the covering sergeant will replace the cap- 
tain in the front rank, the moment the latter quits 
it to go to the left. 
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Akticlx Second. 
To change direetion hy fiU. 

142. The company being faced by the flank, 
and either in march, or at a halt, when the in* 
•tractor shall wish to cause it to wheel by file, he 
will command : 

1. By fU, left, (or right.) 2. Maech. 

143. At the command march, the first file will 
wheel ; if to the side of the front rank man, the 
latter will take care not to turn at once, but to de- 
scribe a short arc of a circle, shortening a little 
the first five or six steps in order to give time to 
the fourth man of this file to conform himself to 
the movement. If the wheel be to the side of the 
rear rank, the front rank, man will wheel in the 
step of twenty-eieht inches, and the fourth man will 
conform himself to the movement by describing a 
short arc of a circle as has been explained. EtMih 
file will coose to wheel on the same ground wbeie 
that which preceded it wheeled. 

144. The instractor will see that the wheel bi 
executed according to these principles, in order 
that the distance l&tween the files may always bf 
preserved, and that there be no check or hindraooi 
at the wheeling point 
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Articlx Thikd. 

7b hdU ihe company marching by ikeflahkf €md to 
fact it to ihe front, 

145. To effeet these objects, the instractor wifl 
eammand : 

1. Company. 2. Halt. 3. Front. 

146. The second and third commands will bo 
executed as prescribed in the school of the soldiery 
Nos. 359 and 360. As soon as the files have un* 
doubled, the rear rank will close to its proper dis* 
tance. The captain and covering sergeant, as 
well as the left guide, if the march be by the left 
flank, will return to their habitual places in lino 
at the instant the company faces to the front 

147. The instructor may then align the com* 
paDj by one of the means prescribed, No. 100. 

Articli Foithth. 

The company being in march by the flanks to form 
' it on the right [w left) by file into line of battU* 

148. If the company be marching by the right 
flank, the instructor will command : 

\, On the right, by file into line. 2. Mavch. 

149. At the command march, tiie rear rank mea' 
doubled will mark time; the captain and tho^ 
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coTering sergeant yrill tarn to the right, mareh 
straight forward, and be baited by the instructct 
when they shall have passed at least six paces 
beyond the rank of file closers ; the captain wiU 
place himself correctly on the line of battle, and 
will direct- the alignment as the men of the front 
rank snccessiyely arrive; the covering sergeant 
will place himself behind the captain at the dis- 
tance of the rear rank ; the two men on the right 
of the front rank doubled, will continue to march, 
and passing beyond the covering sergeant and the 
captain, will turn to the right ; afler turning, they 
will continue to march elbow to elbow, and direct 
themselves towards the line of battle, but when 
they shall arrive at two paces from this line, the 
even number will shorten the step so that the odd 
number may precede him on toe line, the odd 
number placing himself by the side and on the 
left of the captain ; the even number will after- 
wards oblique to the left, and place himself on the 
left of the odd number; the next two men of the 
front rank doubled, will pass in the same manner 
behind the two first, turn then to the ri^ht, and 
place themselves, according to the means just ex- 
]^ined, to the left, and by the side of, the two 
men already established on the line; the remain- 
ing files of this rank will follow in succession, and 
be formed to the left in the same manner. The 
rear rank doubled will execute the movement in 
the^ manner already explained for the front rank^ 
takiag care not to commence the movement until 
four men of the front rank are establishe<l on the 
line of battle : the rear rank men, as they arrira 
'^ th« line, will cover accurately their file leaders 
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150. If the oompany be marching by the left 
fluik, the insti^uctor will cause it to form bj file 
OB the left into line of battle, according to tho 
same principles and by the same commands, sub- 
•titating the indication left for right. In thii 
case, the odd numbers will shorten the. step, so 
that the even numbers may precede them on the 
line. The captain, placed on the left of the front 
rank, and the left guide, will return to their placet 
in line of battle, by order of the instructor, after 
the company shall be formed and aligned. 

151. To enable the men the better to compro- 
hend the . mechanism of this movement, the in- 
structor will at first cause it to be executed sem^ 
xately by each rank doubled, and afterwards oy 
the two ranks united and doubled. 

152. The instructor will place himself on the 
line of battle, and without the point where the 
right or left is to rest, in order to establish the 
base of the alignment, and afterwards, he will fol* 
low up the movement to assure himself that each 
file oonforms itself to what is prescribed No. 149. 



Article Fiith. 

The company being in march by the flanks to form 
ii by company, or by platoon, into line, and to 
cause it to face to the rxght and ^Jl in marching. 

153. The company being in march by the right 
fia&k, the instructor will order the captain to form 
h into line; the captain will immediately com« 
mand: 1. By company, into lincf 2. Mabos. 
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154 At tbe oommand m€ttrchf the eoyering set* 
geant vnll continue to march straight forward ; ilid 
men will advance the right shonlder, take the 
doable qaiok step, and move into line, by the 
shortest roate, tacing care to undouble the files, 
and to come on the line one after the other. 

155. As the front rank men successively arrive 
in line with the covering sergeant, they will take 
from him the step, and then turn their eyes to the 
front 

156. The men of the rear rank will conform to 
the movements of their respective file leaders, but 
without endeavoring to arrive in line at the same 
time with the latter. 

157. At the instant the movement begins, the 
captain will face to his company in order to follow 
up the execution ; and, as soon as the company is 
formed, he will command, ffuide leftf place him- 
self two paces before the centre, face to the front, 
and take the step of the company. 

158. At the command guide lefi^ the second ser- 
geant will promptly place himself in the front 
rank, on the left, to serve as guide, and the cover- 
ing sergeant who is on the opposite flank will 
remain there. 

159. When the company marches by the left 
flank, this movement will l>e executed by the sanie 
commands, and according to the same principles ; 
the company being formed, the captain will com- 
mand guide right, and place himself in front of hie 
company as above ; the covering sergeant who is 
en the right of the front rank will serve as guide,' 
and the second sergeant placed on the left fleink 
*-*U remain there. 
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160. Tbus, in a column by company, right or left 
in frontJtbe covering sergeant and the second ser- 
csant 01 each ccoupan j will always be placed on 
Sie righlj and left, respectively, of the front rank: 
fhey will be denominated right gtdde and left guid&t 
and the one or the other charged with the direo* 
tbn. 

161. The company being in march by the flank, 
if it be the wish of the instructor to cause it to 
Ibrm platoons, he will give an order to that effect 
to the captain, who will command : 

1. By pUxtoon^ into line. 2. March. 

162. The movement will be executed by each 
platoon according to) the above principles. The 
captain will place himself before the centre of the * 
first platoon, and the first lieutenant before the 
centre of the second, passing through the opening 
made in the centre of the company, if the march 
1>e by the rieht flank, and around the left of his 
platoon, if the march be by the left : in this last 
ease, the captain will also pass around the left of 
the second platoon in oraer to place himself in 
front of the nrst. Both the captain and lieutenant, 
without wfuting for each other, will command 
guide left (or righf) at the instant their respective 
platoons are formed. 

163. At the command guide left for right), the 

fuide of each platoon will pass rapialy to the in- 
icated flank of the nlatoon, if not already there. 

164. The right guiae of the company will always 
serve as the guide of the right or left of the first 
platoon, and the left guide of the company will 
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serve, in like manner, as the guide of jbhe second 
platoon. 

165. Thus in a column, by platoon, there will 
be but one guide to each platoon ; he will alwajs 
be placed on its left flank, if the right be in fronts 
and on the right dank, if the left hd in front. 

166. In these movements, the file closers will 
follow the platoons to which they are attached. 

167. The instructor may cause the company, 
marching by the flank, to form by company, or bj 
platoon, into line, by his own direct commands^ 
using those prescribed for the captain, No. 153 or 

168. The instructor will exercise the company 
in passing, without a halt, from the march by the 
front, to the march by the flank, and reciprocally. 

' In either case, he will employ the commands pre- 
scribed in the school of tne soldier. No. 363, sub- 
stituting company for s^uad. The company will 
face to the ri^ht or left, m marching, ana the cap- 
tain, the guides, and file closers will oonform 
themselves to what is prescribed for each in the 
march by the flank, or in the march by the front 
of a company supposed to be a subdivision of a 
column. 

169. If, after facing to> the ri^ht or left, in 
marching, the company find ftself faced by the 
rear rank, the captain will place himself two paces 
behind the centre of the front rank, now in the 
rear, the guides will pass to the rear rank, now 
leading, and the file closers will march in front of 
this rank. 

170. The instructor, in order to avoid fati^ing 
the men, and to prevent them from being negligent 
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ill the position of shoulder arms, will some^met 
order support arms Id marching by the flank, and 
lunns on the right shoulder, when marehing in line. 



LESSON FIFTH. 

Abticls First. 

lb hreaJ: intd column hyplatoony either ait a halt or 
in march, 

171. The company being at a halt, in line of 
battle, the instructor, wishing to break it into 
column, by platoon to the righ^ will command: 

1. By platoon, right wheel. 2. March. 

172. At the first command, the chiefs of platoon 
-will rapidly place themselves two paces before the 
centres of their respectiye platoons, the lieutenant 
passing around the left of the company. They 
need not occupy themselves with dressinj^, one 
upon the other. The covering sergeant will re* 
place the captain in the front rank. 

173. At the command march, the right front 
rank man of each platoon will face to the right, 
the covering sergeant standing fast ; the chief of 
each platoon will move q^uickly b^ the shortest 
line, a little beyond the point at which the march- 
ing flank will rest when the wheel shall be com* 
pleted, face to the late rear, and place himself so 
that the line which he forms with the man on the 
right (who had faced), shall be perpendicular to 
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ilurt oeenpied by the company In line of bftttitf | 
each platoon wilt wheel according to the principles 
prescribed for the wheel on a fixed piTot, and whaii 
the man who conducts the marching flank shaU 
approach near to the perpendicular, its chief wiU 
command : 

1. Flatoan. 2. EUlt. 

174. At the command haH, which will be giTen 
at the instant the man who conducts the marching 
flank shall have arrived at three paces from the 
perpendicular, the platoon will halt ; the coyerins 
sergeant will move to the point where the lefl <a 
the first platoon is to rest, passing by the front 
rank ; the second sergeant will place himself, in 
like manner, in respect to the second platoon. 
Each will take care to leave between himself and 
tiie man on the right of his platoon, a space equal 
to its front ; the captain and first lieutenant will 
look to this, and each take care to align the ser* 
geant between himself and the man of the platoon 
who had faced to the rieht. 

175. The guide of each platoon, being thus eeta- 
blished on the perpendicular, each chief will place 
himself two paces outside of his guide, and fikcing 
towards him» will command : 

176. The alignment being ended, eftoh chief of 
platoon will command, Front, and place himself 
fwo paces before its centre. 

177. The file closers will confi)nn themselTet to 
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Hw moTvtnetit of tMr respeotm plfttootif, pw- 
•ertiDg always Uie distance of two paces from the 
rear raak. 

178. The company will break bj platoon to tho 
left, according to tbe saiy principles. The ib 
structor will command : 

1. Byplatoont left wheel. 2. March. 

179. The first command will be executed in the 
same manner as if breaking by platoon to the 
right. 

180. At the command marchf the left front rank 
man of each platoon will face to the left, and the 
platoons will wheel to the left, according to the 
principles prescribed for the wheel on a fixed 
pivot ; the chiefs of platoon will conform to the 
principles indicated Nos. 173 and 174. 

181. At the command halt, given by the chief 
of each platoon, the covering sergeant on the right 
of the iront rank of the nrst platoon, and the 
•eeond sergeant near the left or the second pla- 
toon, will each move to the points where the rieht 
of his platoon is to rest. The chief of each pla- 
toon shoald be careful to align the sergeant be- 
tween himself and the man of the platoon whc 
had faced to the left, and will then command : 

Eight — ^Dress. 

182. The platoons being aligned, each chief of 
platoon will command, Front, and place himself 
opposite its centre. 

183. The instructor wishing to break the com- 

X 

Digitized by Google 



MAybjpUtoon to Hie right, and to moTetiie cetemli 
forward after the wheel is completed, will eao* 
tion the compan j to that effect, and command : 

1. Bypiatoon^ rigpt whed» 2. March. 

184. At the first command, the chiefs of pla- 
tiX)n will move rapidly in front of their respective 
platoons, conforming to what has heen prescribed 
No. 172, and will remain in this position during 
the continuance of the wheel. The covering ser- 
geant will replace the chief of the first platoon in 
the front ranK. 

185. At the command march, the platoons will 
wheel to the right, conforming to the principles 
herein prescribed ; the man on the pivot will not 
face to the right, but will mark timje, conforming 
himself to the movement of the marching flank ; 
and when the man who is on the left of this Hank 
shall arrive near the perpendicular, the instructor 
will command : 

3. Forward* 4 March. 5. GuideUJt 

186. At the fourth command, which will b* 
given at the instant the wheel is completed, tin 
platoons will move straight to the front, all the 
men taking the step of twenty-eight inches. The 
30Tering sergeant and the second sergeant will 
move rapidly to the left of their respective platoonab 
the former passine before the front rank. The 
leading guide will immediately take points oa 
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Hie groand in the direction which maybe indicated 
to him by the instructor. 

187. At the fifth command, the men will take 
the tonch of elbows lightly to the left. 

188. If the guide of the second platoon should 
lose his distance, or the line of direction, he will 
conform to the principles herein prescribed Nos, 
202 and 203. 

189. If the company be marching in line to the 
front, the instructor will cause it to break by pla* 
toon to the right by the same commands. At the 
command march, the platoons will wheel in the 
manner already explained ; the man on the pivot 
will take care to mark time in his place, without 
adyancing or receding ; the instructor, the chiefs 
of platoon, and the guides, will conform to what 
has been prescribed Nos. 184 and following. 

190. The company may be broken b^ platoons 
to the left, according to the same principles, and 
by inverse means, the instructor giving the com* 
mands prescribed Nos. 183 and 185, substituting 
left for right, and reciprocally. 

191. The movements explained in Nos. 183 and 
189 will only be executed after the company has 
become well established in the principles of the 
march in column^ Articles Second and Third. 

Bemarks. 

192. The instructor, placed in front of the com- 
pany, will observe whether the movement be exe* 
eated according to the principles prescribed above; 
whether the platoons, after breaking into column, 
•re perpendicular to the line of battle just ooot^ 
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pied ; and whether the guide, who placed hima^ 
where the inarching flank of his platoon had to 
rest, has left, hetween himself and the front rank 
man on the right (or left,) the space necessary to 
contain the front of the platoon. 

193. After the platoons have broken, if the rear- 
most guide should not accurately cover the lead- 
inc one, he will not seek to correct his position 
till the column be put in march, unless the in- 
structor, wishing to wheel immediately into line, 
should think it necessary to rectify the direction 
of the guides, which would be executed as will be 
hereinafter explained in Article Fifth of this Les- 
son. 

194. The instructor will obserre, that the man 
on the right (or left) of each platoon, who, at the 
command march, faces to the right (or left) being 
the true pivot of the wheel, the front rank man 
next to him ought to gain a little ground to the 
front in wheeling, so as to clear the pivot-man. 



Article Sbcond. 
To march in column. 

195. The company having broken by platoon, 
right (or left) in front, the instructor, wisning to 
cause the column to march, will throw himself 
twenty*five or thirty paces in front, face to the 
guides, place himself correctly, on their direction, 
and caution the leading guide to take points on 
the ground. 

196. The instructor being thus placed, the fluids 
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cf l^e leading platoon will take two points on the 
ground in the straight line passing between his 
own and the heels of the instructor. 

197. These dispositions being made, the instruc- 
tor will step aside, and command t 

1. (klwnn, forward, 2. Omde left (ox rigM). 
3. March. 

198. At the command march^ promptly repeated 
by the chiefs of platoon, they, as well as the guides, 
will lead off, by a decided step, their respective 
platoons, in order that the whole may move 
smartly, and at the same moment. 

199. The men will each feel lightly the elbow 
of his neighbor towards the guide, and conform 
himself, in marching, to the principles prescribed 
in the school of the soldier. No. 327. The man 
next to the guide, in each platoon, will take care 
never to pass him, and also to march always about 
six inches to the right (or lefl) from him, in order 
not to push Tiim out of the direction. 

200. The leading guide will observe, with the 
greatest precision, the length and cadence of the 
.^tep, and maintain the direction of his march bj 
the means prescribed No. 89. 

201. The following guide will march exactly in 
the trace of the leading one, preserving between 
tiie latter and himself a distance precisely equal 
to the front of his platoon, and marching in the 
same step with the leading guide. 

202. It the following guide lose his distance from 
the one leading, (which can only happen by his 
»wn fault,) he will correct himself by slightly 

TOL. I.— 12 
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letigtheniDg or shortening a few steps, in order 
that there may not be sudden quickenings ot 
slackenings in the march of his platoon. 

203. If the same guide, having neglected to 
march exactly in the trace of the preceding one» 
find himself sensibly out of the direction, he will 
remedy this fault by advancing more or less the 
shoulder opposite to the true direction, and thus, 
in a few steps, insensibly regain it, without the 
inconvenience of the oblique step, which would 
cause a loss of distance. In all cases, each chief 
of platoon will cause it to conform to the move- 
ments of its guide. 

Bemarka on the march in column, 

204. If the chiefs and guides of subdivisions 
neglect to lead off and to decide the march from 
the first step, the march will be begun in uncer- 
tainty, which will cause waverings, a loss of step, 
and a loss of distance. 

205. If the leading ^uide take unequal steps, the 
march of his subdivision, and that which follows, 
will be uncertain; there will be undulations, 
quickenings, and slackenings in the march. 

206. If the same guide be not habituated to pro* 
long a given direction, without deviation, he will 
describe a crooked line, and the column must wind 
to conform itself to such line. 

207. If the following guide be not habituated to 
march in the trace of the preceding one, he will 
lose bis distance at every moment in endeavors to 
regain the trace, the preservation of which it 
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Hbe most important principle in the march in 
column. 

208. The guide of each subdiTision in column 
will be responsible for the direction, distance, and 
step ; the chief of the subdiyision, for the order 
and conformity of his subdiyision with the move- 
ments of the guide. Accordingly, the chief will 
fre<][uently turn, in the march, to obserye his sub- 
division. 

209. The instructor, placed on the flank of the 
guides, will watch over the execution of all the 
principles prescribed j he will, also, sometimes 
place himself in the rear, align himself on the 
euides, and halt, pending some thirty paces toge- 
uer, to verify the accuracy of the guides. 

210. In column, chiefs of subdivision will always 
repeat, with the greatest promptitude, the com- 
mands march and ?iaU, no chief waiting for ano- 
ther, but each repeating the command the moment 
he catches it from the instructor. They will repeat 
no other command given by him ; but will explain, 
if necessary, to their subdivisions, in an under 
tone of voice, what they will have to execute, at 
indicated by the commands of caution. 



Article Third. 

To change direction, 

211. The changes of direction of a column while 
marching, will be executed according to the prin- 
ciples prescribed for wheeling on the march. 
Whenever, therefore, a column is to change direc 
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4ou, the inttraotor will change Hie gaide, ji boI 
tlready there, to the flank opposite the side to 
which the change is to be made. 

212. The column being in march right in fronii, 
if it be the wish of the instructor to change d\ne* 
tion to the right, he will give the order to the chief 
of the first platoon, and immediately go himself^ 
or send a marker to the point at which the change 
of direction is to be made; the instructor, or 
marker, will place himself on the direction of the 
guides, so as to present the breast to that flank of 
3ie column. 

213. The leading guide will direct his march on 
that person, so that, in passing, his left arm may 
just erase his breast. When the leading guide 

"1 nave 



shall nave approached near to the marker, the 
chief of his platoon will command : 

1. Bight whed. 2. March. 

214. The first command will be given when tiie 
platoon is at the distance of four paces from the 
marker. 

•215. At the command march^ which will be pro- 
nounced at the instant the guide shall have arrived 
opposite the marker, the platoon will wheel to the 
neht, conforming to what is prescribed in the 
school of the soldier. No. 396. 

216. The wheel being finished, the chief of each 
platoon will command : 

3. Forward, 4. March. 

217 These commands will be pronounced and 
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sztctEited as is prescribed in the sobool of the sol- 
dier, Nos. 398 and 399. The guide of the irst pla- 
toon will take points on the ground in the new 
direction, in order the better to regulate the 
mar oh. 

218. The second platoon will continue to march 
straight forward till up with the marker, when it 
will wheel to the right, and re-take the direct 
march by the same commands and the same 
means which governed the first platoon. 

219. The column being in march right in iVont, 
if the instructor should wish to change direction 
to the left, he will command, guide right. At 
tills command, the two guides will move rapidlj 
to the right of their respective platoons, each pass* 
ing in front of his subdivision ; the men will tak« 
the touch of elbows to the right ; the instructor 
will afberwards conform to what is prescribed Xo. 
212. 

220. The change of direction to the left will 
Uten be executed according to the same principles 
as the change of direction to the right, but by ii^ 
Terse means. 

221. When the change of direction is com- 
pleted, the instructor will command, guide left, 

222. The changes of direction in a column, left 
in front, will be executed according to the 8am« 
principles. 

223. In changes of direction in double quick 
time, the platoons will wheel according to th# 
principles prescribed in the school of the soldier, 

224. In order to prepare the men foi those fov* 
mations in line, which can be executed only by 

12» 
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iornidg to the right or the left, the ibstractor w^ 
fometimes c&uBe the column to change directkHi 
to the side of the guide. In this case, the chiet 
of the leading platoon will command: Left (of 
right^ turn, instead ofleft^ (or right) whed. The su}^ 
diTisions will each turn, in succession, conforming 
to what is prescribed in the school of the soldier. 
No. 402. The leading guide, as soon as he bai 
turned, will take points on the ground, the better 
to regulate the direction of the march. 

2^. It is highly important, in order to preserve 
distances and the direction, that all the subdivi- 
sions of the column should change direction pre^ 
cisely at the point where the leading subdivision 
changed ; it is for this reason that that point ought 
to be marked in advance, and that it is prescribed 
that the guides direct their march on the marker, 
also that each chief of subdivision shall not cause 
the change to commence till the guide of his sub- 
division has grazed the breast of this marker. 

226. Each chief will take care that his subdivi- 
sion arrives at the point of change in a square with 
the line of direction : with this view, he will faoe 
to his subdivbion when the one which precedes 
has commenced to turn or to wheel, and he will 
be watchful that it continues to march squarely 
until it arrives at the point where the change of 
direction is to commence. 

227. If, in changes of direction, the pivot of the 
subdivision which wheels should not clear the 
wheeling point, the next subdivision would be 
arrested and distances lost; for the guide wha 
oonducts the marching flank having to describe 
an are, in length about a half greater than the 
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front of the sabdivisioD, the second subdivision 
would be already op with the wheeling point, 
whilst the first which wheels has yet the half of 
its front to execute, and hence would be obliged to 
mark time until that half be executed. It is there- 
fore prescribed, that the pivot of each subdivision 
■honid take steps of nine or eleven inches in 
length, according to the swiftness of the gait, in 
order not to arrest the march of the next subdivi- 
sion. The chiefs of subdivision will look well to 
the step of the pivot, and cause his step to be 
lengthened or shortened as may be judgea neces- 
sary. By the nature of this movement, the centre 
of each subdivision will bend a little to the rear. 

228. The guides vrill never alter the length or 
^e cadence of the step, whether the change of di- 
rection be to the side of the guide or to the oppo- 
site side. 

229. The marker, placed at the wheeling point, 
will always present nis breast to the flank of the 
column. The instructor will take the greatest 
|>ains in causing the prescribed principles to be 
observed ; he will see that each subdivision only 
commences the change of direction when the 
guide, grazing the breast of the marker, has 
nearly passed him, and, that the marching flank 
does not describe the arc of too large a circle, in 
order that it may not be thrown beyond the new 
direction. 

230. In change of direction by wheel, the guide 
of the wheeling flank will cast his eyes over the 
ground at the moment of commencing the wheel, 
snd will describe an arc of a circle whose radius 
k eqnal to the front of the subdivision. 
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Abticu Foitkth. 
lb halt the column. 

231. The column being in march, when the in* 
•tractor shall wish to halt it, he will command : 

1. Column. 2. Halt. 

232. At the second command, promptly repeated 
by the chiefs of platoon, the column will halt; the 
euides also will stand fast, although they may have 
S)Bt both distance and direction. 

233. If the command haU, be not repeated with 
the greatest viyacity, and executed at tne same in* 
stant, distances will be lost. 

234. If a guide, having lost his distance, seek to 
recover it aner that command, he will only throw 
his fault on the following guide, who, if he have 
marched well, will no longer be at his proper dis- 
tance ; and if the latter regain what he has thus 
lost, the movement will be propagated to the rear 
of the column. 

Article Fifth. 

Being in column hy platoon^ to form to the right or 
l^ into line ofbcUtle, either <U a halt or on the 
march, 

235. The instructor having halted the oolnmn, 
right in front, and wishing to form it into line of 
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\aA\^, will place lamsdlf at j>latoon distance in 
firont of the leading guide, face to him, and reotifV, 
if necessary, the position of the guide beyond; 
whidi being executed, he will command : 

ic/^— Dress. 

236. At this command, which will not be re- 
peated by the chiefs of platoon, each of them will 
place himself briskly two paces outside of his 
guide, and direct the alignment of the platoon 
perpendicularly to the direction of the column. 

2^7. Each chief having aligned his platoon, will 
command Front, and return quickly to his place 
in column. 

238. This disposition being made, the instruc- 
tor will command : 

1. Xe/V into line, toTied. 2. March. 

239. At the command march, briskly repeated 
by the chiefs of platoon, the front rank man on the 
left of each platoon will face to the left, and place 
his breast lightly against the arm of the ^uiae by 
his side, who stands fast ; the platoons will wheel 
to the left on the principle of wheels from a halt, 
and in conformity to what is prescribed No. 194 
Egigh^hief will turn to his platoon to observe it& 
movement, and when the marching filank has ap- 
proached near the line of battle, h^will command 

1. Platoon. 2. Halt. 
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240. The oommand haU, will be giTen irfaoB thi 
marching flank of the platoon is three paces ftowk 
the line of battle. 

241. The chief of the leeond platoon, haTing 
halted it, will return to his place as a file closer, 
passing around the left of his subdiyision. 

242. The captain having halted the first platoon, 
will move rapidly to the point at which the right 
of the company will rest in line of battle, and 
command : 

Right— T)«R88. 

243. At this command, the two platoons will 
dress up on the alignment ; the front rank man on 
the rignt of the leading platoon, who finds him- 
self opposite the instructor established on the di- 
rection of the guides, will place his breast lightly 
against the le^ arm of this officer. The captain 
will direct the alignment from the right on the 
man on the opposite fiank of the company. 

244. The company being aligned, the oaptaiA 
will oommand : 

Front. 

245. The instmctor seeing the company in Unt 
of battle, will command : 

Ouides^Voffn, 

246. At this command, the coTerin^ sergeant 
will cover the captain, and the left guide wOl re* 
turn to his place as a file closer. 

247. If the column be left in front, and the in- 
stmctor should wish to form it to the right lata 
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Bfte of batUe, he will place Limself at platoon dis- 
tance in front of the leading guide, nice to him, 
and rectify, if necessary, the position of the guide 
beyond ; which being executed, he will command; 

1. Bight into line tohed. 2. March. 

248. At the command march, the front rank man 
on the right of each platoon will face to the right 
and place his breast lightly against the left arm 
of the guide by his side, who stands fast ; each 
platoon will wheel to the right, and will be halted 
oy its chief, when the marching fiiank has ap- 
proached near the line of battle ; for this purpose, 
the chief of each platoon will command : 

1. Platoon. 2. Halt. 

249. The command halt, will be given when the 
marching fiiank of the platoon is three paces from 
the line of battle. The chief of the second platoon 
having halted his platoon, will resume his place in 
the rank of file closers. 

250. The captain having halted the first platoon, 
will move brisklv to the point at which the left of 
the company will rest, and command : 

Left — Dress. 

251. At this command, the two platoons will 
dress up on the alignment ; the man on the lefl 
of the second platoon, opposite the instructor, will 
place his breast lightly a^inst the right arm of 
this officer, and the captain will direct the align* 
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fln«nt f^ai' the left on the man on the oppotHi 
flank of the company. 

262. The company being aligned, the captain 
will command : 

Front. 

253. The instructor will afterwards command: 

Guides — Posts. 

254. At this command, the captain will more to 
the right of his company, the covering sergeant 
will coyer him, and the left guide will return to 
his place as a file closer. 

265. The instructor may omit the command Uft 
or right dress, previous to commanding left or rigH 
into line, wheel, unless, after rectifying the posi- 
, tion of the guides, it should become necessary to 
^dress the platoons, or one of them, laterally to the 
/right or left. 

256. The instructor, before the command left 
(or rigJU) into line, wheels will assure himself that 
the rearmost platoon is at its exact wheeling dis- 
tance from the one in front. This attention is im- 
portant, in order to detect negligence on the pari 
of guides in this essential point. 

257. If the column be marching right in front, 
and the instructor should wish to form it into linfl 
without halting the column, he will give the com- 

' mands prescribed No. 238, and move rapidly to 
platoon distance in front of the leading guide. 

268. At the command march, briskly repeated 
by the chiefs of platoon, the led guides will halt 
•hott, ike instructor, the chiefs of platoon, ano 
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the platoons, will conform to what is prescribed 
No. 239 and following. 

259. If the colomn be in march left in front, 
this formation will be made according to the same 
principles, and by inyerse means. 

260. If the column be marchine right in front, 
and the instructor should wish to form it into line 
without halting the column, and to march the oom- 
paay in line to the front, he will command : 

1. By platoons left wheel, 2. March. 

261. At the command march, briskly repeated 
by the chiefs of platoon, the left guides* will halt; 
the man next to the left guide in each platoon 
will mark time : the platoons will wheel to uie left, 
conforming to the principles of the wheel on a 
fixed pivot. When the right of the platoons shall 
arriye near the line of battle, the instructor will 
command: 

3. Forward. 4. March. 6. Guide rigJU {or left,) 

262. At the fourth command, given at the in- 
vtant the wheel is completed, all the men of the 
company will move off together with the step of 
twenty-eight inches ; the captain, the chief ot the 
second {)latoon, the covering sergeant, and the left 
guide will take their positions as in line of battle. 

263. At the fifth command, which will be gives 
immediately after the fourth, the captain find 
covering sergeant, if not already there, will move 
briskly to the side on which the guide is desig- 
liated. The non-commissioned officer charged with 

TOL. I. — 13 K 
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tbe direotion will move Ta^idly in front of ^ 
guide, and will be assured in his line of march 
bj the instructor, as is prescribed No. 104. That 
non-commissioned officer will im mediately take 
points on the ground aa indicated in the same 
number. The men will take the touch of elbowi 
to the side of the guide, conforming themselves to 
the principles of the march in line. 

2o4. The same principles are applicable to f 
•solumn left in front. 



LESSON SIXTH. 

Article First. 

7b break the company into platoons, and to reform 
the company. 

To break the company into plaioons, 

265. The company marching in the cadenced 
step, and supposed to make part of a column, right 
in front, when the instructor shall wish to cause 
it to break by platoon, he will give the order to 
the captain, who will command : 1. Break inU 
platoonSf and immediately place himself before 
the centre of the first platoon. 

266. At the command break into platoons, tbs 
first lieutenant will pass quickly around the left 
to the centre of his platoon, and give the oantion: 
Mark time, 

267. The captain will then command : 2. Jfore^ 

268. The first platoon will continue to mareb 
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straight forward ; the cotering sergeant will moTe ' 
rapidij to the left flank of this platoon (passing 
by the front rank) as soon as the flank shidl be 
disengaged. 

269. At the command march^ ||iven by the cap- 
tain, the second platoon will begin to mark time ; 
its chief will immediately add : L Riffhi oblique; 
2. March. The last command will be given so 
that this platoon may commence obliquing ihe in- 
stant the rear rank of the first platoon shall haya 
passed. The men will shorten the step in obliquing, 
ao that when the command ybnoard march is given, 
the platoon may have its exact distance. 

270. The guide of the second platoon being near 
the direction of the guide of the first, the chief of 
the second will command Forward, And add March, 
the instant that the guide of his platoon shall 
cover the guide of the first* 

271. In a column, left in front, the company > 
will break into platoons by inverse means, apply- 
ing to the first platoon all that has been prescribed 
for the second, and reciprocally. ' 

272. In thia case, the left guide of the company 
will shift to the right flank of the second platoon, 
and the covering sergeant will remain on the 
right of the first 

lb reform the compaim/, 

273. The column, b^ platoon, being in march, 
right in front, when the instructor shall wish to cause 
it to form company, he will give the order to the 
saptoin, who will command: Form company, 

274. Having given this command, thei captain 
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vill immediatelj add : 1. Firtt platoon; 2. Bifj^ 



75. Tho chief of the second platoon will cau- 
tion it to continue to march straight forward. 

276. The captain will then command : 3. March. 

277. At this command, repeated bj the chic^ of 
the second, the first platoon will oblique to the rights 
in order to unmask the second ; the covering ser- 
geant, on the lefb of the first platoon, will return to 
uie right of the company, passing bj the front rank. 

278. When the first platoon shall have nearlj 
unmasked the second, the captain will command t 
1. Mark timet ftnd at the instant the unmasking 
shall be complete, he mU add : 2. March. The 
first platoon will then cease to oblique, and mark 
time. 

279. In the mean time the second platoon will 
have continued to march straight forward, and 
when it shall be neariv up with the firsts the cap- 
tain will command lortoard, and at the instant 
the two platoons shall unite, add March ; the first 
platoon will then cease to mark time. 

280. In a column, left in front, the same move- 
ment wiU be executed bj inverse means, the chief 
of the second platoon giving the command jPor- 
ward, and the captain adding the command March, 
when the platoons are united. 

281. The guide of the second platoon, on its 
right, will pass to its left flank the moment the 
platoon begins to oblique ; the guide of the first, 
on its right, remaining on that flank of the pla< 
toon. 

282. The instructor will also sometimes oaoaa 
the oompanj to brcwk and re-form, bj platoon, bjr 
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%» own direct commands. In this case, be will 
^ve the general commands prescribed for the oap- 
min above: 1. Break into platoons ; 2. March; 
and 1. Form company ; 2. March. 

283. If, in breaking the company into platoons, 
the subdivision that breaks off should mark time 
too long, it might, in a column of many subdivi- 
sions, arrest the march of the following one, which 
would cause a lengthening of the column, and a 
loss of distances. 

284. In breaking into platoons, it is necessary 
that the platoons which oblique should not shorten 
the step too much, in order not to lose distance in 
column, and not to arrest the march of the follow- 
ing subdivision. 

285. If a platoon obliques too far to a flank, it 
would be obliged to oblique again to the opposite 
flank, to regain the direction, and by the double 
movement arrest, probably, the march of the fol- 
lowing subdivision. 

286. The chiefs of those platoons which oblique 
will face to their platoons, in order to enforce the 
observance of the foregoing principles. 

287. When, in a column of several companies, 
they break in succession, it is of the greatest in^ 
portance that each company should continue to 
march in the same step, without shortening or 
slackening, whilst that which precedes breaks, 
although the following company should close op 
on the preceding one. This attention is essentiu 
to jeuard against an elongation of the column. 

&8. Faults of but little moment, in a column 
of a few companies, would be serious inconvenir 
oacee in a general colnmn of many battalions, 
13* 
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Hence the instructor will give the greatest care in 
causing all the prescribed principles to be strietlj 
observed. To this end, he will bold himself on 
the directing flank, the better to observe all ths 
moTements. 

Abticle Second. 

Being in column, to break files to {he rear, and to 
cause them to re-enter into line, 

289. The company beine in march, and sup- 
posed to constitute a subdivision of a column, ri^M 
(or left) in front, when the instructor shall wish 
to cause files to break off he will give the order to 
the captain, who will immediately turn to his com- 
pany, and command : 

1. Two fles from, left (or rt^^) to rear. 2. Maboh. 

290. At the command march, the two files on 
the left (or right) of the company will mark time, 
the others will continue to march straightforward ; 
the two rear rank men of these files will, as soon 
A8 the rear rank of the company shall clear them, 
move to the risht by advancing the outer shoulder; 
the odd number will place himself behind the 
third file from that flank, the even number behind 
the fourth, passing for this purpose behind the 
odd. number ; the two fh>nt rank men will, in. lik« 
manner, move to the right when the rear rank of 
tbe company shall clear them, the odd nufnbei 
Will place himMlf behind the first file, the eiea 
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mmiber behind Ute second file, paseing for thii 
purpose behind the odd number. If the files are 
broken from the right, the men will move to tht 
left, adysncing the outer shoulder, the even num- 
ber of the rear rank will place himself behind tht 
third file, the odd number of the same rank behind 
the fourth ; the even number of the front rank 
behind the first file, the odd number of the same 
rank behind the second, the odd numbers for this 
purpose passing behind the even numbers. The 
men vrill be careful not to lose their distances and 
to keep aligned. 

291. If the instructor should still wish to break 
two files from the same side, he will give the order 
to the captain, who will proceed as above 4i' 
rected. 

292. At the command march, given by the cap- 
tain, the files already broken, advancing a little 
the outer shoulder, will gain the space of two files 
to the right, if the files are broken from the left, 
and to the left, if the files are broken from the 
right, shortening, at the same time, the step, in 
order to make room between themselves and the 
rear ranlc of the company for the files last ordered 
to the^eoT; ilie latter will break by the same 
commands and in the same manner as the first. 
The men who double should increase the length 
of the step in order to prevent distances frciu 
beine lost. 

29d. The instructor may thus diminish the from 
of a company by breaking off successive groups 
of two files, but the new files must always be 
broken from the same side. 

294. The instructor, wishing to oause files broken 
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off to^ reiam into Ime, will give the order to tM 
captain, who will immediately command : 

1. TwoJUes into line. 2. Mabch. 

295. At the command mareh, the first two fUea 
of those marching by the flank will return brisk^ 
into line, and the others will gain the space of two 
files bj advancing the inner shoulder towards the 
flank to which thej belong. 

296. The captain will turn to his company, to 
watch the observance of the principles which haye 
just been prescribed. 

297. The instructor haying caused groups of two 
files to break one after another, and to return again 
into line, will afterwards cause two or three groups 
to break together, and for this purpose, will com- 
mand: Four or six files from left (or right) to 
rear; March. The files designated will mark 
time; each rank will advance a little the outer 
shoulder as soon as the rear rank of the company 
shall clear it, will oblique at once, and each group 
will place itself behincl the four neighboring files, 
and in the same manner, as if the movement had 
been executed group by group, taking care that 
the distances are preserved. 

298. The instructor will next order the captain 
to cause two or three groups to be brought into 
line at once, who turning to the company, will 
command : 

Four or six files into line — March. 

299. At the command maroA, the files designated 
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wni ftdvance the inner shoulder, move np and form 
on the flank of the company bj the shortest lines. ^ 

300. As often as files shall break off to the rear, 
the guide on that flank will gradually close on the 
nearest front rank man remaining iu line, and he 
-will also open out to make room for files ordered 
into line. ^ 

301. The files which march in the rear are dis-^ 
posed in the foUowiD^ order: the left files as if the 
company was marching by the right flank, and 
the right files as if the company was marching by 
^e left flank. Consequently, whenever there is 
on the right or left of a subdivision, a file which 
does not belong to a group, it will be broken 
singly. 

302. It is necessary to the preservation of dis* 
tances in column that the men should be habituated 
in the schools of detail to execute the movements 
of this article with precision. 

303. If new files broken off do not step well to 
the left or right in obliquing ; if, when files aro 
ordered into line, the^ do not move up with 
promptitude and precision, in either case the fol- 
lowing files will be arrested in their march, and 
thereby cause the column to be lengthened out. 

304. The instructor will place himself on th# 
flank from which the files are broken, to assur# 
himself of the exact observance of the principles. 

305. Files will only be broken off from the sido 
of direction, in order that the whole company may 
easily pass from the front to the flank march. 
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Article Third. 

To march the column in route, and to execute ih$ 
movements inciderU thereto, 

306. The swiftness of the route step will be one 
hundred and ten steps in a minute; tnis swiftness 
will be habitually maintained in columns in route, 
when the roads and ground maj permit. 

307. The company being at a halt, and supposed 
to constitute a subdivuiion of a column, when the 
instructor shall wish to cause it to march in the 
route step, he will command : 

1, CoHumn, fortoard. 2. Cfuide, left (or righL) 
3. Route step, 4. March. 

308. At the command march, repeated by the 
captain, the two ranks will step off together ; the 
rear rank will take, in marching, by shortening a 
few steps, a distance of one pace (twenty-eight 
inches) from the rank preceding, which distance 
will be computed from the breasts of the men in 
the rear rauK, to the knapsacks of the men in the 
front rank. The men, without further command* 
will immediately carry their arms cU will, as indi- 
oated in the school of the soldier. No. 219. They 
will no longer be required to march in the oa- 
denced pace, or with the same foot, or to remain 
■ilent. The files wiU march at ease ; but oare wiM 
' ^aken to preyent the ranks from intermixing, 

''x>nt rank firom getting in adyance of ikm 
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guide, and the rear rank from opening to too great 
a distance. 

309. The company marching in the route step, 
the instructor will cause it to change direction, 
which will he executed without formal commands, 
«n a simple caution from the captain ; the rear 
rank will come up to change direction in the same 
manner as the front rank. Each rank will con- 
form itself, although in the route step, to the prin- 
ciples which have been prescribed for the change 
in closed ranks, with this difference only; that the 
pivot man, instead of taking steps of nine, will 
take stops of fourteen inches, in order to dear tht 
wheeling point. 

310. The company marching in the ronto step, 
to cause it to pass to the cadenced step, the instruo* 
tor will first order pieces to be brought to ^e^nght 
^oulder, and then command: 

1. Quick time. 2. March. 

311. At the command marcht the men will re* 
snme the cadenced step, and will close so ac to 
leave a distance of sixteen inches between each 
nuok. 

312. The company marching in the cadenced 
pace, the instructor, to cause it to take the route 
step, will command : 

1. Rtrntestep, 2. March. 

313. At the command march, the front rank will 
•(mtinue the step of tweni^^eight inches, the rear 
rank will take, by gradually shortening the step, 
the distance of twenty-eight inchps from the fr( nt 
Mok; the mm wiU carry their anas at will. 
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314. If the compan J be marohing in the Tovtd 
step, and the instructor should suppose the neces- 
sity of marohing by the flank in the same direc- 
tion, he will command : 

1. Company bv ike right (or left) fl^xnk, 2. Byjk 
^ft {or right,) 3. Marcs. 

815. At the command march, the company will 
face to the right for left) in marching, the captain 
will place himself by the side of the guide who 
condncts the leading flank : this guide will wheel 
immediately to the left or right ; all the files will 
come in succession to wheel on the same spot as 
the guide ; if there be files broken off to the rear, 
they will, by wheeling, regain their respective 
places, and follow the movement of the company. 

316. The instructor having caused the company 
to be again formed into line, will exercise it in 
increasing and diminishing front, by platoon, 
which wiU be executed by the same commands, 
and the same means, as if the company were 
inarching in the cadenced step. When the com* 
pany breaks into platoons, the chief! pf^ag£will 
move to the flank of his platoon, and wilTtake^e 
place of the guide, who will stop back into the 
rear rank. 

317. The company being in column, by platoon, 
and supposed to march in the route step, the in- 
■tractor can cause the front to be diminished and 
increased, by section, if the platoons have a firont 
of twelve files or more. 

318. The movements of diminishing and in* 
ereasii^ front, by section, will be execatod aooodk 
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Uig U> the prinoi|>lto iodieftled fot thd «ame mo?e- 
ments by platoon. The right seotioDS of plfttooni 
will be oommanded bv the captain and first lieu* 
•tenant, respectively ; the left sections, by the two 
next subalterns in rank, or, in their absence, by 
sergeants. 

319. The instructor wishing to diminish by sec- 
tion, will give the order to the captain, who wiM 
command: 

1. Break irUo sections. 2. March. 

320. As soon as the platoons shall be broken, 
each c hief of section will place himself on its 
d irecting flank in tho^front rank, the guides who 
will be thus displaced, wHT {aXt back into the rear 
rank : the file closers will close up to within one 
pace of this rank. 

321. Platoons will be broken into sections only 
i^Jhe^^cglui^n in route, the movement will never 
be executed in the manoeuvres, whatever may be 
the front of the company. 

322. When the instructor shall wish to reform 
platoons, he will give the order to the captain, 
who will command : 

1. Form plcUo(ms, 2. March. 

323. At the first command, each chief of seo- 
tion will place himself before its centre, and the 
guides will pass into the front rank. At the com- 
mand march, the movement will be executed as hat 
been prescribed for forming company. The mo- 
ment the platoons are formed, the chiefis of the 

TOL, I. — 14 
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left seetioDS will retorn to their j^laces afl ISk 
doaert. 

324. The instructor will also oaaM to bo oxo- 
OQted the dimiDishiiig and iBoreaein^ front hf 
files, as prescribed in the preceding article, and in 
the same manner, as if marching m the cadonood 
ttep. When the company is brosen into sections^ 
the subdiyisions must not be rednced to a fW>Dt of 
less than six files, not counting the chief of the 
section. 

325. The company being broken by platoon, of 
by section, the instructor will cause it, marching 
in the route step, to march by the flank in the 
same direction, by the commands and the means 
indicated, Nos. 314 and 315. The moment the sub* 
dirisions shall face to the right (or left), the first 
file of each will wheel to the left (or right), in 
marching, to prolong the direction, and to nnifei 
with the rear file of the subdivision immediately 
preceding. The file closers will take their habitual 

C places in the march by the flank, before the anion 
( of the subdivisions. 

326. If the company be marching by the right 
flank, and the instructor should wish to undoubld 

. the files, which might sometimes be found neces- 
sary, he will inform the captain, who, after causing 
^^ the cadenced step to be resumed, and arms to be 
\ shouldered or supported, will command : 

1. In two ranks, undoubU files, 2. March. 

327. At the second command, the odd numbers 
will continue to march straight forward, the even 
aombers will shorten the step, and obUquing to 
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ibd loft will place themselves promptly behind the 
odd n ambers; the rear rank will gain a step to 
the left so as to re-take the touch of elbows on the 
Bide of the front rank. 

328. If the company be marching by the lefl 
flank, it will be the even numbers who will oon* 
tinue to march forward, and the odd numbers who 
will nndouble. 

329. If the instructor should wish to double tho 
files, he will give the order to the captain, who 
will command : 

1. In four ranks, double JUes, 2. March. 

330. At the command mcareh, the files will 
double in the manner as explained, when the com- 
pany faces by the right or the left flank. The in<- 
structor will afterwards cause the route step to be 
resumed. 

331. The various movements prescribed in this 
lesson maybe executed in double quick time. The 
men will be broueht, by degrees, to pass over at 
this gait about eleven hundred yaitis in seven 
minutes. 

332. When the company marching in the loute 
step shall halt, the rear rank will dose up at the 
command halt, and the whole will shouldei arms. 

333. Marching in the route step, the men wiU 
be permitted to carry their pieces in the manner 
they shall find most convenient, paying attention 
only to holding the muzzles up, so as to avoid 
aocidents. 
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Article Fourth 
* ' Countermarch. 

334. The company being at a halt, and supposed 
to constitute part of a column, right in front, when 
the instructor shall wish to cause it to connter* 
inarch, he will command : 

1. Chuntermarch. 2. Company, rigJU-^'FACE. 
3. ByJUe l^. 4. March. 

335. At the second command, the company will 
^e to the right, the two guides to the right about; 
the captain will go to the right of his company 
and cause two files to break to the rear, and then 
place himself by the side of the front rank man, to 
conduct him. 

336. At the command march, both guides will 
stand fast ; the company will step off smartly ; 
the first file, conducted by the captain, will wheel . 
around the right guide, and direct its march along 
the front rank so as to arrive behind, and two 
paces from the left guide ; each file will come in 
•nccession to wheel on the same ground around 
the right guide ; the leading file having arrived at 
a point opposite to the left guide, the captain will 
commana: 

h Company, 2. Halt. 3. Front. 4 Eighi-^ 
Dress. 

337. The first command will be giver at fimr 
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paces from the point where the leadiDg file is to 
rest. 

338. At the second command, the company will 
kalt 

339. At the third, it will face to the front. 

340. At the fourth, the company will dress by 
the ri^ht; the captain will step two paces out- 
side of the left guide, now on the right, and di- 
rect the alignment, so that the front rank may be 
enclosed between the two guides ; the company 
being aligned, he will command Front, and place 
himself before the centre of the company as if in 
column ; the guides, passing along the front rank, 
will shift to their proper places, on the right and 
left of that rank. 

341. In a column, by platoon, the countermarch 
will be executed by the same commands, and ac- 
cording to the same principles ; the ^uide of each 
platoon will face about, and its chief will place 
nimself by the side of the file on the right, to con- 
duct it. 

342. In a column, left in front, the counter- 
march will be executed by inverse commands and 
means, but according to the same principles. 
Thus, the movement will be made by the right 
fiank of subdivisions, if the right be in front, and 
by the left flank, if the lef% be in front ; in both 
cases the subdivisions will wheel by file to the 
side of the front rank. 

14* L 



d by Google 



Itt flcoooL OF rai ooa^uTT— 'tmsoif "W. 



Article Fifth. 

Being in column by platoon^ to form on ike riffU 
(or left) into line of battle, 

343. The column by platoon, ri^ht in fron^ 
being in march, the instructor, wishing to form it 
on the right into line of battle, will command : 

1. On the right into line. 2. Guide right. 

344. At the second command, the guide of each 
platoon will shift quickly to its right flank, and 
the men will touch elbows to the right ; the column 
will continue to march straight forward. 

345. The instructor having given the second 
oommand, will move briskly to the point at which 
the right of the company ought to rest in line, and 
place himself facing the point of direction to the 
left which he will choose. 

346. The line of battle ought to be so chosen 
that the guide of each platoon, after having turned 
to the right, may have, at least, ten paces to taka 
before arriving upon that line. 

^ 347. The head of the column being nearly oppo- 
site to the instructor, the chief of the first plato(A 
will command; 1. Eight turn; and when ezactlj 
oppojite to that point, he will add : 

2. March. 

348. At the command march, the first platoon 
will turn to the right, in conformity with Iht 
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Miociples prescribed in the wehotA of the Mtdier, 
No. 402. Ita guide will so direct his nareh ss to 
■NTiDg the froBt rank man, next en his left» Ojppo- 
uie to the instructor ; the diief of the pUUoon will 
Dutreh before its centre ; and when its guide shall 
6e near the line of battle, be will command: 

1. PUdoom. 2. Halt. 

340. At the command halt, which will be givea 
tt the instant the right of the platoon shall arrive 
at the distance of three paces from the line of bat> 
tie, the platoon will halt ; the files, not yet in line, 
will come np promptly. The guide will throw 
himself on the line of battle, opposite to one of the 
three left files of his platoon ; he will face to the 
instructor, who will align him on the point of di- 
rection to the left. The chief of platoon having. 
At the same time, gone to the point where the right 
of the company is to rest, will, as soon as he sees 
all the files of the platoon in line, command : 

RigM — Dress. 

350. At this, the first platoon will align itself; 
the front rank man, who finds himself opposite to 
the guide, will rest his breast lightly against the 
right arm of this guide, and the chief of the plv 
toon, from the right, will direct the alignment on 
this man. 

351. The second platoon will continue to march 
straight forward, until its guide shall arrive oppo- 
site to the left file of the first ; it will then turn to 
the right at the command of its ohief^ and marok 
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towards tbe line of battle, its gaide directing hinh 
self on the left file of the first platoon. 

352. The guide having arrived at the distaneo 
of three paces from the line of battle, this platooi 
will be halted, as prescribed fbr the first ; at tbi 
instant it halts, its guide will sprine on the line of 
battle, opposite to one of the threelefl files of his 
platoon, and will be assured in his position bj the 
instructor. 

353. The chief of the second platoon, seeing all 
its files in line, and its guide established on the 
direction, will command : 

Bight — Driss. 

354. Haying given this command, he will re- 
turn to his place as a file closer, passing around 
the left ; the second platoon will dress up on the 
alignment of the first, and, when establisned, the 
captain will command : 

Front. 

355. The movement ended, the instructor will 
fommand: 

Guides — Posts. 

356. At this command, the two guides will return 
to their places in line of battle. 

357. A column, by platoon, left in front, will 
form on the left into line of battle, according to 
the same principles, and, by inverse means, apply- 
ing to the second platoon what is prescribed fbr 
the first, and reciprocally. The chief of the second 
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plAtDon liAtuiff i^gned it, from the pdiii of appuK 
(the left,) will retire to his place as a file closer. 
The captain having halted the first platoon three 
paces behind the line of battle^ will go to the same 
point to align this platoon, and then command : 
Fbokt. At the command, guides—pasts, given by 
the instructor, the captain will shift to his proper 
flank, and the guides take their places in the line 
of battle. 

358» When the companies of a renment lure to 
be exercised, at the same time, in the school of 
the company, the colonel will indicate the lesson 
or lessons they are severally to execute. The whole 
will commence by a bugle signal, and terminate 
in like manner. 

Farfnation of a company from two ranks into single 
rank, and reciprocally. 

359. The company being formed into two ranks 
in the manner indicated No. 8, school of the sol- 
dier, and supposed to make part of a column, 
ri^ht or left in front, when the instructor shall 
wish to form it into single rank, he will command: 

1. In one rank, form company. 2. Mabch. 

360. At the first command, the right guide will 
face to the right. 

361. At the command march, the rijrht guide 
will step off and march in the prolongation of the 
front rank. 

362. The first file will step off at the same time 
with the guide ; the front rank man will turn to 
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tile right St the first step, follow the guide, pmA h* 
himsolf followed by the rear rank man of bis file, 
who will come to turn on the same spot where he 
had turned. The second file, and successiyelj all 
the oth^r files, will step off as has been prescribed 
for the first, the front rank man of each file follow- 
ing immediatelj the rear rank man of the file next 
en his right. The captain will superintend the 
movement, and when the last man shall have 
stepped off, he will halt the company, and face i% 
to the front. 

363. The file closers will take their places in 
line of battle, two paces in rear of the rank. 

864. The company being in single rank, when 
the instructor shall wish to form it into two ranks^ 
he will command : 

1. In two rankst form company, 2. Company 
rigktr—FjLCK, 3. March. 

365. At the second command, the company will 
face to the right: the right guide and the man on 
the right will remain faced to the front. 

366. At the command marchy the men who haye 
faced to the right, will step off, and form files in 
the following manner : the second man in the rank 
will place himself behind the first to form the first 
file ; the third will place himself by the side of the 
first in the front rank ; the fourth behind the third 
in the rear rank. All the others will, in like man- 
tter, place themselves, alternately, in the front and 
rear rank, and will thus form fifes of two men, on 
the left of those already formed. 

367. The formations above described will b« 
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IwMteallj ezdCQted by tbe right of eompuiiei ; 
but when the instmotor shall wish to have them 
exeoiited by the lef^ he will face the company 
aboui, and post the guides in the rear rank. 

368. The formation will then be executed by the 
same commands, and according to the same prin* 
oiples as hj the front rank ; the movement com- 
mencing with the left file, now become the right, 
and in each file by the rear rank man, now become 
the front ; the leu guide will conform to what has 
been prescribed for the rieht. 

369. The formation ended, the instructor will 
face the company to its proper front. 

370. When a battalion in line has to execute 
either of the formations above described, the 
colonel will cause it to break to the rear by the 
right or left of companies, and will then give the 
commands just prescribed for the instructor. 
Each company will execute the movement as if 
acting singly. 

Formation of a company from two ranks into f our y 
and redprocaUy, at a halt, and in march, 

371. The company being formed in two ranks, 
ii a halt, and supposed to form part of a column 
right in front, when the instructor shall wish ts 
form it into four ranks, he will command : 

L In four ranks, form company, 2. Company 
l^ — Fagb. 3. March (or double quick — March). 

372. At Uie second command, the left guide will 
remain faced to theiron^ the company will face to 
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the left : the rear rank will gain the distance of one 
pace from the front rank b j a side step to the left 
and rear, and the men will form into four ranks as 
prescribed in the school of the soldier. 

373. At the command march, the first file of font 
men will refiskce to the front without undoubling. 
All the other files of foar will step off» and closing 
successively to about five inches of the precising 
file, will halt, and immediately face to the fron^ 
the men remaining doubled. 

374. The file closers will take their new places 
in line of battle, at two paces in rear of the fourth 
rank. 

375. The captain will superintend the move- 
ment. 

376. The company being in four ranks, when 
the instructor shall wish to form it into two ranks, 
he will command : 

1. Li two ranks, form company, 2. Company 
right — Face. 3. IiIarch (or doiible quick — March). 

377. At the second command the left guide will 
stand fast, the company will face to the right. 

378. At the command march, the rifflrt guide 
will step off and march in the prolongation of the 
^nt rank. The leading file of four men will step 
off at the same time, the other files standing fast ; 
the second file will step off when there shall be 
between it and the first space sufficient to form 
into two ranks. The following files will execnte 
successively wha^ has been prescribed for the 
second. As soon as the last file shall have its dis- 
tance, the instmotor will command: 
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1. Company, 2. Halt. 3. Front. 

379.^ At the oommahd front, the company idll , 
Ikce to the front, and the nles will undouhle. 

380. The company being formed in two ranks, 
ind marohing to the front, when the instructor 
thM wish to form it into foar ranks, he will com* 
mand: 

1. In four ranks, form company, 2, By the left, 
double JUes, 3. March (or double quick — March.) 

381. At the command march, the left guide and 
the left file of the company will continue to march 
straight to the front : the company will make a 
half face to the left, the odd numbers placing 
themselves behind the even numbers. The even 
numbers of the rear rank will ^orten their steps 
a little, to permit the odd numbers of the front 
rank to get between them and the even numbers 
of that rank. The tiles thus formed of fours, ex- 
cept the left file, will continue to march obliquely, 
lengthening their steps slightly, so as to keep con- 
stantly abreast of the guide ; each file will close 
successively on the file next on its left, and when 
at the proper distance from that file, will face to 
the front by a half face to the right, and take the 
touch of elbows to the left. 

382. The company bein^ in march to the front 
in four ranks, when the instructor shall wish to 
form it into two ranks, he will command : 

roL. I. — 15 
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L hi two ranks, form company, 2. By ike righi^ 
undoubU JiUs. ^. Maecs (or doubh quiA-^ 
March). 

383. At the command mareh^ the left guide and 
the left file of the company will continae to mank 
etraight to the front ; the company will make a 
half face to the ri^ht and march obliquely, length* 
ening the step a little, in order to keep, as near as 
possible, abreast of the guide. As soon as the 
second file from the left shall have gained to the 
right the interval necessary for the left file to form 
into two ranks, the second file will face to the front 
by a half face to the left and march straight for- 
ward ; the left file will immediately form into two 
ranks, and take the touch of elbows to the left^ 
Each file will execute successively, what has Just 
been prescribed for the file next to the left, and 
each file will form into two ranks when the file 
next on its right has obliqued the required distance 
and faced to the front. 

384. If the company be supposed to make part 
of a column, left m front, these different move- 
ments will be executed according to the same 

Srinciples and by inverse means, substituting the 
idication Ufi for right. 
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INSTRUCTION FCR SKIRMISHERS. 
OcMrdl principlea and dimsian of the insirueHon* 

1. The movements of skirmishers should be soN 
jeoted to sueh rules as will give to the ooramandet 
the m^kDS of moving them in any direction with 
the greatest promptitude. 

2. It is not expected that these movements should 
be executed witn the same precision as in closed 
ranks, nor is it desirable, as such exactness would 
materially interfere with their prompt execution. 

3. When skirmishers are thrown out to clear 
the way for, and to protect the a4vance of, the 
main corps, their movements should be so regu- 
lated by this corps, as to keep it constantly 
covered. 

4. £very body of skirmishers should have a re- 
serve, the strength and composition of which will 
vary according to circumstances* 

5. If the body thrown out be within sustaining 
distance of the main corps, a very small reserve 
will be sufficient for each company, whose duty it 
fhall be to fill vacant places, furnish the line with 
cartridges, relieve the fatigued, and serve as a ral- 
lying point for the skirmishers. 

6. If the main corps be at a considerable dis- 
tance, besides the company reserves, another 
reserve will be required, composed of entire compa* 
nies, which will be employed to sustain and rein"* 
force such parts of the fine as may be warmly 

(171) 
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Attacked ; this reserve should be strong enough to 
relieve at least half the companies deployed aa 
ikirmiaheau 

7. The reserves should be placed behind the 
centre of the line of skirmishers, the company 
reserves at one hundred and fifty, and the princi- 
pal reserve at four hundred paces. This rale, 
nowever, is not invariable. The reserves, while 
holding themselves within sustaining distance of 
the line, should be, as much as possible, in posi- 
tion to afford each other mutual protection, and 
must carefully profit by any accidente of the ground 
to conceal themselves from the view of the enemy, 
and to shelter themselves from his fire. 
. 8. The movements of skirmishers will be exe- 
cuted in quick* ^r double quick time. The run 
will be resorted to only in cases of urgent neoes- 
sitv. 

9. Skirmishers will be permitted to carry their 
pieces in the manner most convenient to them. 

10. The movements will be habitually indicated 
by the sounds of the bu^le. 

11. The officers, and, if necessary, the non-com- 
missioned officers, will repeat^ and cause the com- 
mands to be executed, as soon as they are given ; 
but to avoid mistakes, when the signals are em- 
ployed, they will wait until t^e last bogle note is 
sounded before commencing the movement 

12. When skirmishers are ordered to move ra- 
pidly, the officers and non-commissioned officers 
will see that the men economise their strength, 
keep cool, and profit by all the advantages which 
the ground may offer for cover. It is only by this 
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oontinuid watofafulnest on the part of all grades, 
that a line of fkirmnherf can attain gucoesa. 

13. This instruction will be dlTided into five 
articles, and rabdiyided as follows. 

Articls First. 

1. To deploy forward. 

2. To deploy by the flank. 

3. To extend intervals. 

4. To close intervals. 

5. To relieve skirmishers. 



Abticlb Second. 

1. To advance in line. 

2. To retreat in line. 

3. To change direction. 
4 To march by the flank. 



Article Third. 

1. To fire at a halt. 

2. To fire marching. 



Artioui FoOTiTn. 

1. The rally. 

2. To form oolomn to march in any direetiOB. 

3. The assembly. 

15* 
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AnvKLM Fifth. 



1. To deploy a battalion at skirmiihem. 

2. To rally the battalion deployed as skirmishers. 

14. In the first four articles, it is supposed that 
the moTements are executed by a company de* 
ployed as skirmishers, on a front equal to that of 
the battalion in order of battle. In the fifth arti- 
cle, it is supposed that each company of the bat- 
talion, being deployed as skirmishers, occupies a 
front of one hundred paces. From these two ex- 
amples, rules may be deduced for all cases, what- 
ever may be the numerical strength of the skir- 
mishers, and the extent of ground they ought to 
occupy. 

Article First. 

Deployments. 

15. A company may be deployed as skirmish- 
ers in two ways : forward, and by the flank. 

16. The deployment forward will be adopted 
when the company is behind the line on which il 
ia to be established as skirmishers : it will be de- 
ployed by the flank, when it finds itself already 
on that line. 

17. Whenever a compauT is to be deployed as 
skirmishers, it will be aivided into two platoons* 
and each platoon will be subdivided into two see- 
tioas ; the comrades in battle, formioff groups of 
four meUf will be careful to know and to sustain 
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each otber. The captain will assure himself that 
the files iD the centre of each platoon and section 
are designated. 

18. A company may be deployed as skirmishers 
on its right, left, or centre file, or on any other 
named file whatsoever. In this manner, skirmish- 
ers may be thrown forward with the greatest pos- 
sible rapidity on any ground they may be required 
to occupy. 

19. A ch^n of skirmishers ought generally to 
preserve their alignment, but no advantages which 
the ground may present should be sacrificed to 
attain this regularity. 

20. The interval between skirmishers depends 
on the extent of ground to be covered ; but in 
general, it is not proper that the groups of four 
men should be removed more than forty paces 
from each other. The habitual distance between 
men of the same group in open grounds will be 
five paces ; in no case will they lose sight of each 
other. 

21. The front to be occupied to cover a battalion 
comprehends its front and the half of each interval 
which separates it from the battalion on its right 
and iQft. If a line, whose wings are not sup- 
ported, should be covered by skirmishers, it will 
be necessary either to protect the flanks with skir- 
mishers, or to extend them in front of the line so 
liar beyond the wings as efi^tually to oppose any 
attempt which might be made by the enemy^ 
skirmisherB to disturb the flanks. 
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Tb deploy forward. 



22. A companj being at a halt or in march, 
when the captain shall wish to deploy it forward 
on the left file of the first platoon, holding th« 
•eoond platoon in reserve, he will command : 

1. First platoon — as skirmishers, 

2. On the left file — take intervals, 

3. Makch (or double quick — March.) 

23. At the first command, the second and thii J 
lieutenants will place themselves rapidly two 
paces behind the centres of the right and left seo- 
tions of the first platoon ; the fifth serseant will 
move one pace in front of the centre of the first 
platoon, and will place himself between the two 
sections in the front rank as soon as the movement 
begins ; the fourth sergeant will place himself on 
the left of the front rank of the same platoon, as 
soon as he can pass. The captain will indicate to 
this sergeant the point on which he wishes him to 
direct his march. The first lieutenant, placing 
himself before the centre of the second platoon, 
will command : 

Second platoon backward — Mabch. 

24. At this command, the second platoon will 
step three pMes to the rear, so as to unmask the 
flank of the first platoon. It will then be halted 
by its chief, and the second sergeant will place 
himself on the lefb, and the third sergeant on the 
right flank of this platoon. 
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25. At the command march, the left group of 
four men, conducted bj the fourth sergeant, will 
direct itself on the point indicated ; all the other 
groups of fours throwing forward briskly the left 
Bhoulder, will move diagonally to the front in 
double quick time, so as to gain to the ri^ht the 
•pace of twenty paces, which shall be the distance 
between each group and that immediately on its 
left. When the second group from the left shall 
arrive on a line with, and twenty paces from the 
first, it will march straight to the front, conform- 
ing to the gait and direction of the first, keeping 
constantly on the same alignment and at twenty 
paces from it. The third group, and all the others, 
will conform to what has just been prescribed for 
the second; they will arrive successively on the 
line. The right guide will arrive with the last 
group. 

26. The left guide having reached the point 
where the left of the line should rest, the cap- 
tain will command the skirmishers to halt; the 
men composing each sroup of fours will then im- 
mediately deploy at five paces from each other, 
and to the right and left of the front rank man of 
the even file in each group, the rear rank men 
placing themselves on the left of their file leaders. 
If any croups be not in line at the command haliy 
they will move up rapidly, conforming to what has 
just been prescribed. 

27. If, during the deployment, the line should 
be fired upon bv the enemy, the captain may cause 
the groups of fours to deploy, as they gain their 
proper distances. 

28. The line being formed, the non-commis 

II 
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noBdd offieen on tbe right, left and centre of the 
platoon will place themselves ten paces in rear of 
the line, and opposite the positions they respeo* 
iUely occupied. The chiefs of sections will promptiy 
rectify any irregularities, and then place themseWet 
twenty-five or thirty paces in rear of the centre of 
their sections, each having with him four mea 
taken from the reserve, and also a bugler, who 
wiy repeat, if necessary, the signals sounded, by 
the captain. 

29. Skirmishers should be particularly inetpooted 
to take advantage of any cover which the ground 
may offer, and should lie flat on the ground when- 
ever such a movement is necessary to protect them 
from the fire of the enemy. Ilegularity in the 
alignment should yield to this important advan* 
tage. 

30. When the movement begins, the first lien- 
tenant will face the second platoon dbotU^ and 
march it promptly, and by the shortest line, to 
about one hundred and fifty paces in rear of the 
centre of the line. He will hold it always at thia 
distance, unless ordered to the contrary. 

31. The r«serve will conform itself to all th« 
movements of the line. ThU rule is general, 

32. Li^ht troops will carry their bayonets h^ 
bitually m the scabbard, and this rule applies 
equally to the skirmishers and the reserve ; when- 
ever bayonets are required to be fixed, a particular 
signal will be given. The captain will give • 
general superintendence to the whole deployment^ 
and then promptly place himself about eighty 
paces in re^ ot the centre of the line. Ho wiU 
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have with him a hagler and four men taken from 

the reserve. 

33. The deployment may he made on the right 
or the centre of the platoon, hy the same com- 
mands, substituting the indication rtghi or ceiUre^ 
for that of 2e/i( file. 

34. The deployment on the right or the centre 
will be made according to the principles pre- 
scribed above : in this latter case, the centre of 
the platoon will be marked by the right group of 
fours in the second section ; the fifth sergeant will 
place himself on the right of this group, and 
•erve as the guide of the platoon during the de- 
ployment 

35. In whatever manner the deployment be 
made, on the right, left, or centre, the men in each 
^oup of fours will always deploy at ^ve paces 
from each other, and upon the front rank man of 
the even numbered file. The deployments will 
habitually be made at twenty paces interval; but 
if a greater interval be required, it wiU be indi- 
cated in the command. 

36. If a company be thrown out as skirmishers, 
80 near the main body as to render a reserve un- 
necessary, the entire company will be extended in 
the same manner, and according to the same prin- 
ciples, as for the deployment of a platoon. In this 
oase^ the third lieqtenant will command the fourth 
section, and a non commissioned officer designated 
for that purpose, the second section ; the fifth ser- 
geant will act as centre guide ; the file closers will 
place themselves ten paces in rear of the line, and 
spposite their places in line of battle. The first 
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and sMond Hentenant will each hare a bugler 
near him. 

/i-- To deploy by the flank. 

37. The <$ompai) J being at a halt, when the cap' 
tain shall wish to deploy it by the flank, holding 
the first platoon in reserve, he will command : 

1. Second jdaioon — aa skirmishers, 2. By the right 
flank — take intervals. 3. Makch (or double 
quick — MitRCH). 

38. At the first command, the first and third 
lieutenants will place themselves, respectively, two 
paces behind the centres of the first and second 
sections of the second platoon ; the fifth sergeant 
will place himself one pace in front of the centre 
of the second platoon ; the third sergeant, as soon 
as he can pass, will place himself on the right of 
the front rank of the same platoon. The captain 
will indicate to him the point on which he wishes 
him to direct his march. The chief of the first 
platoon will execute what has been prescribed for 
the chief of the second platoon, Nos. 23 and 24. 
The fourth sergeant will place himself on the left 
flank of the reserve, the first sergeant will remain 
on the right flank. 

39. At the second command, the first and third 
lieutenants will place themselves- two paces behind 
the left group or their respective sections. 

40. At the command marc\ the second platoon 
will face to the right, and commence the move- 
ment ; the left group of fours will stand fast, but 
will deploy as soon as there is room on its right. 
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eonforming to what has been presoribed No. 26 ; 
the third sergeant will place himself on the left of 
the right group, to conduct it ; the second group will 
halt at twenty paces from the one on its left, the 
third group at twenty paces from the second, and 
so on to the right. As the groups halt, they will 
face to the enemy, and deploy as has been ei* 
plained for the left group. 

41. The chiefs of sections will pay particular 
attention to the successive deployments of the 
groups, keeping near the group about to halt, so 
as to rectify any errors which may be committed. 
When the deployment is completed, they will 
place themselves thirty paces in rear of the centre 
of their sections, as has been heretofore prescribed. 
The non-commissioned officers will also place 
themselves as previously indicated. 

42. As soon as the movement commences, the 
chief of the first platoon, causing it to face about, 
will move it as indicated No. 30. 

43. The deployment may be made by the left 
flank according to the same principles, substituting 
left flank for right flnnk. • 

44. If the captain should wish to deploy the 
company upon the centre of one of the platoons, 
he will command : 

1. Second platoon — as akirmishers, 2. By the right 
and left flanks — fcike intervals, 3. March (or 
double quick — ^March). 

45. At the first command, the officers and non- 
commissioned officers will conform tr what hat 
been prescribed No. 38. ' 
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46. At tbe Beoond oonimaBd, tbe first lieatenant 
wiH place himself behind the left group of the right 
seetioD of the second platoon, the third lieutenaoi 
behind the right group of the left section of the 
same platoon. 

47. At the command marcA, the right section 
will face to the right, the left section will face to 
the left, the group on the right of this latter seo 
tion will stand fiMt. The two sections will move 
off in opposite directions : the third sergeant will 
place himself on the left of the right file to conduct 
It, the second sergeant on the right of the lefl file. 
The two groups nearest that which stands fast, 
will each halt at twenty paces from this group, 
and each of the other groups will halt at twenty 
paces from the group which is in rear of it. Eacn 
group will deploy as heretofore prescribed No. 40. 

48. The first and third lieutenants will direct 
the movement, holding themselves always abreast 
of the eroup which is about to halt. 

49. The captain can cause the deployment to be 
made on any named group whatsoever; in this 
case, the fifth sergeant will place himself before 
the group indicated, and the deployment will be 
made according to the principles heretofore pro* 
flcribed. 

50. The entire company may be also deployed, 
according to the same principles. 

To extend iniervah. 

51. This movement, which is employed to extend 
a line of skirmishers, will be executed aocordkig 
to the principles prescribed for deployments. 
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52. If it be supposed that the line of skurmieherff 
18 at a halt, and that the captain wishes to extend 
it to the left, he will command: 

1. Bif the left flank (eo many paces) extend inter- 
tola. 2. IkUrch (or double ^icj(^— March). 

53. At the command march, the gronp on the 
right will stand fast, all the other groups will face 
to the lefl, and each group will extend its interval 
to the prescribed distance by the means indicated 
No. 40. 

54. The men of the same group will continue to 
preserve between each other the distance of five 
paces, unless the nature of the gfound should 
render it necessary that they should close nearer, 
in order to keep in sight of each other. The inter- 
vals refer to the spaces between the groups, and 
not to the distances between the men in each 
group. The intervals will be taken from the right 
or left man of the neighboring group. 

55. If the line of skirmishers be marching to 
the front, and the captain should wish to extend i« 
to the right, he will command : 

h On the left group (so many parses) extend inter' 
pals. 2. March (or double quick — ^March). 

56. The left group, conducted by the guide, will 
continue to march on the point of direction ; the 
other groups throwing forward the left shoulder, 
and taking the double quick step, will open their 
intervals to the prescribed distance^ by the meant 



d by Google 



184 iNsntvcnoN los skirxishxiis* 

indieated No. 25, conforming also to what b pre- 
scribed No. 54. 

57. Intenrals may be extended on tbe centre of 
the line, according to tbe same principles. 

58. If in extending intervals, it be intended that 
one company or platoon should occupy a line which 
had been previously occupied by two, the men of 
the company or platoon wnich is to retire, will fall 
successively to the rear as they are relieved by the 
extension of the intervals. 

lb close mtervala, 

59. This movement, like that of opening inter- 
vals, will be executed according to the principles 
prescribed for the deployments. 

60. If the line of skirmishers be halted, and the 
captain should wish to close intervals to the left, 
he will command : 

I. By the left flank {so many paces) close intervals, 
2. March (or double quick — March). 

61. At the command march, the left group will 
stand fast, the other groups will face to the left 
and close to the prescribed distance, each group 
facing to the enemy as it attains its proper dis- 
tance. 

62. If the line be marching to the front, the 
eaptain will command : 

1. On the left group (so many pcuxs) close intervals. 
2. MARCH (or double quick — March). 
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63. The left group, condnetod by the guide, will 
continue to move on in the direction previously 
indicated ; the other groups, advancing the right 
shoulder, will close t^ the left, until the intervals 
are reduced to the prescribed distance. 

64. Intervals may be closed on the right, or on 
the centre, according to the same principles. 

65. When intervals are to be closed up, in order 
to reinforce a line of skirmishers, so as to cause 
two companies to cover the ground which had 
been previously occupied b^ one, the new company 
will deploy so as to nnish its movement at twenty 
paces in rear of the line it is to occupy, and the men 
will successively move upon that line, as they shall 
be unmasked by the men of the old company. The 
reserves of the two companies will unite behind 
the centre of the line. 

To relieve a company deployed as skirmisTiers, 

66. When a company of skirmishers is to be 
relieved, the captain will be advised of the inten- 
tion, which he will immediately communicate to 
his first and second lieutenants. 

67. The new company will execute its deploy- 
ment forward, so as to finish the movement at about 
twenty paces in rear of the line. 

68. Arrived at this distance, the men of the new 
company, by command of their captain, will ad- 
vance rapidly a few paces beyond the old line and 
halt ; the new line beinjg established, the old com- 
pany will assemble on its reserve, taking care not 
to get into groups of fours until they are beyond 
the fire of the enemy. 
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09. If ^0 skinniriiert to be relieyed are mardi- 
ing in retreat, the company thrown out to reliete 
them will deploy by the flank, as preecribed No. 
8S and following. The old skirmishere will con- 
tinue to retire with order, and haying passed ths 
tttw line,they will form npon the reserve. 



Aeticu Sbgoni). 

Tb advance. 

To advance in line, and to retreat in lime, 

70. When a platoon or a company deployed as 
skirmishers is marching by the front, the guide 
will be habitually in the centre. No particular 
indication to this effect need be given in the eom* 
mands, but if on the contrary it be intended thai 
the directing guide should be on the right, orlefi 
the command guide rights or guide lefi, will be 
given immediately after that of forward. 

71. The captain, wishing the line of skirmisher! 
to advance, will command : 

1. Forufard. 2. March (or doubU guick^ 
March.) 

72. This command will be repeated with tin 
greatest rapidity by the chiefs of sections, and in 
ease of need, by the sergeants. This rale In ge»» 
ral, whether the skirmishers march by the front oi 
by the flank. 
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79, At ^e first coranand, three tergeaots will 
more l^kkly od the line, the first on the right, the 
•eoond on the lef^ and the third in the centre. 

74. At the command marohf the line will move 
to the firont, the gaide charged with the direction 
will move on the point indicated to him, the skip* 
mishers will hold themselves aligned on this guide, 
and preserve their intervals towards him. 

75. The chiefs of sections will march imme- 
diately hehind their sections, so as to direct their 
movements. 

76. The captain will give a general superintend- 
ence to the movement. 

77. When he shall wish to halt the skirmishers, 
he will command : 

Halt. 

78. At this command, hriskl^ repeated, the line 
will halt. The chiefs of sections will promptly 
rectify any irregularity in the alignment and in- 
tervals, and after taking every possible advantage 
which the ground may offer for protecting the men, 
they, vrith the three sergeants m the line, will re- 
tire to their proper places in rear. 

79. The captain, wishing to march the skir 
mishers in retreat, will command : 

1. ^ rdreoL 2. Makch (or double quick^ 
March). 

80. At the first command, the three sergeantb 
win move on the line as prescribed No. 73. 

81. At the command march^ the skirmishers wiU 
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face about indiTidQallj, mnd mareli to the r^r, 
oonforming to the principles prescribed No. 74. 

82. The oficers and sergeants will use everj 
exertion to preserve order. 

S3. To halt the skirmishers, marching in re- 
treat, the captain will command : 

Halt. 

84. At this command, the skirmishers will halt, 
and immediately face to the front. 

85; The chiera of sections and the three guided 
will each conform himself to what is prescribed 
No. 78. 

lb change direction, 

86. If the commander of a line of skirmishers 
shall wish to cause it to change direction to the 
right, he will command : 

1. Eiffht wheel. 2. March (or double quick — 
March). 

87. At the command marchf the ri^ht guide will 
mark time in his place ; the left guide will more 
in a circle to the right, and that he may properly 
regulate his movements, will occasionally cast his 
eves to the right, so as to observe the direction of 
the line, and the nature of the ground to be passed 
over. The centre guide will also march in a circle 
to the right, and in order to conform his move- 
ments to the general direction, will take care that 
his steps are only half the length of the steps of 
the guide on the left. 
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8& The tkinnitbeTs will regBltta Um length of 
their steps by their distance from the marohinc 
flank, being less as they approach the pivot, ana 
greater as they are remoyea from it; they will 
often look to the marching flank, so as to preserve 
the direction and their intervals. 

89. When the commander of the line shall wish 
to resume the direct march, he will command : 

1. Forward. 2. March. 

90. At the command march, the line will cease 
to wheel, and the skirmishers will move direct to 
the front ; the centre guide will march on the point 
which will be indicated to him. 

91. If the captain should wish to halt the line, 
in place of moving it to the front, he will com- 
mand : 

Halt. 

92. At this command, the line will halt. 

93. A change of direction to the left will be 
made according to the same principles, and by 
inverse means. 

94. A line of skirmishers marching in retreat, 
will change direction by the same means, and by 
the same commands, as a line marching in ad 
vanoe ; for example, if the captain should wish to 
refuse his left, now become the right, he will com* 
mand: 1. Left wheel, 2. March. At the com- 
mand halt, the skirmishers will face to the enemy. 

95. But if^ instead of halting the line, the cap 
tain should wish to continue to march it in retreut^ 
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1m will, wImd h0 jvdget tii« Ium has whtfeled inif' 
fioiently, oommaod : 

1. In retreat. 
2. Mabch. 

To march by the flank, 

96. The captain, wishing the skirmishers to 
march by the right flank, will command : 

1. By the right flank. 
2. March {or double quick — ^March). 

97. At the first command, the three sergeants 
will place themselves on the line. 

98. At the command march^ the skirmishers 
will face to the right and move off; the right guide 
will place himself by the side of the leading man 
on tne right to conduct him, and will march on 
the point indicated; each skirmisher will take 
oare to follow exactly in the direction of the one 
immediately preceding him, and to preserre his 
distance. 

99. The skirmishers may be marched by ths 
left flank, according to the same principles, and 
by the same commands, substituting left tor right; 
the left guide will place himself by the side of ibs 
leading man to conduct him. 

100. If the skirmishers be marching by the 
flank, and the captain should wish to halt then, 
he will command : 

Halt 
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101. At this oomiBftnd, the skirmishers -wxU 
halt and face to the enemy. The officers and ser- 
geants will conform to wnat has been prescribed 
No. 78. 

102. The reserve tbonld exeeote all the moTt* 
ments of the line, and be held always abont one 
hundred and fifW paoee from it, so as to be in 
position to second its operations. 

103. When the chief of the reeerre shall wish 
to march it in advance, he will command: 1. Plch 
toon forward. 2. Ouide Ifft. 3. March. If he 
sboold wish to march it in retreat, he will com* 
mand : 1. In retreat, 2. Maboh. 3. Guide right 
At the command haU, it will re-face to the enemy. 

104. The men should be made to understand 
that the signals or commands, such as forward^ 
mean that the skirmishers shall march on the 
enemy ; in retrecU, that tliey shall retire, and to 
the right cr ^ft flanks that the men must face to 
the right or left, whatever may be their portion. 

105. If the skirmishers be marching by tht 
flank, and the captain should wish to change di- 
rection to the right (or left), he will command: 
1. By jOe right (or left). 2. March. These 
movements will also be executed by the signals 
Noe. 14 and 15. 

Articlb Third. 

Thejiring9. 

100. Skirmishers will fire either at a hall ot 
■Tohing. 
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Tojire ai a haU. 

107. To cause this fire to be executed, the esp* 
taJn will command: 

Commence — Firing. 

108. At this command, briskly repeated, the 
men of the front rank will commence firing ; thoT 
will reload rapidly, and bold themseWes in readi- 
nees to fire again. Daring this time the men of 
the rear rank will come to a ready, and as soon as 
their respective file leaders have loaded, they will 
also fire and reload. The men of each file will 
thus continue the firing, conforming ta this prin- 
dple, that the one or the other sbaU always nave 
his piece loaded. 

109. U^ht troops should be always calm, so ai 
to aim with accuracy; they should, moreoyer, 
endeavor to estimate correctly the distances be- 
tween themselves and the enemy to be hit, and 
thus be enabled to deliver their fire with the 
greater certainty of success. 

110. Skirmishers will not remain in the same 
place whilst reloading, unless protected by aoci* 
dants in the ground. 

Tbfire marching, 

111. This fire will be executed by the same 
commands as the fire at a halt. 

112. At the command commence Jhing, if the 
line be advancing, the front rank man q( < 
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file will halt, fire, and reload before throwing 
himself forward. The rear rank man of the same 
file will continue to march, and after passing ten 
or twelve paces beyond his front rant man, will 
halt, come to a ready, select his object, and fire 
when his front rank man has loaded ; the fire will 
thus continue to be executed by each file; the 
fikirmishers will keep united, and endeavor, as 
much as possible, to preserve the general direction 
of the alignment. 

113. If the line be marching in retreat, at the 
command commence firing y the front rank man of 
every file will halt, face to the enemy, fire, and 
then re-load whilst moving to the rear ; the rear 
rank man of the same file will continue to march, 
and halt ten or twelve paces beyond his front rank 
man, face about, come to a ready, and fire, when 
his front rank man has passed him in retreat and 
loaded ; after which, he will move to the rear and 
reload ; the front rank man in his turn, after 
marching briskly to the rear, will halt at ten or 
twelve paces from the rear rank, face to the enemy, 
load his piece and fire, confonning to what has just 
been prescribed ; the firing will thus be continued. 

114. If the company be marching by the right 
flank, at the command, commence firing, the front 
rank man of every file will face to the enemy, step 
one pace forward, halt, and fire ; the rear ranc 
man will continue to move forward. As soon as 
the front rank man has fired, he will place himself 
briskly behind his rear rank man and reload whilst 
marching. When he has loaded^ the rear rank 
man will, in his turn, step one pace forward, balt» 
and fire, and returning to the ranks, willi place 
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himself behind his front rank man ; the latter, hi 
his turn, will act in the >ame manner, observing 
the same principles. At the command, cease 
firing^ the men or the rear rank will retake their 
oripnal pdsitions, if not already there. 

115. It the company be marching bj the left 
flank, the fire will be executed accordine to the 
same principles, but in this case, it will be the 
fear rank men who will fire first. 

116. The following rules will be observed in the 
eases to which they apply. 

117. If the line be firing at a halt, or whilst 
marching b^ the flank, at the command, Forward 
— March, it will be the men whose pieces are 
loaded, without regard to the particular rank to 
which they belong, who will move to the front. 
Those men whose pieces have been discharged, 
will remain in their places to load them before 
moving forward, and the firing will be continued 
agreeably to the principles prescribed No. 112. 

118. If the line be firing either at a halt, ad- 
vancing, or whilst marching by the flank, at the 
command. In retreat — Mabch, the men whoee 
pieces are loaded will remain faced to the enemy, 
and will fire in this position; the men whoee 
pieces are discharged will retreat loading them, 
and the fire will be continued agreeably to the 
principles prescribed No. 113. 

119. If the line of skirmishers be firing either 
at a halt, advancing, or in retreat, at the command. 
By the right (or left) Jlank — March, the men whose 
pieces are loaded will step one pace out of the 
general alignment, face to the enemy, and fire in 
^his position ; the men whose pieoeii are unloaided 
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will face to the right (or left) and maroh in the 
direetion indicated. The men who stepped ont 
of the ranks will place themselves, immediately 
after firing, upon the general direction, and in 
rear of their front or rear rank men, as the case 
may be. The fire will be continued according to 
the princifjles prescribed No. 114. 

1^. Skirmishers will be habituated to load 
their pieces whilst marohin^^; but they will be 
enjoined to halt always an instant, when in the 
act of charging cartridge, and priming. 

121. They should be practised to fire and load 
kneeling, lying down, and sitting, and much 
liberty should be allowed in these exercises, in 
order that they may be executed in the manner 
found to be most conyenient. Skirmishers should 
be cautioned not to forget that, in whatever posi- 
tion they may load, it is important that the piece 
should be placed upright before ramming, in order 
that the entire charge of powder may reach the 
bottom of the bore. 

122. In commencing the fire, the men of the 
same rank should not all fire at once, and the men 
»f the same file should be particular that obe or 
Ihe other of them be always loaded. 

123. In retreating, the officer commanding the 
skirmishers should seize on every advantage which 
Che ground may present, for arresting the enemy 
as long as possible. 

124. At the signal to cease firing, the captain 
will see that the order is promptly obeyed ; but the 
nen who may not be loaaed, will load. If the line 
be marching, it will continue the movement ; but 
Ihe man of each file who happens to be in front, 
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will wait until the man in rear sball be abreast 
with him. 

> 125. If a line of skirmishers be firing advancing, . 
at the command halt, the line will re-form upon 
the skirmishers who are in front ; when the Une 
is retreating, upon the skirmishers who are in 
. rear. 

126. Officers should watch with the greatest 
possible vigilance over a line of skirmishers ; in 
tattle, they should neither carry a rifle or fowling 
piece. In all the firings, they, as well as the ser- 
geants, should see that order and silence are pre- 
served, and that the skirmishers do not wander 
imprudently ; they should especially caution them 
to be calm and collected ; not to fire until they dis- 
tinctly perceive the objects at which they aim, and 
are sure that those objects are within proper range. 
Skirmishers should take advantage promptlv, and 
with intelligence, of all shelter, and of all acci- 
dents of the ground, to conceal themselves from 
the view of the enemy, and to protect themselves 
from his fire. It may often happen, that intervals 
are momentarily lost when several men near each 
other find a common shelter ; but when they quit 
this position, they should immediately resume 
their intervals and their places in line, so that 
they may not, by crowdmg, needlessly expoM 
themselves to tiie fire of the enemy. 
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Article Fousth* 

thi rally. 
To form column. 

127. A oompanj deployed as Bkinnishers, is 
rallied in order to oppose the enemy with better 
success ; the rallies are made at a run, and with 
b^nets, fixed ; when ordered to rally, the skip- 
niishers fix bayonets without command. 

128. There are several ways of rallying, which 
the chief of the line will adopt according to cir- 
cumstances. 

129. If the line, marching or at a halt, be 
merely disturbed by scattered hprsemen, it will 
not be necessary to fall back on the reserve, but 
the captain will cause bayonets to be fixed. If 
the horsemen should, however, advance to charge 
the skirmishers, the captain will command, raUi/ 
by fours. The line will halt if marching, and the 
four men of each group will execute this rally in 
the following manner : the front rank man of the 
even numbered file will take the position of guard 
against cavalry ; the rear rank man of the odd 
numbered file will also take the position of guard 
ugainst cavalry, turning his back to him, his right 
foot thirteen inches from the right foot of the 
former, and parallel to it ; the front rank man of 
the odd file, and the rear rank man of the even 
file, will also place themselves back to back, taking 
a like position, and between the two men already 
established, facing to the right and left; the right 
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feet of tbe four men will be brought together, 
fbrming a square, and serving for mutual support. 
The ifour men in each group will come to a ready, 
fire as occasion may ofier, and load without moving 
their feet 

130. The captain and chiefs of sections will 
each cause the four men who constitute his guard 
to form square, the men separating so as to enable 
him and the bugler to place themselves in the 
centre. The three sergeants will each promptly 
place himself in the group *hearest him in the line 
of skirmishers. 

131. Whenever the captain shall judge these 
squares too weak, but should wish to hold his po- 
sition by strengthening his line, he will command: 

BaUy by sectiona. 

132. At this command, the chiefs of sections 
will move rapidly on the centre g^roup of their 
respective sections, or on any other interior group 
whose position might offer a shelter, or other par- 
ticular advantage; the skirmishers will collect 
rapidly at a run on this group, and without dis- 
tinction of numbers. The men composing the 
group on which the formation is made, will imme- 
diately form square, as heretofore explained, and 
elevate their pieces, .the bayonets uppermost, 
in order to indicate the point on which the rall^ is 
to be made. The other skirmishers, as they arrive, 
will occupy and fill the open angular spaces be- 
tween these four men, and successively rally around 
this first nucleus, and in such manner as to form 
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rapidly a oompact circle. The skirmishers will 
take as they arrive, the position of charge bayonet, 
the point of the bayonet more elevated, and 'will 
cock their pieces in this position. The movement 
concluded, the two exterior ranks will fire as occa* 
sion may offer, and load without moving their feet. 

133. The captain will move rapidly with hif 
guard, wherever he may judge his presence most 
necessary. 

134. The officers and sergeants will be particu- 
lar to observe that the rally is made in silence, 
and with promptitude and order; that some pieces 
in each of their subdivisions be at all times loaded, 
and that the fire is directed on those points only 
where it will be most effective. 

135. If the reserve should be threatened, it will 
form into a circle around its chief. 

136. If the captain, or commander of a line of 
skirmishers formed of many platoons, should 
judge that the rally by section does not offer suffi- 
cient resistance, he will cause the rally by platoons 
to be executed, and for this purpose, will com- 
mand: 

BaUt/ by platoons. 

137. This movement will be executed according 
to the same principles, and by the same means, as 
the rally by sections. The chiefs of platoon will 
conform to what has been prescribed for the chiefs 
of section. 

138. The captain wishing to rally the skir- 
jnishers on the reservei will command : 
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RdUy on (he reserve. 

139. At this command, the captain will moTe 
briskly on the reserve ; the ofBcer who commands 
it will take immediate steps to form square ; for 
this purpose, he will cause the half sections on the 
flanks to be thrown perpendicularly to the rear ; 
he will order the men to come to a ready. 

140. The skirmishers of each section, taking 
the run, will form rapidly into groups, and npoa 
that man of each group who is nearest the centre 
of the section. These groups will direct themselves 
diagonally towards each other, and in such manner 
as to form into sections with the greatest possible 
rapidity while moving to the rear; the officers and 
sergeants will see that this formation is made in 
|>roper order, and the chiefs will direct their sec- 
tions upon the reserve, taking care to unmask it 
to the right and left As the skirmishers arrive, 
they will continue and complete the formation 
of the square beeun by the reserve, closing in 
rapidly upon the latter, without regard to tneir 
places in line ; they will come to a ready without 
command, and fire upon the enemy ; which will 
also be done by the reserve as soon as it is un- 
masked by the skirmishers. 

141. If a section should be closely pressed by 
cavalry while retreating, its chief will command 
halt; {it this command, the men will form rapidly 
into a compact circle around the officer, who will 
re-form his section and resume the march, the mo- 
ment he can do so with safety. 

142. The formation of the square in a prdmpt 
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and dikient manner, requires coolness and aoti- 
yity on the part of both officers and sei^eants. 

143. The captain will also profit by every mo- 
ment of respite wbiob the enemy's cavalry may 
leave him ; as soon as he can, he will endeavor to 
place himself beyond the reach of their charges, 
either by gaining a position where he may defend 
himself with advantage, or by returning to the 
corps to which he l^longs. For this purpose, 
beinff in square, he will cause the company to 
break into column by platoons at half distance ; 
to this effect, he will command : 

1. Form column. 2. March. 

144. At the command marchy each platoon will 
dress on its centre, and the platoon which was 
facing to the rear will face about without com- 
mand. The guides will place themselves on the 
right and left of their respective platoons, those 
of the second platoon will place themselves at 
half distance from those of the first, counting from 
the rear rank. These dispositions being made, the 
captain can move the column in whatever direc- 
tion he may judee proper. 

145. If he wishes to march it in retreat, he will 
command : 

1. In retreat. 2. March (or double quick — 
March). 

146. At the command march, the column will 
immediately face by the rear rank, and move off in 
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the opposite direction. As soon as the ookoin U 
in motion, the captain will command : 

3. Guide right {or l^). 

• 147. He will indicate the direction to the lead- 
ing guide ; the guides will march at their proper 
cUstances, and the men will keep aligned. 

148. If again threatened by cavturj, the cap* 
tain will command : 

1. Formsguare. 2. Mabch. 

149. At the command march, the column will 
halt ; the first platoon will face about briskly, and 
the outer half sections of each platoon will be 
thrown perpendicularly to the rear, so as to form 
the second and third fronts of the square. The 
officers and sergeants will promptly rectify any 
irregularities which may be committed. 

150. If he should wish to march the column in 
advance, the captain will command : 

1. Form column, 2. March. 

151. Which will be executed as prescribed No. 
144. 

152. The column being formed, the captain will 
command: 

1. Forward. 2. March (ordoubkauu^ — ^March). 
3. Guide left {oT rigM), 

153. At the second- coounand, the coloan will 
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iDoye forward, and at the third command, the men 
will take the touch of elbows to the side of the 
guide. 

154. If the captain should wish the column to 
gain ground to the right or left, he will do so bj 
rapid wheels to the side opposite the guide, and 
for this purpose, will change the guide whenever 
it may be necessary. 

155. If a company be in column by platoon, at 
half distance, right in front, the captain can de* 
ploy the first platoon as skirmishers by the means 
already explained ; but if it should be his wish to 
deploy the second platoon forward on the centre 
file, leaving the first platoon in reserve, he will 
command: 

1. Second platoon — gls skirmishers, 2. On the 
centre fiU — take iTUervcUs, 3. March (or double 
quick — March). 

156. At the first command, the chief of the first 
platoon will caution his platoon to stand fast; the 
chiefs of sections of the second platoon will place 
themselves before the centre of tneir sections ; the 
fifth sergeant will place himself one pace in front 
of the centre of the second platoon. 

157. At the second command, the chief of the 
right section, second platoon, will command : Seo* 
Hon right face; the cnief of the left section : Seo^ 
iion left face. 

158. At the command march, these sections will 
move off briskly in opposite directions, and having 
unmasked the first platoon, the chiefs of sections 
will respectively command: By the left flanks 
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Makch, and By the riffhi flAnh-^MAHcm ; uid m 
soon as these sections arrive on the alignment of 
the first platoon, they will command. As skir- 
mishers — ^March. The groups will then deploy 
according to prescribed principles, on the right 
group of the left section, which will be directed 
by the fifth sergeant on the point indicated. 

159. If the captain should wish the deployment 
made by the flank, the second platoon will be 
moved to the front b^ the means above stated, 
and halted after passing some steps beyond the 
alignment of the first platoon ; the deployment 
wiU then be made by the flank according to the 
principles prescribed. 

160. When one or more platoons are deployed 
as skirmishers, and the captain should wish to 
rally them on tiie battalion, he will command : 

EaUi/ on the battalion, 

161. At this command,. the skirmishers and Uie 
reserve, no matter what position the company to 
which they belong may occupy in order of battle^ 
will rapidly unmask the front of the battalion, 
directing themselves in a run towards its nearest 
flank, and then form in its rear. 

162. As soon as the skirmishers have passed 
beyond the line of file closers, the men will take 
the quick step, and the chief of each platoon or 
section will re-form his subdivision, and place it in 
oolumn behind the wing on which it is rallied, and 
at ten paces from the rank of file closers. These 
subdivisions will not be moved except by order of 
'^He commander of the battalioni who dm^, if he 
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thinks proper, throw them into line of battle at 
the extremities of the line, or in the interyids be- 
tween the battalions. 

163. If many platoons should be united behind 
the same wing of a battalion, or behind any shelter - 
whatsoever, they should be formed always into 
close column, or into column at half distance. 

164. When the battalion, covered by a company 
of skirmishers, shall be formed into square, the 
platoons and sections of the covering company 
will be directed by their chiefs to the rear of the 
square, which will be opened at the angles to re- 
ceive the skirmishers, whp will be then formed 
into close column by platoons in rear of the first 
front of the square. 

165. If circumstances should prevent the angles 
of the square from being openea, the skirmishers 
will throw themselves at the feet of the front rank 
men, the right knee on the ground, the butt of 
the piece resting on the thigh, the bavonet in 
a threatening position. A part may also place 
themselves about the angles, where they can 
render good service by defending the sectors 
without fire. 

166. If the battalion on which the skirmishers 
are rallied be in column read^ to form square, the 
skirmishers will be formed into close column by 
platoon, in rear of the centre of the third division, 
and at the command. Form square — March, they 
will move forward and close on the buglers. 

167. When skirmishers have been rallied by 
platoon or section behind the wings of a battalion, 
and it be wished to deploy them again to the 
front, they will be marched by the fiank towards 

TOL. I.— 18 
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the intervals on the winzs, and be then deployed 
§0 as to cover the front of the battalion.' 

168. When platoons or sections, placed in the 
interior of squares or columns, are to be deployed, 
they will be marched out by the flanks, and then 
thrown forward, as is prescribed, No. 157 ; as soon 
as they shall have unmasked the column or square, 
they will be deployed, the one on the right, the 
other on the left file. 

2%6 assembly, 

169. A company deployed as skirmishers will 
be assembled when there is no longer danger of 
its being disturbed ; the assembly will be made 
habitually in quick time. 

170. The captain wishing to assemble the skir- 
mishers on the reserve, will command : 

Assemble on the reserve. 

171. At this command, the skirmishers will as- 
semble by groups of fours; the front rank men 
will place themselves behind their rear rank men; 
and each group of fours will direct itself on the re- 
serve, where each will take its proper place in the 
ranks. When the companv is re-formed, it will re- 
join the battalion to which it belongs.' 

172. It mav be also proper to assemble the skir- 
mishers on the centre, or on the right or left of 
the line, either marching or at a halt. 

173. If the captain should wish to assemble 
them on the centre while marching, he will com- 
mand : 
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Assemble on the centre, 

174. At this command, the centre gaide will 
continatf to march directly to the front on the 
point iuJicated ; the front rank man of the direct- 
ing file will follow the guide, and be covered by his 
rear rank man; the other two comrades of this 

froup, and likewise those on their left, will march 
iagonally, advancing the left shoulder and accele- 
rating the gait, so as to re-form the groups while 
drawing nearer and nearer the directing file ; the 
men of the right section will unite in the same 
manner into groups, and then upon the directing 
file, throwing forward the right shoulder. As they 
successively unite on the centre, the men will 
bring their pieces to the right shoulder. 

175. To assemble on the right or left file will be 
executed according to the same principles. 

176. The assembly of a line marching in retreat 
will also be executed according to the same prin- 
ciples, the front rank men marching behind their 
rear rank men. 

177.ftTo assemble the line of skirmishers at a 
bait, and on the line they occupy, the captain will 
give the same commands; the skirmishers will 
face to the right or left, according as they should 
march by the right or left flank, re-form the groups 
while marching, and thus arrive on the file which 
served as the point of formation. As they succe»* , 
lively arrive, the skirmishers will support arms, y 
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Article F^fth. 

7b deploy a battalion as skirmishers, and to rally 
this battalion. 

To deploy the hattalion at tlnrthukero, 

178. A battalion being in line of battle, if the 
eommander should wish to deploy it on the right 
of the sixth company, holding the three ri^ht 
companies in reserve, he will signify his intention 
to the lieutenant colonel and adjutant, and also to 
the major, who will be directed to take charge of 
the reserve. He will point out to the lieutenaint 
colonel the direction he wishes to give the line, as 
well as the point where he wishes the right of the 
sixth company to rest, and to the commander of 
the reserve the place he may wish it established. 

179. The lieutenant colonel will move rapidly 
in front of the right of the sixth company, and the 
adjutant in front of the left of the same company. 
The commander of the reserve will dispose of it in 
the manner to be hereinafter indicated. * 

180. The colonel will command : 

1. First (or second) platoons — as sHrmishers, 

2. On the right of the sixth company — take »»• 
tervals, 

3. March (or double quick — March). 

181 At the second command, the captains of 
the fifth and sixth companies will prepare to de- 
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l^y the first platoons of their respective ooidm- 
nies, the sixth on its ri^ht, the fifth on its UH 
file. 

182. The captain of the fourth company will 
face it to the right, and the captains of the seventh 
and eighth companies will face their respeotive 
Companies to the left. 

183. At the command march, the moyement 
will commence. The platoons of the fifth and 
eizth companies will deploy forward; the rieht 
gaide of the sixth will march on the point which 
will he indicated to him by the lientenant coloneL 

184. The company which has faced to the right, 
and also the companies which have faced to the 
left, will march straight forward. The fourth 
company will take an interval of one 'hundred 
paces counting from the left of the fifth, and its 
chief will deploy its first platoon on its left file. 
The seventh and eighth companies will each take 
an interval of one hundred paces, counting from 
the first file of the company, which is immediately 
on its right; and the chiefs of these companies 
will afterwards deploy their first platoons on the 
right file. 

185. The guides who conduct the files on which 
the deployment is made, should be careful to di- 
rect themselves towards the outer man of the 
neiebboring company, already deployed as skir- 
mishers ; or if the company has not finished its 
deployment, they will ju()ge carefully the distance 
which may still be required to place all these files 
in line, and will then march on the point thus 
marked out The companies, as they arrive on the 

18» o 
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line, will align themselres on those alreftdj -i^ 
ployed. 

186. The lieutenant colonel and adjutant will 
follow the deployment, the one on the right, the 
other on the left ; the moyement oonclnd^ they 
will place themselyes near the colonel. 

187. The reserves of the companies will he esta* 
hlished in echellon in the following manner : tha 
resenre of the sixth company will he placed ona 
hundred and fifty paces in rear of the right of this 
company; the reserves of the fourth and fifth 
companies, united, opposite the centre of their 
line of skirmishers, and thirty paces in advance 
of the reserve of the sixth company; the reserves 
of the seventh and eighth companies, also united, 
opposite Ihe centre of their line of skirmishers, and 
thirty paces farther to the rear than the reserve 
of the sixth company. 

188. The major commanding the companies oom- 
posing the reserve, on receiving an order from the 
colonel to that effect, will march these companies 
thirty paces to the rear, and will then ploy them 
into column by company, at half distance ; after 
which, he will conduct the column to the point 
which shall have been indicated to him. 

189. The colonel will have a general superin* 
tendence of the movement; and when it is finished, 
will move to a point in rear of the line, whence 
his view may best embrace all the parts, in order 
to direct their movements. 

190. If, instead of deploying forward, it be de- 
sired to deploy by the flank, the sixth and fifth 
companies will be moved to the front ten or 
twelve paces, halted, and deployed by the flank, ths 
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one OB tbe rigbt, the other on the left file, by the 
means already indicated. Each of the other com- 
panies will be marched by the flank ; and as soon 
as the last file of the company, next towards the 
direction, shall haye taken its interval, it will be 
moyed upon the line established by tbe fifth and 
■ixth companies, halted, and deployed. 

191. In the preceding examj^le, it has been sup* 
posed that the battalion was in order of battle ; 
out if in column, it would be deployed as skir- 
mishers by Ihe same commands and according to 
the same principles. 

192. If the deployment is to be made forward^ 
the directing company, as soon as it is unmasked, 
will be moved ten or twelve paces in front of the 
head of the column, and will be then deployed on 
the file indicated. Each of the other companies 
will take its interval to the right or left, and de* 
ploy as soon as it is taken. 

193. If the deployment is to be made by the 
•flank, the directing company will be moved in the 
-tame manner to the front, as soon as it is un- 
masked, and will then be halted and deployed by 
the flank on the file indicated. Each of the other 
companies will be marched by the flank, and 
when its intenral is taken, will be moved on the 
line, halted, and deployed as soon as the company 
next towards the airection shall have finished ito 
deployment. 

i94. It has been prescribed to place the reservet 
in echellon, in order that they may, in the event 
of a rally, be able to protect themselves without 
injuring each other ; and the reserves of two con* 
tigoous eompaniet hate been united, in order to 
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diminish tbe nuniber of the eohellons, and to in* 
or^se their capacity for resisting cayair3r. 

195. The ecbelloDS, in the example gjnen^ de* 
ioend from riebt to left, but they may, on an indi- 
cation from the colonel to that effect^ be posted 
on the same principle, so at to descend from Idt 
to rieht 

19o. When the oolop^omptany is to be deployed 
as skirmishers, the color, without its ^uard, will 
be detached, and remun with the battalion reserve* 

TherdUy. 

197. The colonel may cause all the yariouA 
moTements prescribed for a company, to be ex^ 
euted by the battalion, and by the same com- 
mands and the same signals. When he widies to 
xally the battalion, he will cause the raUy on the 
hattalion to be sounded, and will so dispose his re- 
serve as to protect this movement. 

198. The companies deployed as skirmisher* 
wUl be rallied in squares on their respective r^ 
Mrves ; each reserve of two contiguous companies 
will form the first front of the square, throwing to 

,ihe rear the sections on the flanks; the sku^ 
mishers who arrive first will complete the lateral 
fronts, and the last the fourth front The officers 
and sergeants irill superintend the rally, and as 
fast as the men arrive, they will form them into 
two ranks, without regard to height, and cause 
them to face outwards. 

199. The rally being efiected, the commanders 
•f squares will profit by an^ interval of time 
Ike cavalry may wlow for putting them in uMj^ 



d by Google 



212 



-MM 






• •• 



QDDOO 



Q!i:i: 



«: 



d by Google 



:■ a 



d by Google 



INSTBITOnOlT FOB 8KIB1CI8HIR8* SIS* 

eitber by marcbing upon tbe battalion reserre, or 
by seizins an advantageous position ; to this end, 
•aoh of tSe^ squares will be formed into column^ 
and marob in this order ; and if threatened anew, 
it will bait, and a/^ain form itself into square. 

200. As tbe companies suooessiyely arrive near 
tiie battalion-reserve, each will re-form as promptly 
•8 possible, and without regard to desi^ation or 
number, take place in the column next in rear o( 
the companies already in it 

201, The battalion reserve will also form square, 
if itself threatened by cavali^. ^ In this case, the 
companies in marching towards it will place them* 
selves promptly in the sectors without fire, and 
thus march on the squares. 
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MANUAL OF THE SWORD OB SABRE, FOR 
OFFICERS. 

rOSITIQN or THE SWORD OR SABRE, UNDER ARMS. 

The carry. The gripe is in the Tight hand, which 
will be supported against the right hip, the back 
of the blade against the shoulder. 

TO SALUTE WITH THE SWORD OR SABRl. 

Three iimea {or pauses,) 

One. At the distance of six paces from the pei^ 
•on to be saluted, raise the sword or sabre perpen- 
dicalarlj, the [^oint cp, the flat cf the blade oppo- 
fite to the right eye, the guard at the height or we 
shoulder, the elbow supported on the body. 

Two, Drop the point of the sword or sabre by 
extending the arm, so that the right hand may l>e 
brought to the side of the right thish, and remain 
in that position until the person to whom the salute 
is rendered shall be passed, or shall have passed, 
•ix paces. 

Three, Raise the sword or sabre smartly, and 
place the back of the blade against the right 
shoulder. 
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COLOIUSALUTE. 

In the ranks, the oolor-bearer, whether at a 
halt or in march, will always carry the heel of the 
oolor-lance supported at the right hip, the right 
hand generally placed on the lance at the height 
of the shoulder, to hold it steady. When tba c(Mpr 
has to render honors, the color-bearer will salnta 
at follows : 

At the distance of six paces slip the right band 
abng the lance to the height of the eye ; loiter the 
lanoe by straightening the arm to its full extent* 
the heel of the lance remaining at the hip, and 
bring back the lance to the habitual position when 
the person saluted shall be passed, or ^hall hafs 
paMed, six paces. 



MANUAL 

lOB BBUBTINO IMTIHIU . 
jLvWM' ' -FlOET. 

One time and one motkm, 

Tfafow the piece diagonally across the body, Am 
lock to the front, seise it smartly at the same in- 
■laiit with both hands, the right al the handle, tlit 
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left at iiie lower band, the two thumbs pointini^ 
towards the muzzle, the barrel sloping upwards . 
and orossing opposite the point of the left shoulder, 
the butt proportionally lowered. The palm of the 
right hand will be above, and that of the loft undei 
the piece, the nails of both hands next to the bodj, 
to which the elbows will be closed. 

One time and two mationt, 

{First motian,) Bring the piece smartlj to t^e 
iright shoulder, placing the right hand as in the 
position of shoulder arms, slip the left hand to the 
Mght of the shoulder, the fingers extended. 

{Second motion.) Drop the left hand smartlj bj 
thesidd. 



Being on parade tad at order arms, if 
it be wished to give the men rest, the command 
wiUbe: 

Faimde^BMvr. 

At the command reit, torn the piece on the heel 
of the butt, the barrel to the lett, the muzzle in 
front of the oentre of the body ; sdise it at the 
same time with the left hand just above, and with 
cb9 right at tha upper band ; carry the right ^1 
aix inohes to the rear» the left knee 8ligh% Mil*' 
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INSTRUCTION 



rOR THB CHUF BUGLIK AKB BRVX ITAJOB. 

The posts of the field masic and band kave been 
given, Title I, for the order in battle. 

In colamn in manoeuvre, the field musio and 
band will march abreast with the left centre oohh 
pany, and on the side opposite the guide. 

In column in route, as well as in the passage of 
defiles to the front or in retreat, they will nuuroh 
at the head of their respective battalions. 



GENERAL GALLS. 

1. Attention, 

2. ThegeneniL 

3. The assembly. 

4. To the color. 

5. The recall. 

6. Quick time. 

7. Double qiiickUm$» 

8. The charge. 

9. Thereoeute. 

10. BeireoL 

11. TaUoQ. 

12. To extinguish Ughti. 

13. Assembly of the bugleri, 

14. Assembly of the guard, 

15. Orders for orderiy sergeania, 
TOL. X.— 19 
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16. ForoMcerstoidkeiheirplaus 

in tine c^fter firing, 

17. ThedUparse, 

18. Qfficerfcaa. 

19. Breakfast caU, 

20. Dinner eaU, 

21. SickcaU. 

22. Fatigue caU. 

23. Church caU. 

24. DriUcaU. 

25. School caU. 

CALLS FOR SKIBMISHERa 

1. JVk &avone<. 

2. Uit/ix 5ayon^ 
S. Qvicktir^e, 

4. Double quick time, 

5. TAerun. 

7. Forward, 
%, In retreat. 
9. IToZ^. 

10. ^y /A« right Jlcmk. 

11. Bythel^tjtank, 

12. Commence firing. 

13. Ceasefiring. 

14. Change direction to the righL 

15. Change direction to the l^ 

16. Xiecfeim. 

17. Rise up. 

18. RaUybyfiure. 

19. i2a% 6y j0e<uMif . 
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20. BaUy by platoani. 

21. Eally on the reserve, 

22. Eally an the batUdion, 

23. Aeeemble on the battalian. 

Non. — ^When the whole of the troops, in the 
eame camp or garrison, are to depart, the general^ 
the assembly, and to the color, will be beaten or 
sounded, at the proper intervals, in the order here 
mentioned. At the first, the troops will prepare 
for the movement ; at the second, they will torm 
by oompanj, and at the Uiird nnite by battalion. 
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EXPLANATION OP THE SIQNa 

MOYBMBNT OF THB MfTRONOyi. 
70 — d — 2 4— or 76 iteps to the minato. 

M « d— 2 8 —or 80 bars to the minato. 

100 «> cJ— 2 3 — or 100 steps to the minutt. 

UO » « — S 2 — or 120 steps to the minute. 
Silence • • i^ — Demi-silenoe • • ^ 

GENERAL CALLS. 



120 = J JUegro. 



1.— ATTENTION. 




m 



m 
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130 = JlVe^o. 



2.— THE GENEBAL. 
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S.— THE ASSEMBLY. 
80 = yj[n(7ane«. 
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4.— TO THE COLOB. 
iX) ess ^Andante, 

25= 




sfe M^MJ^ fe^^ 
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^-5^4 



t^ ^ ^B^Ssa^ 



80 = J Jn<?anfe, 



6.— THE RBCALL. 




110 = JJ[Zfe^ro. 



•.—QUICK TIME. 



i^^^^^m 



Digitized by Google 



<H 




==^^^^^g§ 



^^^^^^l 



7.~D0U6LB QUICK TIMS. 
165 = ;.l%ro. 
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S^THB CHARGB. 



115 = J Allegro, 
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O.^THB BBVBILLB. 
IIQ =: J. AUegro. 
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